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— Please check the Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools) posted on Ritsumeikan University Graduate
School Entrance Examination Information Website https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/.
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(https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/) THHMSELFET,
In case the contents of Application Guidelines need to be changed due to unforeseen circumstances, the
information will be updated on “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information
Website” (https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/).
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— Please also check the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools) ” which includes important informations below.
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How to Apply / Application Process

Points to Note when Applying for Admission
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Tuition and Fees
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Master’s Program

1. Educational Mission

Our MA program seeks to foster professionals with advanced analytic ability, who are capable of pursuing agendas such as
building order and peace in the international community, promoting sustainable development, and solving the problems of
multicultural societies. We aim to foster such ability by equipping students with interdisciplinary and multifaceted
perspectives based on specialized knowledge of international relations and skills in inter-cultural communications.

2. Diploma Policy
The GSIR, as an institution for interdisciplinary studies of international relations, seeks to develop researchers who can
explore various political, economic, and cultural issues in a globalizing world and foster professionals with practical ability
and advanced knowledge of international relations. To meet these aims, GSIR sets four areas of competency which students
have to acquire during the Master’s program.

The four competencies are deemed acquired when students earn necessary credits according to the curriculum policy and
curriculum map and fulfill all requirements for completing the Master’s thesis.

1. Interest, motivation, and attitude
Students should have broad interests in current conditions in their specialized field and compile their research into an
academic paper.

2. Deliberation and judgment
Students should be able to analyze issues in international relations based on advanced academic knowledge of
international relations.

3. Knowledge and understanding
Students should possess knowledge of their specialized fields and their particular research areas. They can use this
knowledge in their analysis of relevant issues.

4. Skills and expression
Students should possess academic skills such as the ability to understand and analyze a variety of materials and
documents, a knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research methodologies in the social sciences. They should
acquire practical language abilities to carry out their research and publish the outcomes.

Master’s Thesis Requirements and Evaluation Criteria

The thesis must:

1. fulfill the requirements regarding the required number of words.

2. be formatted appropriately

3. include an abstract.

4. be sufficiently grounded in previous academic works in the relevant field.

5. for empirical research, must demonstrate an accurate understanding of the facts. For theoretical research, it must
contain a critical review of relevant theories.

6. be organized appropriately into chapters, sections, etc., and show logical consistency (logical development and linkage
of each chapter/section)

7. demonstrate a reasonable contribution to the relevant field

8. defend the thesis well during the oral defense

3. Curriculum Policy

In order to achieve its education goals specified in the curriculum policy, the GSIR designs the curriculum in the following
four areas of competency.

1. Interest, motivation, and attitude
Students should have broad interests in current conditions in their specialized fields and compile their research into an
academic paper.
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2. Deliberation and judgment
Core courses will help students to analyze issues in international relations based on academic knowledge of
international relations.

3. Knowledge and understanding
Advanced courses help students to acquire knowledge of their specialized fields and their particular research areas and

use this knowledge in their analysis of relevant issues.

4. Skills and expression
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Advanced Courses and Advanced Seminar should help students to acquire academic skills such as the ability to

understand and analyze a variety of materials and documents, a knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research
methodologies in the social sciences. They also assist the students in acquiring practical language abilities to carry out
their research and publish the outcomes.

4. Admission Policy

The GSIR MA Program welcomes applicants who seek to acquire interdisciplinary and multifaceted perspectives grounded

in their knowledge of international relations, capacity in multicultural communication in order to pursue careers related to
building order and peace in the international community, promoting sustainable developments, and solving problems that
arise in a multicultural society.



I. Admission Method, Number of Students Accepted and Schedule
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1.Admission Method and Number of Students Accepted w
Number of 3
Major Program Admission Method Students 0%
Accepted o
* International Relations m Regular Admissions (Document + Interview) 10 3
Program
International (Japanese-based Program) Regular Admissions (Document Only) 15
Relations « Global International In-University Advancement Admissions 5
Relations Program
(English-based Program) APU Special Admissions A few

* Global International Relations Program is the only option to apply for under “Regular Admissions (Document Only).
—Depending on the number of applications received and the results of the entrance examination, the number of successful candidates may
be less than the number originally set to be accepted.

2.Schedule
Interview Examination
.. . Interview Interview Notification of Admission
Lifoin Lo e Date Reserve Date Results Method

January

Thursday, November 26, 2026 Saturday, Saturday, Thursday, m

—Thursday, December 10, 2026 | January 30, 2027 | February 6, 2027 | February 18, 2027 | RItEIA

Document screening Examination

Month Application Period Screening Method Notification of Results hEmEsIon
Method
Thursday, March 4, 2027 -
June “Thursday, March 18, 2027 Document Screening Thursday, June 10, 2027 Document
Thursday, April 8, 2027 -
July Thursday, April 22, 2027 Document Screening Thursday, July 1, 2027 APU

* Applicants may have online interview if necessary.

* If online interviews are conducted, they will be conducted on the following date.
A detailed schedule will be announced separately. Interviews will be conducted in the language of the program in which you wish to
enroll.

* Interviews will be recorded, but it will not be used for any other purposes.

