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— Please check the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)” posted on Ritsumeikan University Graduate
School Entrance Examination Information Website.
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In case the contents of Application Guidelines need to be changed due to unforeseen circumstances, the information
will be updated on “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website” (https://
www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/).
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— Please also check the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools) ” which includes important informations below.
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Master’s Program

|. Principle and Purpose

The purpose of the Graduate School of Policy Science is to provide a curriculum capable of instilling students with the
knowledge required to discover and solve the policy issues of our modern society, and through the practical aspects and
synthesis of the diverse subjects, to foster the graduates with the skills and knowledge required by the needs of the society.

Il. Educational and Human Resource Development Goals

In order to accomplish the purpose mentioned above, the Master’s Program at the Graduate School of Policy Science is
designed to foster the essential research skills necessary to correctly understand the policy issues we confront in our
modern society and create solutions for them, and raise the practical business capability of the students to a higher level.
Furthermore, through the research in the field of policy science, the goal of the curriculum is to foster highly talented
persons fully capable of engaging the social issues we face today.

I1l.Admission Policy

The Graduate School of Policy Science welcomes the students with the following qualifications for its educational and
human resource development goals mentioned above.
1)Have a broad interest in social issues
2)Willing to pursue the solutions to these issues
3)Possess a flexible mindset and wide range perspective to innovate existing disciplines through a multi-faceted approach
4)Exceed in thinking logically

IV. Curriculum Policy

To achieve the above mentioned talent fostering goals, which are to foster the essential researchskills necessary to
correctly understand the policy issues we confront in our modern society and create solutions for them, and raise the
practical capability of the students to a higher level, we have built a curriculum with below categories.
Research Project (RP): Several professors from different fields of academic research organize joint research teams. Every
student is required to attend to one of the RP units and proceeds projecttype research under the guidance of the professors
of the RP. Following three clusters have been set according to the feature of research theme and approach. 1) PUBLIC
POLICY CLUSTER, 2)ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT CLUSTER, and 3) SOCIAL MANAGEMENT CLUSTER.
Policy Science Research Subjects: It is necessary to “integrate elements of academic knowledge” to understand and solve
actual policy issues which is the purpose of policy science research. Below are the categories of the knowledges which are
to be generalized for above purpose. We offer several courses under the categories.

1) Public Policy Courses

2)Sustainable Development Courses

3)Social Management Courses

4)Common Courses

5)Foreign Language Courses

6) Co-creating Communities Research Program

V. Diploma Policy

With the above mentioned goals of the Master’s program, which are to foster the essential research skills necessary to
correctly understand the policy issues we confront in our modern society and create solutions for them, and raise the
practical capability of the students to a higher level, the Graduate School of Policy Science awards the master’s degree to
those who enroll for at least two years, take the regular courses, acquire required credits, receive necessary research
guidance, and attain a passing mark for the evaluation of their master’s thesis and final examination, while considering that
the student has met the goal of the educational and human resource development goals.
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I. Admission Method, Number of Students Accepted and Schedule

1.Admission Method and Number of Students Accepted

. .. Number of
Major Admission Method Students Accepted
Regular Admissions (English-based) 5
Major in - ] - .
Policy Science In-University Advancement Admissions A Few
NJoJod6Y Accelerated Learners (Grade Skippers) A Few

—Depending on the number of applications received and results of the entrance examination, the number of successful candidates could be

less than the Number of Students Accepted.

2.Schedule
. . Examination Examination Notification of Admission
Sifein e eiegesiod Date Makeup Date Results Method
Documents Thursday.
. - ; Regular
Thursday, December 17, 2026 Screening* February 25, 2027
February
— Thursday, January 7, 2027 Saturday, Saturday, Thursday, In-Univ
February 6, 2027 | February 13, 2027 | February 25, 2027 .
Documents Thursday
. - : Regular
July Thursday, May 20’ 2027 Screemng* ]uly 15, 2027
— Thursday, June 3, 2027 Saturday, Saturday, Thursday, In-Univ.
July 3, 2027 July 10, 2027 July 15, 2027 Skippers

*If deemed necessary, applicants may be interviewed by phone, email or web, etc.
—In “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan standard time) of the first day of the application period.

—If the entrance examination cannot be held on the originally scheduled examination date due to unavoidable circumstances such as natural

disasters, it will be conducted on the scheduled “Makeup Date” of the examination date.

—When the University decides to postpone the entrance examination to the “Makeup Date” of the examination date, it will be notified on
“Ritsu-Mate” and the website of each graduate school. A sudden postponement of the examination could happen due to unexpected
circumstances. Therefore, check these above websites frequently.

3.Application Fee

Application Fee
35,000 yen
5,000 yen

Admission Method
Skippers

—Payment must be completed during the application period.

—Payment can be made by credit card, using the convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or Overseas Remittance. For detailed
information, please see “(3) Application Fee”, “1. How to Apply / Application Process” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all

Graduate Schools)”.



|l. Eligibility Requirements

~Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria below based on
expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually complete that

program by September 25, 2027 will have their admission revoked.

