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Where can we trace the roots of modern Korean nationalism and
modern Korean thought? And what are the social forces and factors which
forged it?

This question can be approached from various viewpoints. Some
scholars go back to the early phase of the Chosdn dynasty to seek a
plausible answer. But if we adhere strictly to scientific parameters, we do
not have to go so far. The Sirhak (Practical Learning) of the 18th century
marks its origin and the Tonghak thoughts as well as the Enlightenment
thoughts of the mid-nineteenth century, emerging in the wake of the threat
to the nation, represent its formative phase.

In order to form a proper perspective of the issue of modern Korean
nationalism, it is imperative to analyze the content of the above three
currents of thoughts, and of course, to understand the very concept of
modemn nationalism. However, as is evident from the theses offered by
scholars of nationalism in various parts of the world, interpretations of the
concept of nationalism are mutually too disparate to converge on a point

M2 ROXFEZAARBITRLERI W,

Tn the summer of 1907, the world declared Korea illegal. The previous
autumn, Emperor Kojong of Korea sent three representatives on his behalf to
the Second International Conference on Peace at The Hague. Their mission
was to register the emperor’s protest against Japan’s 1905 protectorate agree-
ment over Korea. According to the well-known account of their travels over-
land to Burope, Yi Sangsd), Yi Jun, and Yi Uijong reached the Netherlands in
late June 1907, during the second week of the conference. They carried a letter
from their emperor detailing the invalidity of the protectorate and demand-
ing international condemnation of Japan.! Although the three young men
appealed to diplomats from countries that had long-standing relations with
Korea, none except the Russian envoy gave them more than a passing notice.
Not coincidentally, of course, Japan’s shocking military victory against Russia
two years earlier made St. Petersburg eager to support any protest of Japan.

University of Hawaii Press.

of UﬂEll'lllTlltV Reprinted from Modern Korean history and nationalism
by Shin Yong-ha, translator N. M. Pankaj, Jimoondang
Publishing. Copyright © 2000 Jimoondang Publishing.

Copyright © 2006 University of Hawaii Press.

Reprinted from Japan's Colonization of Korea, by Alexis Dudden,
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