(June) May 11, 2027 (Makeup date: May 18, May 19, 2027)
(July) June 3, 2027 (Makeup date: June 8, June 9, 2027)

3.Application Fee

Application Fee Admission Method

GERUUPCINNE D & | | in-Univ.| APU
5,000 yen

—Payment must be completed during the application period.

—Payment can be made by credit card, convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or Overseas Remittance. For detailed information,

<

please see “(3) Application Fee” in “1. How to Apply / Application Process” specified in the “Application Guidelines (for all Graduate

Schools)”.
—If you have paid by overseas remittance, send the receipt data to ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp.
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|l. Eligibility Requirements

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based on
expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually complete that
program by September 25, 2027 will have their admission revoked.

— Applicants who have any questions regarding the requirements below, including educational history completed overseas
or degrees obtained from overseas institutions, should contact the Administrative Office of the College of International
Relations and request an individual preliminary screening before the deadline.

— Those who do not meet the criteria stated in “ (2) Certificate [Certificate issued by universities in China)” in “2. Points
to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)” must have
an individual preliminary screening. For example, persons whose final academic background is zhuanke (%#}) (3-year

<

college degree) in China. For information about the individual preliminary screening, please refer to page 43.

Application Criteria

(1) Persons who have graduated from a university* or who are expected to graduate from such before being enrolled at the
graduate school.

* “University” refers to one of the universities listed in Article 83 of the School Education Act (formal undergraduate
programs offered by universities in Japan).

(2) Persons who have been awarded a bachelor’s degree by the National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality
Enhancement of Higher Education or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled at the graduate
school.

(3) Persons who have completed a 16-year program at an overseas school or who are expected to complete such a program
before being enrolled at the graduate school.

(4) Persons who have completed a 3-year program or a program of more than 3 years (*2) and have been awarded a degree by
an overseas university or school (*1) which is recognized as being equivalent to a bachelor’s degree or who are expected
to complete such a program before being enrolled at the graduate school (the 2016 ordinance of the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, No.19).

(5) Persons who have completed a 16-year program of an overseas school by taking its correspondence course in Japan or who
are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled at the graduate school.

(6) Persons who have completed the program of an overseas school in Japan that is recognized as being equivalent to an
overseas university by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology or who are expected to
complete such a program before being enrolled at the graduate school.

(7) Persons who have completed a specialized program at a special training school designated by the Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology after the date designated by the said minister or who are expected to complete
such a program before being enrolled at the graduate school.

(8) Persons who have completed a program at a university under the prewar educational system (the 1953 Notification of the
Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-1 to 4, and the 1955 Notification of the Ministry of Education,
Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-1).

(9) Persons who have completed a program at any of the educational institutions affiliated with governmental ministries and
agencies, such as the National Defense Academy in Japan, the Japan Coast Guard Academy, and the Meteorological
College or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled at the graduate school (the 1953
Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-5 to 9, and the 1955 Notification of the
Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-2).

(10) Persons who hold a specialized or first-category teaching license for elementary schools, junior high schools, high schools,
kindergartens, or schools for disabled children under the Educational Personnel Certification Law or are expected to
obtain such a license before being enrolled in the graduate school and who are 22 years of age or older, or will reach 22
years of age before being enrolled at the graduate school, or who have other teaching licenses and have been designated
by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (or who are expected to meet specific
requirements before being enrolled in the graduate school) (the 1953 Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science,
Sports and Culture, No. 5-10 to 12).

(11) Persons who have been admitted to a graduate school under the grade-skipping system and who are recognized as having
sufficient academic ability to study at a graduate school at Ritsumeikan University (*3).

(12) Persons who have been recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than that of a university graduate by
Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as a result of an individual preliminary screening and who are 22 years of age
or older, or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled in the graduate school (*3).

*1 The university or the school will be evaluated by an organization approved by a relevant official institution in the country for



their education and research activities or recognized as so by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology.

*2 The program must include a correspondence course that enables students to study in Japan by a university or school which
is approved by the educational system of the country and satisfy the above requirements.

*3 Persons who intend to apply under category (11) or (12) will be subject to an individual preliminary screening. They should
refer to page 43 and complete the necessary procedures by the specified dates.
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Applicants must satisfy one of the application criteria (1)-(12) above.

Document
Applicants must satisfy one of the application criteria (1),(3),(4),(5),(6) or (12) above.

1. Regular Students
Applicants must satisfy all of application criteria (1)-(3):
(1) Students who are currently enrolled in 4th year or above in one of the Colleges of Ritsumeikan University and are
expected to graduate in March 2027 or September 2027 (study abroad period is counted in the total enrollment period).
(2) Students who have acquired at least 90 credits required for graduation by the end of the 6" semester.
(3) Students who have a grade point average (GPA) above 3.0 as of the end of the 6" semester.
Please note that our GPA calculation differs from the normal GPA calculation method.
T grades earned from recognized UBC joint program credits are calculated as A grades.
— “Regular Students” refer to all applicants excluding “Transfer Students” and “Students who participated in the Dual
Undergraduate Degree Program (DUDP).
— If you are a participant in a study abroad program excluding DUDP whose student status has changed, and do not meet any
of the above requirements (1)-(3), please contact us at least three weeks before the application period begins.