Application criteria
(1) Persons who have graduated from a university* or who are expected to graduate from such before being enrolled in the
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graduate school
* “University” refers to one of the universities listed in Article 83 of the School Education Act (formal undergraduate

programs offered by universities in Japan)

(2) Persons who have been awarded a bachelor’s degree by the National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality
Enhancement of Higher Education or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the
graduate school

(3) Persons who have completed a 16-year program at an overseas school or who are expected to complete such a program
before being enrolled in the graduate school

(4) Persons who have completed a 3-year program or a program of more than 3 years (*2) and have been awarded a degree
by an overseas university or school (*1) which is recognized as being equivalent to a bachelor’s degree or who are
expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school. (the 2016 Ordinance of the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, No. 19)

(5) Persons who have completed a 16-year program of an overseas school by taking its correspondence course in Japan or
who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school

(6) Persons who have completed the program of an overseas school in Japan that is recognized as being equivalent to an
overseas university by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology or who are expected to
complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school

(7) Persons who have completed a specialized program at a special training school designated by the Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology after the date designated by said minister or who are expected to complete
such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school

(8) Persons who have completed the program at a university under the prewar educational system (the 1953 Notification
of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-1 to 4, and the 1955 Notification of the Ministry of
Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-1)

(9) Persons who have completed a program at any of the educational institutions affiliated with governmental ministries and
agencies, such as the National Defense Academy in Japan, the Japan Coast Guard Academy, and the Meteorological
College or who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school (the 1953
Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-5 to 9, and the 1955 Notification of the
Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-2)

(10) Persons who hold a specialized or first-category teaching license for elementary schools, junior high schools, high
schools, kindergartens, or schools for disabled children under the Educational Personnel Certification Law or who are
expected to obtain such a license before being enrolled in the graduate school and who have reached 22 years of age or
who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled in the graduate school, or who have other teaching licenses and
are designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (or who are expected to meet
specific requirements before being enrolled in the graduate school) (the 1953 Notification of the Ministry of
Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No. 5-10 to 12)

(11) Persons who have been admitted to a graduate school under the grade-skipping system and who are recognized as
having enough academic ability to study at Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools (*3)

(12) Persons who have been recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than university graduates by
Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as a result of individual preliminary screening and who have reached 22
years of age or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled in the graduate school (*3)

*1 The university or the school shall be evaluated by an organization approved by a relevant official institution in the
country for their education and research activities or recognized as such by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology.

*2  The program shall include a correspondence course which enables students to study in Japan by a university or school
which is approved by the educational system of the country and satisfy the above requirements.

*3  Persons who intend to apply under category (11) or (12) , they will be subject to the individual preliminary screening. They
should refer to page 45 and complete the necessary procedures by the specified dates.



— Contact the Administrative Office, College of Policy Science before the deadline to request for the individual preliminary
screening (please refer to page 45 for the request deadline) if you have any inquiries about the requirements above, such
as the number of years you received education overseas or a degree obtained at an overseas educational institution.

—Those who do not meet the criteria stated in “ (2) Certificate [Certificate issued by universities in China] ”, “2. Points to
Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)” must take the
individual preliminary screening. For example, persons whose final academic background is zhuanke (%F}) (3-year college
degree) in China. For information about the individual preliminary screening, please refer to page 45.

—International applicants must have sufficient English ability to understand course contents at the graduate school.
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Applicants must fulfill one of the application criteria above from (1) to (12).

*Applicants must have sufficient English ability to understand course contents at the graduate school. Students are required
to write papers and reports, etc. in English.

*This admission method is open to students whose preferred language of instruction is English.

In—Univ.

Applicants must fulfill both application criteria (1) and (2) below and must come to the University to take the examination.

(1) Students who are currently enrolled as a 4th year student in the College of Policy Science at Ritsumeikan University and
are expected to graduate in September 2027 (5th year students who have returned from study abroad programs, DUDP
with American University or recognized exchange programs, also satisfy the application qualification) and must have
acquired at least 100 credits required for graduation by the end of the 6th semester.

(2) Students who have acquired all the credits required for graduation in the Foreign Language category at the time of the
application.

Skippers

Applicants must satisfy all the following application criteria (1) through (3) and must come to the University to take the

examination.

(1) Students currently enrolled as a 3rd year student in the College of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University.

(2) Applicants must have acquired at least 80 credits required for graduation by the end of the 5th semester, 3rd year.

(3) Applicants must have a Cumulative GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) above 3.95 at the end of the 5th semester, 3rd
year.

[Qualifications for Admission)

(1) Students must have completed 3rd year study in the College of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University.

(2) Students must have acquired at least 100 credits required for graduation by the end of the 6th semester, 3rd year.

(3) Students must have a Cumulative GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) above 3.95 at the end of the 6th semester, 3rd year.



1. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor
prior to Your Application

Applicants must consult with a faculty member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University before the
application period starts. Please get pre-counseling on what they can study at the graduate school with the faculty member.
*Requested supervisor may conduct a consultation online.
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Not required

[ Skippers |
Apcants must consult with a faculty member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University about
their “Recommendation Letter” (Form PS 4) before the application period starts. Applicants must have a meeting with the
associate dean of the Graduate School of Policy Science beforehand as well. To have the meeting, please contact the
Administrative Office of College of Policy Science.

<How to contact the faculty member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University >

If you want to contact a faculty member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, please refer to the “Admission” on the
Website of Ritsumeikan University Graduate School of Policy Science after checking their areas of expertise on the
graduate school website, or Ritsumeikan University Researcher database.

— “To those who are considering attending our Graduate School” and send an email with the necessary information to
the Administrative Office of the Graduate School of Policy Science.

https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsps/admission/

M Ritsumeikan University Researcher Database (Graduate School of Policy Science):
https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsps/introduce/faculty/

B Ritsumeikan University Researcher Database:
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

B Administrative Office, College of Policy Science,
Contact: gsps-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp




IV. Required Documents
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7 1. Required Documents
3 You need to submit the required documents through Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Online Application System
0(3 “Ritsu-Mate”. Please check the documents marked v and 3 in the “Admission Method” column you are applying for in
a the list below, and check the required documents and the upload (submission) destination in Ritsu-Mate.
=] . Admission Method Upload (Submission)
Required Documents . . .
g | Destination on Ritsu-Mate
(1) | Application Photo v v v Application Photo
. . . Certificate of (Expected)
v v -
(2) | Certificate of Graduation / Expected Graduation Graduation/Completion
(3) | Academic Transcript v v v Academic Transcript
(4) | Statement of Reason for Application v vi v Statement of Purpose
(5) | Research Proposal v v v Research Proposal
(6) | Bachelor’s Degree Thesis or Seminar Paper - v — Academic Thesis
) Two Letters of Recommendation for Graduate y _ B Letter of Recommendation
Study
(8) | Certificate of English Proficiency Test v - - Certificate Of Language
Ability
(9) | Certificate of Enrollment - - v Certificate of Enrollment
. . w . " Application Sheet for Non-
(10) | Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants * * * Japanese Applicants
A photocopy of applicant’s passport information % » % Copy of Passport
(11) * * *
page (Passport Data Page)
. Copy of Japanese
12) (C](s)ggfhoéijda(ie;nese Residence Card 5 " 5 Residence Card
(Both Sides)
(13) Summaw of Bachelor’'s Degree Thesis or % y _ Other Documents (1)
Seminar Paper
“Recommendation Letter” by a Faculty Member
(14) | of the Graduate School of Policy Science, - - O Other Documents (2)
Ritsumeikan University

vt Necessary 3 : If applicable — : Unnecessary

¢ Those who are enrolled in undergraduate schools or graduate schools of Ritsumeikan University as regular students at the
time of application DON'T need to submit.

2. Preparing Required Documents
Regarding the required documents for which we designate specific forms, please download them from the Ritsumeikan
Entrance Examination Information Website and prepare them.
Application data also can be downloaded from the Graduate School Website.
The Graduate School Website: (URL)https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsps/eng/admission/
3¢ The application will not be accepted if the applicant does not submit all the specified documents and pay the fee within the
designated period.

Please also refer to 2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission in the Application Guidelines (For all Graduate
Schools) regarding the preparation of required documents, such as the submission of certificates.

(1) Application Photo
The color photo must be taken within three months before the application, above the chest level, without a hat or cap,
facing front, no background, and not be digitally altered.
File extension: .jpg, .jpeg, .gif, .png



(2) Certificate of Graduation / Expected Graduation
Certificate issued by the higher education institution you attended, which meets the application criteria.
Color-scanned PDF or image of the original document
File extension: .pdf, .PDF
* For those who have finished undergraduate abroad, the degree must be confirmed with this document.
[Those who have graduated / who are expected to graduate from universities in China
* except for Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau]
Instead of the certificate of graduation / expected graduation, please submit the color-scanned PDF of the original
document below.
(Those who have already graduated)
Online Verification Report of Higher Education Qualification Certificate (English translation of “Zt& % ik 15/ 1~
M RE”)
{Those who expect to graduate)
Online Verification Report of Student Record (English translation of “Z& & F FE AL £k IS TFH 5

[Eligibility Requirements (2) (Persons who have been awarded a degree by the National Institution for Academic
Degrees and Quality Enhancement of Higher Education or who are expected to be awarded such a degree)]

PDF of a substitute Certificate of Degree Conferment or the Certificate of Acceptance of Application for Degree
Conferment for the Certificate of (Expected) Graduation

[Eligibility Requirements (10) (Persons who hold a teaching license or are expected to obtain such a license)]
PDF of a substitute Certificate/Letter of Award of Teaching License for the Certificate of (Expected) Graduation

(3) Academic Transcript
Academic Transcript must be issued by the higher education institution which meets the application criteria.
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(4) Statement of Reason for Application [Form PS 1]
To be completed in English.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(5) Research Proposal [Form PS 2-1]
To be completed in English.

