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B ERIZR AR Master’s Program
- —RAFHER (HAZES) » Regular Admissions (English-based Program)
- AR AANZEHER (BAFEEE) Doctoral Program
- SNEABZE AR (HASEESE) » Regular Admissions (English-based Program)

B KERAFBERY A SMIBELTVWS [AFHBEIE (TRAHLE)] bohETHEERL T EEL,
— Please check the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)” posted on Ritsumeikan University Graduate
School Entrance Examination Information Website.

B THOSBRBICIIAZEBREEDSEHNSICEBNE LB, [MIHEEAZAERATBRT A M
(https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/) THHMS5ELFT,
In case the contents of Application Guidelines need to be changed due to unforeseen circumstances, the information
will be updated on “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website” (https://
www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/).
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Tuition and Fees

Past Examination Papers

*UTFODBIAG [AFHREIR (AREHLE)] THEL TSV,
— Please also check the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)” which includes important information below.
How to Apply / Application Process
Points to Note when Applying for Admission
Qualification for Admission to Graduate Schools
Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination
Enrollment Procedures (Information)

Scholarships, Tuition Reduction Scheme Available for International Graduate Students

Handling of the Personal Information of Applicants

- TOEIC®. TOEFL® (& Educational Testing Service (ETS) DEREIZTI,

- TOEIC* L_RR TR b [L&R] [&F. Listening & Reading D1 T,

- TOEIC® and TOEFL® are registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service (ETS).
- The “L&R” in TOEIC “L&R test is a shortened form of Listening & Reading.
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Master’s Program

Educational Policy and Philosophy

In the Graduate School of Science and Engineering, our aim is to train researchers and engineers to possess not only a high
level of theory and skills in the specialist fields of science and engineering, but also the ability to make creative discoveries
in accordance with the Ritsumeikan School Spirit and Educational Philosophy.

Educational Objectives

For the Master’s Program, in accordance with the educational policy and philosophy of the Graduate School of Science and

Engineering, our educational objectives are to develop human resources with the following capabilities:

1. Individuals with reliable knowledge and research abilities in the natural sciences and specialist areas.

2. Individuals with logical writing skills, presentation abilities, and communications skills.

3. Individuals who are capable of setting out problems and solving them in specialist areas, on the basis of their awareness of
their own responsibility as researchers or technicians.

Admission Policy

In the Master’s Program, in light of our educational goals, we invite applications from individuals with the following

qualities.

1. Individuals with basic academic abilities in the natural sciences and specialist areas.

2. Individuals with sufficient language skills to understand science and technology.

3. Individuals who are strongly motivated to acquire the ability to set out and solve problems in specialist areas, on the basis
of their awareness of their own responsibility as researchers or technicians.

Curriculum Policy

In the Master’s Program, the curriculum will be formed as described below, in accordance with the educational objectives.

The Graduate School will establish Common Subjects, Major Subjects, and Research Subjects as subject categories.

Educational objectives will be achieved through the systematic completion of these subjects. The definition of each subject

type is as follows:

1. Common Subjects: Subjects established to cultivate sound knowledge and research skills in the natural sciences, the ability
to utilize knowledge and research skills in society, and foreign language communication skills.

2. Major Subjects: Subjects established to cultivate sound knowledge in a specialized field.

3. Research Subjects: Subjects established to cultivate research ability in a specialized field, presentation and communication
skills, and the ability to pose and solve problems.

Degree Policy

In the Master’s Program, a master’s degree will be conferred upon the following persons in accordance with the

educational objectives. Degree recipients must have obtained the required number of credits designated by the Graduate

School of Science and Engineering and have passed an evaluation of their academic dissertation based on dissertation

evaluation criteria for the Master’s Program:

1. Those who possess sound knowledge and research abilities in the natural sciences and specialized fields.

2. Those who possess logical writing skills, presentation skills, and communication skills.

3. Those who, in addition to being aware of their responsibility as a researcher/engineer, possess the ability to pose and solve
problems in specialized fields.
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| . Admission Method, Number of Students Accepted and Schedule

1. Admission Method and Number of Students Accepted

Engineering

Architecture and Urban Design

Number of
Major Course Admission Method Students
Accepted
Advanced Mathematics and Mathematics Regular Admissions Afe
Physics (English-based Degree Program) W
Advanced Electrical, Electronic | Electrical, Electronic and Computer Regular Admissions Afew
and Computer Systems Systems (English-based Degree Program)
Mechanical Engineering
Advanced Mechanical Robotics Regular Admissions Afew
Engineering and Robotics (English-based Degree Program)
Micro Systems Technology
Advanced Architectural, Civil and Environmental Engineering ..
Environmental and Civil Regular Admissions A few

(English-based Degree Program)

—Depending on the applications received and results of the entrance examination, the number of successful candidates could be less than

the Number of Students Accepted.