2. Transfer Students
Applicants must satisfy all of the application criteria (1)-(3):
(1) Students who are currently enrolled as 4th year students in one of the Colleges of Ritsumeikan University and are
expected to graduate in March 2027 or September 2027.
(2) Students who have acquired at least 90 credits required for graduation by the end of the 6" semester.
(3) Students who have a grade point average (GPA) above 3.0 as of the end of the 6" semester.

3. Students who participated in DUDP

Applicants must satisfy all of the application criteria (1)-(3):

(1) Students who are currently enrolled in 4th year or above in one of the Colleges of Ritsumeikan University and are
expected to graduate in March 2027 or September 2027 (including study abroad periods counted in the total enrollment
periods).

(2) For students expected to graduate in March 2027, at least 90 credits of the required for graduation must be acquired by
the end of the AY2025 Fall Semester. For students expected to graduate in September 2027, those credits must be
acquired by the end of the AY2026 Spring Semester.

(3) Students who participated in DUDP and are expected to be granted a bachelor’s degree from host institution.

Please note that our GPA calculation differs from the normal GPA calculation method.
T grades earned from recognized UBC joint program credits are calculated as A grades.

— If you do not meet any of the above requirements (1)-(3), please contact us at least three weeks before the application

period begins.

1. Applicants who are expected to graduate in the 4th year
Applicants who have graduated or are expected to graduate from APU in March 2027 or September 2027, must have
acquired at least 90 credits required for graduation and have a cumulative GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) above 2.5 by
the end of 6th semester.



2. Applicants who are expected to graduate through the Accelerated Graduation Program
Those who are registered for the APU Accelerated Graduation Program and have graduated or are expected to graduate in
March 2027 or September 2027.

1. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor
prior to Your Application
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It is not essential.

However, applicants may contact prospective professors in advance via email to confirm their availability and relevance for
research guidance after enrollment.

Please refer to the websites in the links below for their specialization, research topic and email contacts.

B Website of the Graduate School of International Relations:
https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsir/eng/faculty/

B Ritsumeikan University Researcher database:
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

If you want to contact a professor whose email address is not open to the public, contact the Administrative Office, College
of International Relations by email.

In the correspondence, please specify the name of the professor you would like to contact.

M Contact:
ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp



IV. Required Documents
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1.Required Documents w
Applicants need to submit the required documents through Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Online Application E
System “Ritsu-Mate”. Please check the documents marked v and % in the “Admission Method” column you are applying 0%
for in the list below, and check the required documents and the upload (submission) destination in Ritsu-Mate. E
3
Please check the details of each document.
. Admission Method Upload (Submission)
Required Documents D T T L. .
(1) | Application Photo v v v v Application Photo
@) Certificate of Graduation/ y y o y Certificate of (Expected)
Expected Graduation Graduation/Completion
(3) | Academic Transcript Academic Transcript
(4) | Research Proposal Research Proposal
Bachelor’s Degree Thesis . . . .
(5) Proposal or Abstract sk %k Academic Thesis
(6) | Essay — Essay, Thesis, Report
(7) | Certificate of Language Ability Certificate of Language Ability
(8) | Cumulative GPA Document — — Documents Certifying GPA
Application Sheet for Non- Application Sheet for Non-
9) : * * * * _
Japanese Applicants Japanese Applicants
Copy of Passport (Passport
(10) | Copy of Passport * * * * Data Page)
Copy of Japanese Residence Copy of Japanese Residence
D Cara * * * * | Card (Both Sides)
Certificate of Language Ability
(12) other than English % % % % Other Documents (1)
(13) Recommendation for Graduate . " " . * To be submitted directly by
Study (Optional) the referee via email.
vt Necessary k¢ : Ifapplicable — : Unnecessary

Regarding the required documents for which we designate specific forms, please download them from the Ritsumeikan
Entrance Examination Information Website and prepare them. Please also refer to 2. Points to Note when Applying for
Admission in the Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools) regarding the preparation of required documents, such
as the submission of certificates.

(1) Application Photo
The color photo must be taken within three months before the application, above the chest level, without a hat or cap,
facing front, no background, and not be digitally altered.
File extensions: .jpg, .jpeg, .gif, .png

(2) Certificate of Graduation/ Expected Graduation
Certificate issued by the higher education institution you attended, which meets application criteria.
Color-scanned PDF of the original document
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF
* For those who have finished undergraduate study abroad, the degree must be confirmed with this document.

[Those who have graduated / who are expected to graduate from universities in China, excluding Taiwan, Hong Kong
and Macau)

Instead of the certificate of graduation / expected graduation, please submit the color-scanned PDF of the original
documents below.
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(Those who have already graduated)
Online Verification Report of Higher Education Qualification Certificate (English translation of “ 275 {ii~% ik 45,
THEMSHERER)

{Those who expect to graduate)
Online Verification Report of Student Record (English translation of “ 24 & ¥ FE (2R 08 I )

[Eligibility Requirements (2) (Persons who have been awarded a degree by the National Institution for Academic
Degrees and Quality Enhancement of Higher Education or who are expected to be awarded such a degree)]

PDF of a substitute Certificate of Degree Conferment or the Certificate of Acceptance of Application for Degree
Conferment for the Certificate of (Expected) Graduation

[Eligibility Requirements (10) (Persons who hold a teaching license or are expected to obtain such a license)]
PDF of a substitute Certificate/Letter of Award of Teaching License for the Certificate of (Expected) Graduation