File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(6) Bachelor’s Degree Thesis or Seminar Paper [Free Format]
Seminar Work Completed by the Application Deadline

+ Students who have already submitted their graduation thesis should submit that thesis.

« Students who have not yet submitted their graduation thesis should submit their third-year Seminar Paper II (“Policy
Seminar 2”). Students who have already submitted their graduation thesis proposal (“Policy Seminar 3”) should
submit that as well.

File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(7) Two Letters of Recommendation for Graduate Study [Free Format]
Recommendation letters should be written by their academic advisor or equivalent. Each letter should come from two
different people. If the applicant is currently working, a recommendation written by their supervisor is also acceptable.
Please combine all documents into a single PDF file and upload it.
If a ‘letter of recommendation’ is issued by a faculty member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, direct
submission by the recommender to the office is permitted.
The submission period is the application period for the entrance examination.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF
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To the person making the recommendation:

Your recommendation letter will be used to assess the applicant’s potential as a graduate student in the Graduate

School of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University. The format is optional. However, please write either in English or

Japanese, including the following points:

1. Please write about your details including : Name, Institution, Job title, Address, Tel, E-mail, Signature and the Date of
Signature.

2. What is your relationship with the applicant?

3. What do you know of his/her academic abilities?

4. The points where you can sense the applicant is undoubtedly motivated to study at the Graduate School of Policy
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Science, Ritsumeikan University.

5. What do you know of his/her personal character?

6. The applicant’s English proficiency.

7. If you were to describe the weaknesses or the points of improvement of the applicant, what would they be? Also, please
describe the recognized effort of the applicant to make up for them.

We may contact you to ask questions about the content of the letter of recommendation.

(8) Certificate of English Proficiency Test
1) Test type - Score
One of the following test results
- TOEFL iBT" Test / TOEFL iBT" Home Edition
Score of new scale after January 21. 2026: Score of 4 or above
Score of previous scale before January 20.2026: Score of 79 or above
Only TOEFL iBT" scores from a single test date will be considered (My Best™ scores will not be taken into
consideration).
- TOEFL ITP® Test: (score of 550 or above)
-IELTS / IELTS Indicator (score of 6.0 or above)
However, persons who meet one of the following criteria are exempt from submitting official certificates proving
English language proficiency as above:
a. Applicants who are nationals of the countries listed below.
*Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Canada, Commonwealth of Dominica, Grenada,
Guyana, Ireland, Jamaica, Malta, New Zealand, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines,
Trinidad and Tobago, U.K. and U.S.A.
b. Applicants who have completed or are expected to complete an undergraduate or graduate program where English
is the official language of instruction.
In such a case, an official university document certifying this is required (the document must be a PDF file of the
original and signed by a person who holds a post such as dean or department chair).
2)Required document
- A PDF Score Report for TOEFL iBT” Test or TOEFL ITP® Test
- The Test Report Form-TRF for IELTS
File extension: .pdf, .PDF
3)Period of validity
Test results taken more than two years before the first day of the application period are deemed invalid.

(9) Certificate of Enroliment
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(10) Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants [Form GS 1]
Required only for applicants who do not have Japanese nationality.
PDF file downloaded and filled in with the required information
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(11) A photocopy of applicant’s passport information page
Must include name and date of birth
- Only those who have a valid passport at the time of application and who do not have Japanese nationality except for
special permanent residents.
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extension: .pdf, .PDF



(12) A photocopy of Residence Card (both side)
Applicable only to applicants who fall under residence statuses B-1 or B-2 as indicated on the Application Sheet for
Non-Japanese Applicants.
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(13) Summary of Bachelor’s Degree Thesis or Seminar Paper [Form PS 3]
You may submit abstracts of work completed in seminars and similar courses (such as graduation theses or seminar
papers) up to the time of application.

« Applicants who have already submitted their graduation thesis may submit an abstract of that thesis using [Form PS
3].

+ Applicants who have not yet submitted a graduation thesis, or whose program does not require a graduation thesis,
may submit abstracts of papers or reports written for seminars. If there are no equivalent works, submission is not
required.

« If the work is written in Japanese or English, you may also submit the work itself (i.e., the graduation thesis or seminar
paper, etc.). If the work is written in a language other than Japanese or English, you are not required to submit the
work itself.

File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(14) “Recommendation Letter” by a Faculty Member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan
University [Form PS 4]
Recommenders can submit their letters of recommendation directly to our office. The submission period is the
application period for the entrance examination.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

3.Important Notes for Application
(1) Application documents should be A4 size and typed in English.
(2) Regarding how to enter /write your name in application formats, be sure to refer to “ (1) How to enter/write your

names”,“2.Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate
Schools) ”.