2. Schedule

Application Period

Screening Method

Notification of Results

Admission
Method

Thursday, April 1, 2027
— Thursday, April 15, 2027

Document Screening

Thursday, June 3, 2027

—Applicants must contact their prospective supervising professor and get pre-counseling on their research plan before submitting an

application. For details, please refer to page 18.
—In “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan time) of the first day of the application period.
—All application documents must be submitted during the application period.

3. Application Fee
5,000 yen

— The payment must be completed during the application period.
— Payment can be made by credit card, using the convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or Overseas
Remittance. For detailed information, please see “(3) Application Fee” in “1. How to Apply / Application process”
specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.



II. Eligibility Requirements

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based on
expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually complete that
program by September 25, 2027 will have their admission revoked.

— Applicants must have sufficient English ability to understand course materials at their desired graduate school.

— Contact the Administrative Office, Graduate School of Science and Engineering before the deadline to request for the
individual preliminary screening (please refer to page 31 for the request deadline) if you have any inquiries about the
requirements below, such as the number of years you received education overseas or a degree obtained at an overseas
educational institution.

— Those who do not meet the criteria stated in “(2) Certificate [Certificate issued by universities in China) ”, “2. Points
to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)” must take
the individual preliminary screening. For example, persons whose final academic background is zhuanke ( L} ) (3-
year college degree) in China. For details about the individual preliminary screening, please refer to the 31 page.
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Application Criteria
Applicants who meet any of the eligibility requirements (1) ~ (10) and are able to submit the Certificate of English

Language Ability specified in item (6) on page 20.

(1) Persons who have graduated from a University (*) or who are expected to graduate from such before being enrolled in
the graduate school.

* A university as defined in Article 83 of the School Education Law (a degree course at a Japanese university).

(2) Persons who have been awarded a bachelor’s degree by the National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality
Enhancement of Higher Education or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the
graduate school.

(3) Persons who have completed a 16-year program at an overseas school or who are expected to complete such a program
before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(4) Persons who have completed a 3-year program or a program of more than 3 years (*2) and have been awarded a degree
by an overseas university or school (*1) which is recognized as being equivalent to a bachelor’s degree or who are
expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school (the 2016 ordinance of the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, No. 19).

(5) Persons who have completed a 16-year program of an overseas school by taking its correspondence course in Japan or
who are expected to complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(6) Persons who have completed the program of an overseas school in Japan that is recognized as being equivalent to an
overseas university by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology or who are expected to
complete such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(7) Persons who have completed a specialized program at a special training school designated by the Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology after the date designated by said minister or who are expected to complete
such a program before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(8) Persons who have completed a program at a university under the prewar educational system (the 1953 Notification of the
Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, No.5-1 to 4, and the 1955 Notification of the Ministry of Education,
Science, Sports and Culture, No.39-1).

(9) Persons who have been admitted to a graduate school under the grade-skipping system and who are recognized as having
enough academic ability to study at Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools (*3).

(10) Persons who have been recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than university graduates by

Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as a result of individual preliminary screening and who have reached 22
years of age or who will reach 22 years of age before being enrolled in the graduate school (*3).

*1 The university or the school shall be evaluated by an organization approved by a relevant official institution in the country
for their education and research activities or recognized as so by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology.

*2 The program shall include a correspondence course which enables students to study in Japan by a university or school
which is approved by the educational system of the country and satisfy the above requirements.

*3 Persons who intend to apply under category (9) or (10) will be subject to an individual preliminary screening. Please
contact the Administrative Office, Graduate School of Science and Engineering by Thursday, March 4, 2027 (Japan
time) if you wish for an individual preliminary screening.
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lll. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor
prior to Your Application

Applicants must contact their prospective supervising professor and get pre-counseling on their research plan before

submitting an application. Please contact the professor ahead of time to meet the application deadline.

*Prepare the “Research Plan” (Form GSSE 2), which is one of the application documents, by prior consulting on the research
content with your prospective supervisor. Please refer to “(2)” below for details on how to fill out the “Research Plan”.

(1) Contact your prospective supervising professor and get pre-counselling on your research plan

<Choose a course>

Applicants must apply to the major and course with which their prospective supervising professor is affiliated. However,
applicants for the Department of “Advanced Architectural, Environmental and Civil Engineering” can choose from the
following courses regardless of their supervising professor’s affiliation.