(3) Academic Transcript
A scanned PDF of the original document issued by the higher education institution, which is related to the applicant’s
eligibility/requirements
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(4) Research Proposal [Form IR 1]
Applicants are recommended to also submit a copy of their bachelor’s thesis (if applicable) or term papers related to
the research proposal.
Use the language of instruction for the program you are applying to and submit it as a single searchable PDF file
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(5) Bachelor’s Degree Thesis Proposal or Abstract [Form IR 3]
Only for In-University Advancement Admissions and APU Special Admissions
Applicants who does not write bachelor’s degree thesis may fill out Form IR 3 with the abstract of their papers or essays
related to their research topics instead. If you do not have such a paper or essay itself, it is not necessary to submit this
form.
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(6) Essay [Form IR 2]
Use the language of instruction for the program you are applying to a nd submit it as a searchable PDF file.
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(7) Certificate of Language Ability
Certificates must be valid as of the starting date of the application period. Therefore, applicants must have taken the
test and be in possession of a valid certificate by the application starting date.
Applicants may be asked for further confirmation.
Scores of TOEFL" Test, IELTS and TOEIC® Listening & Reading Test must be taken no more than 2 years before the
starting date of application period.
TOEFL ITP” Test and TOEIC® Listening & Reading Test Institutional Program (IP) are not acceptable.
Only TOEFL iBT" scores from a single test date will be considered (MyBest™ scores will not be taken into
consideration).
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

| D &1 _JDocument |l In-Univ. ll APU_|

(a) Applicants applying to Japanese -based International Relations Program must submit the following:

Official certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)*; Either “Score Report”, “Certificate of Result and
Scores” or “Certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency”.

APU Special Admissions applicants applying to Japanese-based International Relations Program are required to
submit a copy of the JLPT level 1 (N1) official certificate.

— Submission of the official JLPT certificate is waived for applicants with either Japanese nationality, permanent

residency or special permanent residency.

In addition to the above, submission of an official JLPT certificate is waived for applicants who have completed, or
are expected to complete, an undergraduate or graduate degree program in which Japanese is the official language
of instruction. To qualify for this exemption, applicants must submit a PDF scan of an original document issued by
their graduate school certifying this. The document must bear the signature of an authorized official, such as the



Dean or department chair.
— Submission of certificates of English language proficiency is highly recommended though it is optional.

(b) Applicants applying to English-based Global International Relations Program must submit the following:

Certificate of English language proficiency

— TOEFL® Test or IELTS is preferable.

— Submission of an official certificate of English language proficiency is waived for applicants who are nationals of the
countries listed below, as well as those who have completed or are expected to complete an undergraduate or
graduate program in the listed countries. Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Canada,
Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, Malta, New Zealand, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and
the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, U.K. and U.S.A.

In addition to the above, submission of an official certificate of English language proficiency is waived for applicants

who have completed, or are expected to complete, an undergraduate or graduate degree program in which English

is the official language of instruction. To qualify for this exemption, applicants must submit a PDF scan of an original
document issued by their graduate school certifying this. The document must bear the signature of an authorized
official, such as the Dean or department chair.

(8) Cumulative GPA Document
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF
Submit a PDF copy of the GPA page from the “Course Registration Status” section of CAMPUS WEB that shows your
cumulative GPA as of the end of your third year.

Submit an official document showing your cumulative GPA as of the end of the 6th semester.

(9) Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants [Form GS 1]
Required only for applicants who do not have Japanese nationality
PDF file completed with the required information
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(10) Copy of Passport (applicant’s passport information page)
Must include name and date of birth
Only those who have a valid passport at the time of application and who do not have Japanese nationality - except for
special permanent residents
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(11) Copy of Japanese Residence Card (both side)
Applicable only to applicants who fall under residence statuses B-1 or B-2 as indicated on the Application Sheet for
Non-Japanese Applicants
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(12) Certificate of Language Ability other than English
Submission is optional.
— Certificates must be valid as of the starting date of application period.
— Applicants may be asked for further confirmation.
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF, .jpg, .JPG

(13) Recommendation for Graduate Study [Form IR 4]
Submission is optional.
Should be written by your academic advisor or equivalent. If you are currently working, a recommendation written by
your supervisor is also acceptable.
The Recommendation for Graduate Study must be sent directly by the referee from their institutional email address to
ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp.
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF
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2.Important Notes for Application
(1) In “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (JST) on the first day of the application period.

§ (2) Once enrolled, you cannot change the program you selected at the time of application. For program details, please see
% our website (https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsir/eng/).

=, (3) Research Proposal and Essay should be written in the same language which is used in your desired program of
% enrollment, and typed on A4 size (or equivalent) paper.

o Desired Program of Enrollment Medium of Instruction

oQ - -

o International Relations Program Japanese

3 Global International Relations Program English

(4) Be sure to enter your name on “Ritsu-Mate” (and in the application forms) in the required format as specified in “ (1)
How to enter/write your names” in “2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application
Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

(5) Be sure to read “2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all
Graduate Schools)” carefully for other points to note when applying.

(6) Only if the university determines that it is not possible to conduct the interview on the originally scheduled interview date
due to unavoidable circumstances such as natural disasters, the interview will be conducted on its scheduled makeup
day.