4.Uploading the Required Documents
Please prepare all required document files in the specified file formats and upload them to “Ritsu-Mate”. You must
complete the upload within the application period (Japan Time). Submissions cannot be made after the application period.
For detailed instructions, please refer to the “Rits-Mate” manual.
“Ritsu-Mate” User Manual: https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/applicants/manual/
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V. Screening Method and Examination Sheet

1.Screening Method

Admission will be based upon screening all submitted documents. If deemed necessary by the Graduate School, Applicants
may have either phone, email or Zoom interviews.

Skippers
(1) Screening Method

Students will be selected based on the overall judgement, which includes document screenings, and an interview.
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| Interview | Students will be questioned about their research proposal.

(2) Examination Schedule

Open the Exam 1st Period
Room/Instructions Interview
12:50 13:00 —

— The detailed information will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate”.

(3) Test Location
Osaka Ibaraki Campus, Ritsumeikan University (The detailed information will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate”.)

2.Examination Sheet
The Examination Sheet will be used to check your application number.
It is downloadable from “Ritsu-Mate” about one week before the result notification day.
Please refer to “(2) Examination Sheet”, “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination”

specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

Skippers
The examination sheet for entrance examination can be downloaded from “Ritsu-Mate” approximately one week prior to
the examination date. Print out the examination sheet for entrance examination after downloading, and bring it on the day

of the entrance examination. (Please refer to “ (2) Examination Sheet”, “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School
Entrance Examination” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.)

VI. Notification of Results

The results will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate” at 10:00 am (Japan time) on the day of the result announcement.

Successful applicants will also be informed of the admission procedures.

Regarding the enrollment procedures, please refer to “5. Enrollment Procedures (Information)” specified in the “Application
Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

URL of “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”:

https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/exam/supplement_e.html/
- Please note that the university will not respond to any inquiries regarding results of the entrance examination.



Doctoral Program

|. Principle and Purpose
The purpose of the Graduate School of Policy Science is to provide a curriculum capable of instilling students with the
knowledge required to discover and solve the policy issues of our modern society, and through the practical aspects and
synthesis of the diverse subjects, to foster the graduates with the skills and knowledge required by the needs of the society.

Il. Educational and Human Resource Development Goals

In order to accomplish the purpose mentioned above, the Doctoral Program at the Graduate School of Policy Science is
designed to foster the essential research skills necessary to correctly understand the policy issues we confront in our
modern society and create solutions for them. Furthermore, through the research in the field of policy science, the goal of
the curriculum is to foster highly talented persons fully capable of engaging the social issues we face today.

I1l.Admission Policy
The Graduate School of Policy Science welcomes the students with the following qualifications for its educational and
human resource development goals mentioned above.
1)Have a broad interest in social issues
2)Possess a flexible mindset and wide range perspective to innovate existing disciplines through a multi-faceted approach
3)Willing to conduct in-depth research to arrive at solutions to these issues
4)Exceed in thinking logically
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IV. Curriculum Policy
As well as the Master’s Program, students are to receive systematic guidance through the participation in joint research
project, not only to improve the research skills but also to gain the skill to plan and manage the research process which is
essential to be an independent policy science researcher. Students are sequentially required to report the results of such
research activities in form of academic theses and present at “Policy Science Workshop” hosted by the Graduate School of

Policy Science.

V. Diploma Policy
The Graduate School of Policy Science awards a doctoral degree, with the aims of the Doctoral Program of the Graduate
School of Policy Science, which are to foster talented individuals that meet the expectation of educational and human
resource development goals to those who enroll for at least three years, take the regular courses, acquire required credits,
receive necessary research guidance, submit a doctoral dissertation and attain a passing mark for the evaluation of their
doctoral dissertation and final examination, while considering that the student has met the goal of the educational and
human resource development goals.




I. Admission Method, Number of Students Accepted and Schedule

1.Admission Method and Number of Students Accepted

. .. Number of
Major Admission Method Students Accepted
Major in Policy Science Regular Admissions (English-based) A Few

—Depending on the number of applications received and results of the entrance examination, the number of successful candidates could be

less than the Number of Students Accepted.

O

8'_ 2.Schedule

o Examination Notification of Admission
= .. .

o Month Application Period Date Results Method
i Februa Thursday, December 17, 2026 Documents Thursday,
0% y — Thursday, January 7, 2027 Screening* February 25, 2027

=
Q Jul Thursday, May 20, 2027 Documents Thursday,

3 y — Thursday, June 3, 2027 Screening* July 15, 2027

*If deemed necessary, applicants may be interviewed by phone, email or web, etc.
—In “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan time) of the first day of the application period.

