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(1) The twelve years from Yuan Shikai's death until the establishment of the Nationalist government in 1928 are usually

referred to as China's warlord period. In the absence of a strong central power, commanders in Yuan's old army, governors of

provinces, local strongmen, and gangsters busied themselves building up power bases. For a while the key struggle seemed to
be for control of the north, as the strongest warlords waged highly destructive wars across north China. With no one in charge,
bandit gangs appeared everywhere, often causing more disruption' to everyday life even than the warlord armies, and forcing

villages to form local defense forces.

(2) While all this was going on, young intellectuals were waging their own wars against old and outmoded ideas. Those

who received modern educations felt that they had inherited the obligation of the literati to advise those in power; they moreover

believed themselves uniquely qualified by their modern educations to 'save' China. This was particularly true at the newly

reorganized Beijing University, where Chen Duxiu, the founder of the periodical New Youth, had been appointed Dean of
Letters®. Chen was a zealous advocate® of individual freedom. In the first issue of New Youth in 1915 he challenged the long-
standing Confucian deference toward elders by celebrating youth. He urged* his readers to think for themselves and not let the
old contaminate them. In other articles he wrote that Confucianism had to be rejected before China could attain® equality and

human rights.

One of the first faculty members appointed to Beijing University by Chen Duxiu was Hu Shi. ¢3) Hu Shi was not as all-

encompassing in his rejection of tradition as Chen. The aim of the new thought, he wrote in New Youth, was not to replace old

beliefs with ones imported from the west but to develop the habit of critical thought: ancient wisdom had to be re-evaluated on
the basis of whether its tenets® were still suitable to the needs of the day.

While still in the United States, Hu Shi began a campaign to get people to abandon writing in the classical literary language
that had been the mark of the educated person for so many centuries. Since Chinese civilization had been so closely tied to this

language, his assertions” came dangerously close to declaring Chinese civilization dead. (4) Hu Shi did recognize that the old

written language had allowed communication between speakers of mutually unintelligible dialects and thus had been a source

of unity, but he argued that once a national literature was produced in vernacular Chinese, a standard dialect would establish

itself, much as such standard vernaculars had gained hold in Europe.

Chen Duxiu supported Hu's literary reform, and soon New Youth was written entirely in colloquial Chinese. To Chen, the

liberating effects of language reform were its strongest drawing points; its use would open literature to 'the people' and free

thought from the stultifying® effect of old mindsets.

Bl T (1) 250EREORNEEBEA, 1916 N5 1928 FIZNTTOREOERBSRIZONWT, BEAMICHEE L,
M2 THE (2) ZEKEICHRE,

B3 T#E (2) - (3) 28VBREOARTEREA, PEOGHREEDHMTFIZHT S Chen Duxiu & Hu Shi D& Z HD
EBWIZDWT, BRBNCEHAE L,

M4 T#EE (4) ZHARGFICRE.

#BTE L disruption: (HIEEZz& ) AREE - 4%/ 2. Dean of Letters: (LBUA%®D) XHEI%EE /3. advocate: i - Zi5%
4. urge: (nETHLS) BETS - BEITS /5. attain: (B %) ERTD [ 6 tenet: HF - 54 - X%
7. assertion: FiE / 8. stultify: (s - Efnez) BFTS - E\HIcT 3

Reprinted from The Cambridge lllustrated History of China,
(£ 3 O 1 ) by Patricia Buckley Ebrey, Cambridge University Press.
Copyright © 1996 Cambridge University Press.
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