(7) When the university decides to postpone the interview to the makeup day, the information will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate”
and our website. A sudden postponement of the interview may occur due to unexpected circumstances. Therefore,
check our websites and Ritsu-Mate frequently.

3.Uploading the Required Documents
Please prepare all required document files in the specified file formats and upload them to “Ritsu-Mate”. You must
complete the upload within the application period (JST). Submissions cannot be made after the application period. For
detailed instructions, please refer to the “Ritsu-Mate” manual.
“Ritsu-Mate” User Manual: https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/applicants/manual/



V. Screening Method and Examination Sheet

1.Screening Method
(Da |
(1) Screening Method
Comprehensive evaluation of both documents screening and interview.
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The language used for your research proposal, essay and interview should be the same language used in your desired
program of enrollment.

Desired Program of Enrollment Medium of Instruction
International Relations Program Japanese
Global International Relations Program English

* Application essay is not required for “In-Univ.” applicants.
* Those who have passed the “In-Univ.” admissions are recommended to take the GSIR courses before enrolling in the
Graduate School.
(2) Examination Meeting Time
Details will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate”.
(3) Location
Ritsumeikan University Kinugasa Campus.
— Details will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate”.

(1) Screening Method
Admission will be based upon the screening of all submitted documents. Applicants may have online interviews if
necessary. The language used for your research proposal and essay should be the same language used in your desired
program of enrollment.
Online interview will be conducted between 9:00 am and 6:00 pm (JST) on the interview date. Interview start time cannot
be requested. Please keep the entire day free.

(2) Online Interview Time Schedule
The time schedule and the link for the interview will be announced on “Ritsu-Mate” to the eligible applicants.

Desired Program of Enrollment Medium of Instruction
International Relations Program Japanese
Global International Relations Program English

2.Examination Sheet
The examination sheet for the entrance examination can be downloaded from “Ritsu-Mate” approximately two weeks prior
to the interview date. Print out the examination sheet for the entrance examination and bring it with you to the interview.
— Please refer to “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination, (2) Printing out the Examination
Sheet” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

You can check your application number on the examination sheet downloadable from “Ritsu-Mate” about one week before

the result notification day.

— Please refer to “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination, (2) Printing out the Examination
Sheet” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.



VI. Notification of Results

The results will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate” at 10:00 am (JST) on the day of the result announcement.

Successful applicants will also be informed of the admission procedures.

Regarding the enrollment procedures, please refer to “5. Enrollment Procedures (Information)” specified in the “Application
Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

URL of the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”:
https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/exam/supplement_e.html/
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— Please note that the university will not respond to any inquiries regarding the entrance examination results.



Ph.D. Program

1. Educational Mission

The Graduate School of International Relations (GSIR) is committed to excellence in graduate training. The GSIR’s
general mission is to produce 1) produce scholars of international relations who can contribute to the better understanding
of political, economic, and socio-cultural aspects of globalizing societies with interdisciplinary social-scientific approaches;
2) professionals in various fields, who possess the knowledge and skills rooted in the academic background of international
relations, to solve problems in international community.

2. Diploma Policy

The GSIR, as an institution for interdisciplinary studies of international relations, seeks to foster researchers who can
explore various political, economic, and cultural issues in a globalizing world and train professionals with practical ability
and advanced knowledge of international relations. To meet these aims, the GSIR sets four areas of competency which
students have to acquire during the doctoral program.

The four competencies are deemed acquired when students earn necessary credits according to the curriculum policy and
curriculum map and fulfill all requirements for completing the doctoral thesis.
1. Interest, motivation, and attitude
Students should have broad interests in current conditions in their specialized field and compile their research into an
academic paper to meet the high scholarly standard.
2. Deliberation and judgment
Students should be able to carry out advanced analysis of issues in international relations based on sound academic
knowledge of international relations.
3. Knowledge and understanding
Students should possess advanced knowledge of their specialized fields and their particular research areas. They can
use this knowledge in their advanced analysis of relevant issues.
4. Skills and expression
Students should possess advanced academic skills such as the ability to understand and analyze a variety of materials
and documents, a knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research methodologies in the social sciences. They should
acquire advanced language abilities to carry out their research and publish the outcomes to meet the high scholarly
standard.
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Doctoral Thesis Requirements and Evaluation Criteria

The thesis must:
1. fulfill the requirements regarding the required number of words
2. be formatted appropriately
3. include an abstract
4. be firmly grounded in, and substantially contribute to previous academic works in the relevant field
5. for empirical research, must demonstrate an accurate understanding of the facts. For theoretical research, it must
contain a critical review as well as a synthesis of relevant theories
. be organized appropriately into chapters and sections, and show logical consistency throughout
7. demonstrate a substantial contribution to the relevant field
8. defend the thesis well during the final doctoral defense

(o))

3. Curriculum Policy

In order to achieve its education goals specified for the doctoral program, the GSIR designs the curriculum in the following
four areas of competency.

The Doctoral program provides a compulsory course, Kenkyu Shido Enshu (Academic Guidance Seminar), to nurture
student’s academic competence and support them in carrying out their research plan.
1. Interest, motivation, and attitude
Students should have broad interests in current debates in their specialized and adjacent fields and compile their
research into an academic paper to meet the high scholarly standard.
2. Deliberation and judgment
Academic guidance seminar helps students to analyze issues in international relations based on advanced academic



knowledge of international relations.