Eligible courses for students

Affiliated course of supervisor *
Choose one course

— Civil and Environmental Engineering Course

Civil and Envi tal Engi ing C . ;
Vil ang Environmental ENgimeering L-ourse — Architecture and Urban Design Course

Architecture and Urban Design Course — Architecture and Urban Design Course

<How to check the affiliation of professors>
Please check the Graduate School of Science and Engineering website for the majors and courses of your prospective
supervising professor.
B GSSE Website: https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsse/admission/info.html/
Admission>Degree-seeking Students>Reference Material for Master’s Program Application>“List of Professor’s
Course Affiliation”

<How to contact the prospective supervising professor>
Send an email directly to the professor who shows his/her email address on the Graduate School of Science and
Engineering website or Ritsumeikan University Researcher Database.
B GSSE Website: https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsse/academics/researchers/
B Researcher Database: https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

If you want to contact a professor whose email address is not open to the public, please use the form below.
https://forms.office.com/r/c0zfe VK10i

(2) Prepare the “Research Plan” (Form GSSE 2) with the consent of your prospective supervising professor.

<How to fill out the “Research Plan” (Form GSSE 2)>

@ Download the “Research Plan” (Form GSSE 2)(.docx) from the Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance
Examination Information Website.

(2 Enter the necessary information in the “Research Plan” (.docx) downloaded in “ @ ”.

(® Send the “Research Plan” (.docx) prepared in “ (2) ” to your prospective supervising professor as Word document (by
email, etc.), and request the professor to check the contents, enter his/her “name” in the specified field and send the
file back to you as PDF.

(@) Receive back the data as PDF with the “name” entered by the professor.

*You do not need to receive back the form in a Word file.

(3) Upload the PDF file of the “Research Plan” (Form GSSE 2) received from your prospective supervising professor to Ritsu-
mate by the application deadline.
*“Research Plans” without the name entered by the professor will be deemed invalid (do not meet the application
requirements).



https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsse/admission/info.html/
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en
https://forms.office.com/r/c0zfeVK10i

IV. Required Documents

1. Required Documents
You need to submit the required documents through Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Online Application System

“Ritsu-Mate”. Please check the documents marked v and 3 in the “Admission Method” column you are applying for in
the list below, and check the required documents and the upload (submission) destination in Ritsu-Mate.

Required Documents Admission Method | Upload (Submission) Destination on

- Ritsu-Mate
(1) | Application Photo v Application Photo

. Documents on Academic and

v .
(2) | Personal Information (Form GSSE 1) Professional Background
(3) | Research Plan (Form GSSE 2) v Research Proposal
(4) | Certificate of Graduation / Expected Graduation * CertlﬁcaFe of (Expected) Graduation/
Completion
(5) | Academic Transcript * Academic Transcript
(6) | Certificate of English Language Ability v Certificate of Language Ability
(7) | Declaration of Financial Resources (Form GSSE 4) v Other Documents (1)
(In case of Overseas Remittance)

(8) Bank Transfer Receipt for Application Fee * Other Documents (2)
(9) | Copy of Applicant’s Passport Information Page % Copy of Passport (Passport Data Page)

v :necessary * :if applicable

2. Preparing Required Documents
Regarding the required documents for which we designate specific forms, please download them from the Ritsumeikan
Entrance Examination Information Website and prepare them. Please also refer to 2. Points to Note when Applying for
Admission in the Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools) regarding the preparation of required documents, such
as the submission of certificates,

(1) Application Photo
The color photo must be taken within three months before the application, above the chest level, without a hat or cap,
facing front, no background, and not be digitally altered.
File extension: .jpg, .jpeg, .gif, .png
*If the submitted photograph is deemed unclear or unsuitable for identification purposes, the applicant may be required
to resubmit it.

(2) Personal Information (Form GSSE 1)
The completed form, filled in with the required information in the downloaded template and converted
into PDF format
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(3) Research Plan (Form GSSE 2)

Complete the form using the designated template in accordance with “How to Fill Out the Research Plan” (page 18)

and upload the completed document.

“Research Plans” without the name entered by the professor will be deemed invalid (do not meet the application

requirements).

File extension: .pdf, .PDF

*The Research Plan must be prepared by the applicant. The use of generative Al or similar tools in preparing the
Research Plan is not permitted. If a Research Plan created using generative Al is submitted as the applicant’s own
work, it may be regarded as academic misconduct.

(4) Certificate of Graduation / Expected Graduation

Certificate issued by the higher education institution you attended, which meets application criteria.
PDF file of the certificate (a color scanned PDF of the original document for paper certificate, or the original PDF file
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for electronically issued certificate)
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

*For those who have finished undergraduate abroad, the degree must be confirmed with this document.

*Those who are enrolled in undergraduate schools of Ritsumeikan University at the time of application do NOT need to
submit.