3.Application Fee
5,000 yen
—The payment must be completed during the application period.
—Payment can be made by credit card, using the convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or Overseas Remittance. For detailed

information, please see “ (3) Application Fee”, “1. How to Apply / Application Process” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all

Graduate Schools)”.
—The application fee will be exempted for those who have completed or are going to complete a Master’s Degree program or Professional

Degree program in March 2027 or September 2027 at any Graduate Schools of Ritsumeikan University and will continue their study in

the Doctoral program.



|l. Eligibility Requirements

Applicants must satisfy one of the following application criteria (1) through (7):

(1) Persons who have been awarded a master’s degree or professional degree or who are expected to be awarded such a
degree before being enrolled in the graduate school

(2) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree abroad or who are
expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school

(3) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by completing a
correspondence course offered by an overseas school in Japan or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before
being enrolled in the graduate school

(4) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by completing the
program of an overseas school in Japan that is designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology as corresponding to an overseas graduate school or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before
being enrolled in the graduate school

(5) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree by completing a program at United Nations
University or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school

(6) Persons who have been engaged in research activities at a university or research institute for at least two years after
graduating from a university or its equivalent and who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate
schools as having an academic ability equal to holders of a master’s degree (the 1989 Notification of the Ministry of
Education, Science, Sports and Culture No.118) (*)

(7) Persons who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as having an academic ability equal to
or higher than holders of a master’s degree or professional degree as a result of individual preliminary screening and
who have reached 24 years of age (*)

* Persons who intend to apply under category (6) or (7) should be subject to the individual preliminary screening. Please
refer to page 45 and complete the necessary procedures by the specified dates.

—Contact the Administrative Office, College of Policy Science before the deadline to request for the individual preliminary
screening (please refer to page 45 for the request deadline) if you have any inquiries about the requirements above, such
as the number of years you received education overseas or a degree obtained at an overseas educational institution.

—Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based on expecting
to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually complete that program by
September 25, 2027 will have their admission revoked.

—International applicants must have sufficient English ability to understand course contents at the graduate school.

*This admission method is open to students whose preferred language of instruction is English.
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1. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor
prior to Your Application

Applicants must consult with a faculty member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University before the
application period starts. Please get pre-counseling on what they can study at the graduate school with the faculty member.

*Requested supervisor may conduct a consultation online.

<How to contact the faculty member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University >

If you want to contact a faculty member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, please refer to the “Admission” on the
Website of Ritsumeikan University Graduate School of Policy Science after checking their areas of expertise on the
graduate school website, or Ritsumeikan University Researcher database.

— “To those who are considering attending our Graduate School” and send an email with the necessary information to
the Administrative Office of the Graduate School of Policy Science.

https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsps/admission/

M Ritsumeikan University Researcher Database (Graduate School of Policy Science):
https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsps/introduce/faculty/

B Ritsumeikan University Researcher Database:
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

B Administrative Office, College of Policy Science,
Contact: gsps-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp




IV. Required Documents

1.Required Documents
You need to submit the required documents through Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Online Application System

“Ritsu-Mate”. Please check the documents marked v and 3 in the “Admission Method” column you are applying for in

the list below, and check the required documents and the upload (submission) destination in Ritsu-Mate.

Admission Upload (Submission) Destinati
Regsiedl Dpemmamis Method ploa u m}ssmn estination on
| Ritsu-Mate
(1) | Application Photo v Application Photo g
. . a
(2) | Certificate of Completion / Expected Completion vi Certificate of (Expect'ed) Graduation/ ct
Completion Q
(3) | Academic Transcript v Academic Transcript o
(4) | Statement of Reason for Application vi Statement of Purpose g
(5) | Research Proposal v Research Proposal oL
Q
(6) | A copy of Master’s Thesis v Academic Thesis 3
(7) | Two Letters of Recommendation for Graduate Study vi Letter of Recommendation
(8) | Certificate of English Proficiency Test vi Certificate of Language Ability
. . Application Sheet for Non-Japanese
- ES .
(9) | Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants Applicants
(10) | A photocopy of applicant’s passport information page * Copy of Passport
P py ot app passp pag (Passport Data Page)
11) Copy of Japanese Residence Card " Copy of Japanese Residence Card
(Both Sides) (Both Sides)

vt Necessary ¢ : If applicable

% Those who are enrolled in undergraduate schools or graduate schools of Ritsumeikan University as regular students at the
time of application DON’T need to submit.

2.Preparing Required Documents
Regarding the required documents for which we designate specific forms, please download them from the Ritsumeikan

Entrance Examination Information Website and prepare them.

Application data also can be downloaded from the Graduate School Website.

The Graduate School Website: (URL)https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsps/eng/admission/

3% The application will not be accepted if the applicant does not submit all the specified documents and pay the fee within the
designated period.

Please also refer to 2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission in the Application Guidelines (For all Graduate
Schools) regarding the preparation of required documents, such as the submission of certificates.

(1) Application Photo
The color photo must be taken within three months before the application, above the chest level, without a hat or cap,
facing front, no background, and not be digitally altered.
File extension: .jpg, .jpeg, .gif, .png

(2) Certificate of Completion / Expected Completion

Certificate issued by Graduate school you attended, which meets application criteria.

Color-scanned PDF or image of the original document

File extension: .pdf, .PDF

* For those who have completed graduate schools abroad, the degree such as Master, etc. must be confirmed with this
document.