3. Knowledge and understanding
Academic guidance seminar helps students to acquire advanced knowledge of their specialized fields and their
particular research areas and use this knowledge in their analysis of relevant issues.

4. Skills and expression
Academic guidance seminar helps students to acquire advanced academic skills such as the ability to understand and
analyze a variety of materials and documents, a knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research methods in the
social sciences. They also assist the students in acquiring practical language abilities to carry out their research and
publish the outcomes to meet the high scholarly standard.

4. Admission Policy

The GSIR’s Doctoral Program welcomes applicants who wish to acquire interdisciplinary and multifaceted perspectives
grounded in their advanced knowledge of international relations and capacity in multicultural communication in order to
pursue careers related to building order and peace in the international community, promoting sustainable developments,
and solving problems that arise in a multicultural society. All students admitted to the program are expected to earn a Ph.D.
degree successfully within a set period and pursue careers as researchers at various higher education and research
institutes including universities, and advanced professional careers that require a relevant and advanced academic

qualification, including various international organizations.
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I. Admission Method, Number of Students Accepted and Schedule

1.Admission Method and Number of Students Accepted

. .. Number of
Major Admission Method Students Accepted
International Relations Regular Admissions A few

— Depending on the number of applications received and the results of the entrance examination, the number of successful

candidates may be less than the number originally set to be accepted.

5

2.Schedule :
— O
Month Application Period creening Notification of Results Admission Method o)
Method 8
Thursday, April 8, 2027 Document 0Q
July —Thursday, April 22, 2027 Screening™ Thursday, July 1, 2027 g

* Applicants may have online interview if necessary.
* If online interviews are conducted, they will be conducted on the following date.
A detailed schedule will be announced separately. Interviews will be conducted in the language of the program in which you

wish to enroll.
* Interviews will be recorded, but it will not be used for any other purposes.

(Interview Date) June 3, 2027 (Makeup date: June 8, 2027, June 9, 2027)

3.Application Fee

35,000 yen

— The fee must be paid during the application period.

— Payment can be made by credit card, convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or Overseas Remittance. For
detailed information, please see “(3)Application Fee” in “1. How to Apply / Application Process” specified in the
“Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

— If you have paid by overseas remittance, send the receipt data to ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp.

— The application fee will be exempted for those who have completed or are going to complete a Master’s Degree program
or Professional Degree program in March 2027 or September 2027 at any Graduate Schools of Ritsumeikan University

and will continue their study in the Doctoral program.
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|l. Eligibility Requirements

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based on
expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually complete that
program by September 25, 2027 will have their admission revoked.

— Applicants who have any questions regarding the requirements below, including educational history completed overseas
or degrees obtained from overseas institutions, should contact the Administrative Office of the College of International

Relations and request an individual preliminary screening before the deadline.

Applicants must satisfy one of the following application criteria (1)-(7):

(1) Persons who have been awarded a master’s degree or professional degree or who are expected to be awarded such a degree
before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(2) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree abroad or who are
expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(3) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by completing a
correspondence course offered by an overseas school in Japan or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before
being enrolled in the graduate school.

(4) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by completing the
program of an overseas school in Japan that is designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology as corresponding to an overseas graduate school or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before
being enrolled in the graduate school.

(5) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree by completing a program at United Nations
University or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(6) Persons who have been engaged in research activities at a university or research institute for at least two years after
graduating from a university or its equivalent and who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools
as having an academic ability equal to or higher than that of a master’s degree holder (the 1989 Notification of the
Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture No.118) (*).

(7) Persons who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as having an academic ability equal to or
higher than that of a master’s degree holder or professional degree holder as a result of the individual preliminary screening
and who are 24 years of age or older, or who will reach 24 years of age before being enrolled in the graduate school (*).

* Persons who intend to apply under category (6)or(7), they will be subject to the individual preliminary screening. They
should refer to page 43 and complete the necessary procedures by the specified dates.

lll. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor
prior to Your Application

Applicants are encouraged to discuss their research plans with prospective professors before the application period begins.

Send an email directly to the professor whose email address can be found on the graduate school website or Ritsumeikan
University Researcher database.
B Website of the Graduate school of International Relations:
https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsir/eng/faculty/
B Ritsumeikan University Researcher database:
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

If you want to contact a professor whose email address is not open to the public, contact the Administrative Office, College
of International Relations (Graduate School Admissions) by email.

In the correspondence, please specify the name of the professor you would like to contact.

M Contact:
ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp



IV. Required Documents

1.Required Documents
Applicants need to submit the required documents through Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Online Application

System “Ritsu-Mate”. Please check the documents marked v and % in the “Admission Method” column you are applying
for in the list below, and check the required documents and the upload (submission) destination in Ritsu-Mate.
Please check the details of each document.

Required Documents M Upload (Submission) Destination on Ritsu-Mate
(1) | Application Photo v Application Photo -
(2) SZE:ipﬁli;snOf Completion/ Expected v Certificate of (Expected) Graduation/Completion %-
(3) | Academic Transcript v Academic Transcript i
(4) | Research Proposal vi Research Proposal o%
(5) | Master’s Thesis v Academic Thesis g
(6) | Certificate of Language Ability v Certificate of Language Ability
(7) iﬁg}izs;n Sheet for Non-Japanese % Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants
(8) | Copy of Passport * Copy of Passport (Passport Data Page)
(9) | Copy of Japanese Residence Card * Copy of Japanese Residence Card (Both Sides)
(10) | Reference Letter vi * To be submitted directly by the referee via email.

vt Necessary sk : If applicable

Regarding the required documents for which we designate specific forms, please download them from the Ritsumeikan
Entrance Examination Information Website and prepare them. Please also refer to 2. Points to Note when Applying for
Admission in the Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools) regarding the preparation of required documents, such
as the submission of certificates.

(1) Application Photo
Color photo must be taken within three months before the application, above the chest level, without a hat or cap,
facing front, no background, and not be digitally altered. Digital alteration of the photo is not permitted.
File extensions: .jpg, .jpeg, .gif, .png

(2) Certificate of Completion / Expected Completion
Certificate issued by the Graduate School you attended / attend, which meets application criteria. Color-scanned PDF of
the original document.
— For those who have completed graduate school abroad, the conferred degree must be specified in this document.
— For those who are expected to complete graduate schools abroad, the degree to be conferred must be specified in this
document.
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

[Those who have completed / are expected to complete a program at Graduate School in China, excluding Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Macau)

{Those who have already completed)

Instead of the certificate of completion, please submit a single file that includes both @ and 2) below, scanned in color

from the originals.

@ Online Verification Report of Higher Education Qualification Certificate (English translation of “ Z{ 7 8% Dok 15
TN EER)

(2 Online Verification Report of Higher Education Degree Certificate (English translation of “ H[E & 28 2 75 A A1 2%
WUEHRA )

{Those who expect to complete)

In addition to the certificate of expected completion, please submit a single file scanned in color from the original



documents below.
Online Verification Report of Student Record (English translation of “ Z{ 7 i@ FEE LR IGUE R )

(3) Academic Transcript
Academic Transcript must be issued by the Graduate School which meets the application criteria.
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(4) Research Proposal [Form IR 5]
Submit it as a single searchable PDF file
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(5) Master’s Thesis

If your master’s thesis or research accomplishment is not written in Japanese or English, a Japanese or English

translation is necessary.

File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

— If you submit a full translation, you must also provide an original document or letter issued by your graduate school
certifying that the translation is an officially approved translation of the thesis. The document or letter must bear the
signature of an authorized official, such as the dean. Submit all documents as a single scanned PDF file.

— If you will not be able to submit your final master’s thesis by the application due date, you must submit a draft copy of
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your thesis together with a Request for Delayed Submission of Master’s Thesis (Form IR 6) at the time of
application.

— If you will not be able to submit your master’s thesis, an equivalent research accomplishment may be accepted as an
application document after an individual preliminary screening.

(6) Certificate of language ability

— Certificates must be valid as of the starting date of the application period. Therefore, applicants must have taken the
test and be in possession of a valid certificate by the application starting date.

— Applicants may be asked for further confirmation.

— Scores of TOEFL" Test, IELTS and TOEIC" Listening & Reading Test must be taken no more than 2 years before the
starting date of application period.

— TOEFL ITP” Test and TOEIC” Listening & Reading Test Institutional Program (IP) are not acceptable.

— Only TOEFL iBT" scores from a single test date will be considered (MyBest™ scores will not be taken into
consideration).

File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(Applicants who plan to write their doctoral thesis in Japanese at the time of application)

Applicants must submit an official certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) (N1); either a “Score
Report”, “Certificate of Result and Scores” or “Certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency”.

— Submission of the official certificate of JLPT is waived for applicants who have written their master’s thesis in Japanese

at the time of obtaining their degree.

In addition to the above, submission of an official JLPT certificate (N1) is waived for applicants who have completed, or
are expected to complete, an undergraduate or graduate degree program in which Japanese is the official language of
instruction. To qualify for this exemption, applicants must submit a PDF scan of an original document issued by their
graduate school certifying this. The document must bear the signature of an authorized official, such as the Dean or

department chair.

(Applicants who plan to write their doctoral thesis in English at the time of application)

Applicants must submit a certificate of English language proficiency.

TOEFL" Test or IELTS is preferable.

— Submission of the official certificate of English language proficiency is waived for applicants who have written their
master’s thesis in English at the time of obtaining their degree.

In addition to the above, submission of an official certificate of English language proficiency is waived for applicants who

have completed, or are expected to complete, an undergraduate or graduate degree program in which English is the

official language of instruction. To qualify for this exemption, applicants must submit a PDF scan of an original

document issued by their graduate school certifying this. The document must bear the signature of an authorized

official, such as the Dean or department chair.

(7) Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants [Form GS 1]

Required only for applicants who do not have Japanese nationality



PDF file completed with the required information
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(8) Copy of Passport (applicant’s passport information page)
Must include name and date of birth
Only those who have a valid passport at the time of application and who do not have Japanese nationality - except for
special permanent residents
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(9) Copy of Japanese Residence Card (both side)
Applicable only to applicants who fall under residence statuses B-1 or B-2 as indicated on the Application Sheet for
Non-Japanese Applicants
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

(10) Reference Letter [Form IR 7]
— The reference letter should be written by your graduate school academic advisor and sent directly by the referee from

their institutional email address to ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp.