[Those who have completed / who are expected to complete a program at Graduate School in China
* except for Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau]



(Those who have already completed)

Instead of the certificate of completion, please submit a single file (PDF) that includes both D) and (2) below, scanned in

color from the originals.

(D Online Verification Report of Higher Education Qualification Certificate (English translation of “ Z{ 7 8% DIk 15 i,
T ERT)

(2 Online Verification Report of Higher Education Degree Certificate (English translation of “ F[EEZ&HE FAIHEL:
RS )

(Those who expect to complete)

In addition to the certificate of expected completion, please print and submit the color-scanned PDF or image of the

original documents below.

Online Verification Report of Student Record (English translation of “ 2t & 3% 5 (£ I IFH ™)

(3) Academic Transcript
Academic Transcript must be issued by the Graduate School which meets the application criteria.
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(4) Statement of Reason for Application [Form PS 1]
To be completed in English.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF
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(5) Research Proposal [Form PS 2-2]
To be completed in English.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(6) A copy of Master’s Thesis (or equivalent research achievement), and summary of the submitted Master’s thesis
or equivalent research achievement.
If you have written your master’s thesis (or equivalent research achievement) in a language other than Japanese or
English, please submit a translation into Japanese or English.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(7) Two Letters of Recommendation for Graduate Study [Free Format]
Recommendation letters should be written by their academic advisor or equivalent. Each letter should come from two
different people. If the applicant is currently working, a recommendation written by their supervisor is also acceptable.
Please combine all documents into a single PDF file and upload it.
If a ‘letter of recommendation’ is issued by a faculty member of the Graduate School of Policy Science, direct
submission by the recommender to the office is permitted.
The submission period is the application period for the entrance examination.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

To the person making the recommendation:

Your recommendation letter will be used to assess the applicant’s potential as a graduate student in the Graduate

School of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University. The format is optional. However, please write either in English or

Japanese, including the following points:

1. Please write about your details including Name, Institution, Job title, Address, Tel, E-mail, Signature and the Date of
Signature.

2. What is your relationship with the applicant?

3. What do you know of his/her academic abilities? (If the applicant is a candidate for a Doctoral course, please include
your evaluation of his/her Master’s thesis and/or academic papers).

4. The points where you can sense the applicant is undoubtedly motivated to study at the Graduate School of Policy
Science, Ritsumeikan University.

5. What do you know of his/her personal character?

6. The applicant’s English proficiency.

7. If you were to describe the weaknesses or the points of improvement of the applicant, what would they be? Also, please
describe the recognized effort of the applicant to make up for them.

We may contact you to ask questions about the content of the letter of recommendation.



(8) Certificate of English Proficiency Test
1) Test type - Score
One of the following test results
- TOEFL iBT" Test / TOEFL iBT" Home Edition
Score of new scale after January 21. 2026: Score of 4 or above
Score of previous scale before January 20.2026: Score of 79 or above
Only TOEFL iBT" scores from a single test date will be considered (MyBest™ scores will not be taken into
consideration).
. TOEFL ITP®:Test (score of 550 or above)
-IELTS / IELTS Indicator (score of 6.0 or above)
However, persons who meet one of the following criteria are exempt from submitting official certificates proving
English language proficiency as above.
a. Applicants who are nationals of the countries listed below.
*Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Ireland,
Jamaica, Malta, New Zealand, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago,

U.K. and U.S.A.
b. Applicants who have completed or are expected to complete a postgraduate program where English is the official

language of instruction.
In such a case, an official university document certifying this is required (the document must be a PDF file of the
original and signed by a person who holds a post such as dean or department chair).

c. Applicants who have written their master’s thesis (or equivalent research work) in English, which is submitted as
an application document.

2)Required document
- A PDF Score Report for TOEFL iBT” Test or TOEFL ITP® Test

- The Test Report Form-TRF for IELTS
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

3)Period of validity
Test results taken more than two years before the first day of the application period are deemed invalid.

*Applicants who have completed or are going to complete the Master’s degree program of the Graduate School of
Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University do not have to submit a Certificate of English proficiency test as above.

(9) Application Sheet for Non-Japanese Applicants [Form GS 1]
Required only for applicants who do not have Japanese nationality.
PDF file downloaded and filled in with the required information
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(10) A photocopy of applicant’s passport information page
Must include name and date of birth
- Only those who have a valid passport at the time of application and who do not have Japanese nationality except for
special permanent residents.
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(11) A photocopy of Residence Card (both side)
Applicable only to applicants who fall under residence statuses B-1 or B-2 as indicated on the Application Sheet for
Non-Japanese Applicants.
PDF file scanned from the original document
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

3.Important Notes for Application
(1) Application documents should be A4 size and typed in English.
(2) Regarding how to enter /write your name in application formats, be sure to refer to “ (1) How to enter/write your

names”,“2.Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate
Schools) ”.
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4. Uploading the Required Documents

Please prepare all required document files in the specified file formats and upload them to “Ritsu-Mate”. You must
complete the upload within the application period (Japan Time). Submissions cannot be made after the application period.