— In case it is not possible to obtain a reference letter from your graduate school academic advisor, you may submit a
reference letter from your graduate school co-academic advisor or your supervisor at work on the condition that you
fill-out the separate Reference Letter —Additional Information (Form IR 8), and submit it via email.

File extensions: .pdf, .PDF

2.Important Notes for Application
(1) In “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (JST) on the first day of the application period.

(2) Application documents should be written in the language you wish to be taught after your enrollment (English or
Japanese), and if possible using a word processor program typed on A4 size (or equivalent) paper.

(3)Be sure to enter your name on “Ritsu-Mate” (and in the application forms) in the required format as specified in
“(1) How to enter/write your names” in “2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application
Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

(4)Be sure to read “2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all
Graduate Schools)” carefully for other points to note when applying.

3.Uploading the Required Documents

Please prepare all required document files in the specified file formats and upload them to “Ritsu-Mate”. You must
complete the upload within the application period (JST). Submissions cannot be made after the application period. For
detailed instructions, please refer to the “Ritsu-Mate” manual.

“Ritsu-Mate” User Manual: https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/applicants/manual/
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V. Screening Method and Examination Sheet

1.Screening Method

(1) Screening Method
Admission will be based upon the screening of all submitted documents. Applicants may have online interviews if

necessary.

(2) Online Interview Time Schedule
The time schedule and the link for the interview will be announced on “Ritsu-Mate” to the eligible applicants.

2.Examination Sheet
You can check your application number on the examination sheet downloadable from “Ritsu-Mate” about one week before

the result notification day.
— Please refer to “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination, (2) Printing out the Examination

Sheet” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

VI. Notification of Results

The results will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate” at 10:00 am (JST) on the day of the result announcement.

Successful applicants will also be informed of the admission procedures.
Regarding the enrollment procedures, please refer to “5. Enrollment Procedures (Information)” specified in the “Application

Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

URL of the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”:
https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/exam/supplement_e.html/

— Please note that the university will not respond to any inquiries regarding the entrance examination results.



Individual Preliminary Screening (Only if applicable)

Ritsumeikan University offers individual preliminary screenings for prospective adult learners, etc. with the academic
capacity and motivation to study at the graduate level, but whose academic credentials do not meet the minimum
application requirements or when deemed necessary. Those who wish to apply for enrollment into a Master’s Program who
have been determined through the preliminary screening to have academic ability equal to or greater than that of a
university graduate will be allowed to apply for the admission screening. Likewise, those who wish to enroll into a Doctoral
Program who have been determined through the preliminary screening to have academic ability equal to or greater than
that of a Master’s or Professional Degree Program graduate will be allowed to apply for the admission screening.

Those who wish to have an individual preliminary screening for the admission method that allows applicants to qualify via
this method must complete the necessary procedures by the designated deadline.

*The individual preliminary screening is conducted to determine admission eligibility and is separate from the admissions
process. Applicants who pass the preliminary screening must still take the entrance examination.

1.Procedures
STEP 1 : Request for an individual preliminary screening
STEP 2 : Obtain required documents to be submitted for screening
STEP 3 : Submit required documents by the designated deadline
STEP 4 : Receive the result of the screening
If you pass the screening, you can apply for the graduate school in accordance with the application guidelines

2.Screening Method

Document screening (interviews if necessary)

5
Q
=
wn

C
Qo
(D-—
Lz
52
o 3

=
Q)
==
~

3.Contents of Screening
Things that will be considered during the screening include the academic history and qualifications of the individual
applicants, and consideration as to whether or not they have an academic ability equal to or higher than university
graduates.
This includes:
— Any completed learning programs at a training school or vocational school, etc.
— Work experience and qualifications
— Certain earned credits as a degree / non-degree student
— Learning programs completed at a school under the prewar educational system

4.Deadlines
Please submit the required documents to the Administrative Office, College of International Relations (Graduate School
Admissions) at least three weeks before the first day of the application period of any examination. Please contact us for the
details.



5.Required Documents

(1) Applicants for admission to the Master’s Program are required to submit the following documents.

Required Documents Remarks
(1) Application form for an individual preliminary screening — Regarding the formats of (1), inquire at the
(2) Resume administrative office of the graduate school.
(3) Research proposal — You may submit additional materials, such as
(4) Certificate of academic background and academic record another certificate, essay, piece of work, or
(e.g.) certificate of graduation, certificate of enrollment, academic reference data.

transcript etc.
(5) Other documents required by the administrative office

(2) Applicants for admission to the Doctoral Program are required to submit the following documents.

Required Documents Remarks
(1) Application form for an individual preliminary screening — Regarding the formats of (1), inquire at the
(2) Resume administrative office of the graduate school.
(3) Research proposal — You may submit additional materials, such as
(4) Certificate of academic background and academic record another certificate, essay, piece of work, or
(e.g.) certificate of graduation, certificate of enrollment, academic reference data.

transcript etc.
(5) Research achievement that corresponds to a master’s thesis
(6) Other documents required by the administrative office
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(8] ) ir-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp
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8.Results
Results of the individual preliminary screening will be emailed at least one week before the deadline of the application for
admission.

9.Extent and Term of Screening Result
Result of the screening will be applicable for entrance exams to each graduate school for that particular application period.
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