For detailed instructions, please refer to the “Ritsu-Mate” manual.
“Ritsu-Mate” User Manual: https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/applicants/manual/

V. Screening Method and Examination Sheet

1.Screening Method

Admission will be based upon screening all submitted documents. Applicants may be interviewed by phone, email or web,

etc.

2.Examination Sheet
Applicants can check your application number on the Examination Sheet, which is downloadable from “Ritsu-Mate” about
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one week before the result notification day.
- Please refer to page “ (2) Examination Sheet”, “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination”

specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools) ”.

VI. Notification of Results

The results will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate” at 10:00 am (Japan time) on the day of the result announcement.

Successful applicants will also be informed of the admission procedures.
Regarding the enrollment procedures, please refer to “5. Enrollment Procedures (Information)” specified in the “Application

Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.
URL of “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”:

https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/exam/supplement_e.html/
- Please note that the university will not respond to any inquiries regarding results of the entrance examination.

— 44 —



Individual Preliminary Screening (Only if applicable)

Ritsumeikan University offers individual preliminary screenings for prospective adult learners, etc. with the academic capacity
and motivation to study at the graduate level, but whose academic credentials do not meet the minimum application
requirements. Those who wish to apply for enrollment into a Master’s Program who have been determined through the
preliminary screening to have academic ability equal to or greater than that of a university graduate will be allowed to apply
for the admission screening. Likewise, those who wish to enroll into a Doctoral Program who have been determined through
the preliminary screening to have academic ability equal to or greater than that of a Master’s or Professional Degree Program
graduate will be allowed to apply for the admission screening.

Those who wish to take the individual preliminary screening for the admission method that allows applicants to qualify by the
individual preliminary screening, complete the necessary procedures by the designated deadline.

* It should be noted that the purpose of the individual preliminary screening is only to check whether or not you meet the
requirements for application regarding academic ability. It is completely separate from the entrance examination. Passing the
individual preliminary screening will simply allow you to apply to take the entrance examination, which you will then need to
pass in order to be granted admission to the graduate school.

1.Procedures for the Individual Preliminary Screening
STEPS 1: Request for the individual preliminary screening to the administrative office of the graduate school.

STEPS 2: Obtain required documents to be submitted for the screening.

STEPS 3: Submit required documents by the designated deadline.

STEPS 4: Receive a result of the screening. If you pass the screening, apply for the graduate school in accordance with the
application guidelines of the graduate school.

2.Screening Method

Document Screening (plus an interview, if necessary)

3.The matters to be considered during the screening consist of the academic history and qualifications
of the individual applicants to be recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than

university graduates, which include.
— Any learning programs that the applicant has completed at a special training school or vocational school, etc.

— Work experience and qualifications has got the applicant.
— Certain credits that the applicant has earned as a degree / a non-degree student.
— Learning programs that the applicant has completed at a school under the prewar educational system.

4.Deadline to Request for the Individual Preliminary Screening and Submit Documents
<Deadline to request a screening>

Please contact the Administrative Office, College of Policy Science at least 3 weeks prior to the first day of the
application period of any examination.

<Deadline to submit documents>
The date will be notified separately.
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5.Documents to be Submitted

{ Applicants for admission to a Master’s Program are required to submit the following documents.)

Documents to be submitted Remarks
(1) Application form for an individual preliminary screening | — Regarding the formats of (1) and (2), inquire at the
(which doubles as a personal resume) administrative office of the graduate school.
(2) Essay on your reason for applying for admission and — If you wish, you may submit additional materials, such as
Research plan another certificate, essay, piece of work, or reference
(3) Certificate of academic background and academic record data, together with these documents.
(e.g.) certificate of graduation, certificate of enrollment,
academic transcript etc.
(4) Other documents required by the administrative office.

{ Applicants for admission to a Doctoral Program are required to submit the following documents.)

Documents to be submitted Remarks
(1) Application form for an individual preliminary screening | — Regarding the formats of (1) and (2), inquire at the
(which doubles as a personal resume) administrative office of the graduate school.

(2) Essay on your reason for applying for admission and
Research plan

(3) Certificate of academic background and academic record
(e.g.) certificate of graduation, certificate of enrollment,
academic transcript etc.

(4) Research achievement that corresponds to a master’s
thesis (in a text — recognizable data format such as Word
and PDF)

(5) Documents that confirm publication of (4) and / or
conference reports.

(6) Other documents required by the administrative office
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6.Mailing Address / Inquiry
Administrative Office, College of Policy Science,
Ritsumeikan University, Graduate School Entrance Examination
Tel: +81-72-665-2080 (Direct)
e-mail: gsps-adm@st.ritsumei.ac.jp
3% Please submit the documents via email.

7.Screening Fee
None

8.Result of the Screening
The result of the individual preliminary screening will be sent to you by mail or email at least one week prior to the
deadline of the application for admission.

9.Validity of the Qualification
The qualification for applying for admission granted as a result of the individual preliminary screening is valid for any
application for the same admission in each graduate school.
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