*For those who have finished undergraduate abroad, the degree must be confirmed with this document.

[Those who have graduated / who are expected to graduate from universities in China *except for Taiwan, Hong Kong
and Macau]

Instead of the certificate of graduation / expected graduation, please submit the color-scanned PDF of the original
document below.
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{Those who have already graduated)
Online Verification Report of Higher Education Qualification Certificate (English translation of “ 2t & 3% ik 15/ -
MR

{Those who expect to graduate)
Online Verification Report of Student Record (English translation of “ 24 & ¥ - 55 (e LR WG FH )

(5) Academic Transcript
Academic transcript issued by the higher education institution you attended, which meets the application criteria.
PDF file of the transcript (a color scanned PDF of the original document for paper transcripts, or the original PDF file).
File extension: .pdf, .PDF
*Those who are enrolled in undergraduate schools or graduate schools of Ritsumeikan University as regular students at
the time of application do NOT need to submit.

(6) Certificate of English Language Ability
Submit a PDF file of one of the following certificates.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

*The scores for test (s) taken more than two years before the application start date are deemed invalid.
— TOEIC” Listening & Reading Test: 785 or higher

—TOEFL iBT" Test: 4.5 or higher

— TOEFL iBT" Home Edition: 4.5 or higher

—IELTS: 5.5 or higher

— IELTS Indicator: 5.5 or higher

— Duolingo English Test: 100 or higher

*Scores of any other English Proficiency Test are unacceptable.

*Only TOEFL iBT" scores from a single test date will be considered (My Best™ scores will not be taken into
consideration.)

*Applicants who cannot take the examination above must submit an official certificate or letter issued by their current or
former university certifying enrollment in or completion of an English-medium program.

(7) Declaration of Financial Resources (Form GSSE 4)
If you plan to enroll under a scholarship from government, private organization, etc., proof of the scholarship award or
conditional award must be submitted.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(8) Bank Transfer Receipt for Application Fee
*Only if overseas bank transfer is used.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(9) Copy of Applicant’s Passport Information Page
Must include name and date of birth
— Only those who have a valid passport at the time of application and who do not have Japanese nationality.
*except for special permanent residents.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF



3. Important Notes for Application
(1) Application documents should be A4 size and typed in English.

(2) Regarding how to enter /write your name in application formats, be sure to refer to “(1) How to enter/write your names”,
“2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools).
(3) On all documents, you must enter your birth date exactly as it appears on your passport (only those who have a valid
passport at the time of application).

(4)If it is determined that your application documents contain any deliberate falsifications or forgeries, your application will
be cancelled. If your application documents contain factually inaccurate or fraudulent information, your eligibility for
examination and admission will be revoked.
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(5) Desired course and major cannot be changed after application has been submitted.

4. Uploading the Required Documents
Please prepare all required document files in the specified file formats and upload them to “Ritsu-Mate”.
You must complete the upload within the application period (Japan Time). Submissions cannot be made after the
application period.
For detailed instructions, please refer to the “Ritsu-Mate” manual.
“Ritsu-Mate” User Manual: https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/applicants/manual/



V. Screening Method and Examination Sheet

1. Screening Method

Applicants will be screened based on submitted application documents.

2. Examination Sheet
The Examination Sheet will be used to check your application number.
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It is downloadable from “Ritsu-Mate” about one week before the result notification day.

Please refer to “(2) Examination Sheet”, “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination”
specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

VI. Notification of Results

The results will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate” at 10:00 am (Japan time) on the day of the result announcement.
Successful applicants will also be informed of the admission procedures. In addition, if applicants are selected for a
scholarship, they will be informed along with the notification of results.

Regarding the enrollment procedures, please refer to “5. Enrollment Procedures (Information)” specified in the “Application
Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

URL of the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”:
https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/exam/supplement_e.html/

— Please note that the university will not respond to any inquiries regarding results of the entrance examination.

Date of results
Thursday, June 3, 2027



Doctoral Program

Educational Policy and Philosophy
In the Graduate School of Science and Engineering, our aim is to train researchers and engineers to possess not only a high
level of theory and skills in the specialist fields of science and engineering, but also the ability to make creative discoveries
in accordance with the Ritsumeikan School Spirit and Educational Philosophy.

Educational Objectives

For the Doctoral Program, in accordance with the educational policy and philosophy of the Graduate School of Science and

Engineering, our educational objectives are to develop human resources with the following capabilities:

1. Individuals who possess specialist knowledge and the ability to engage in creative research in the natural sciences and
specialist areas.

2. Individuals with high-level logical writing skills, presentation abilities, and communications skills.

3. Individuals with the ability to set out and solve social problems in society and the leadership qualities required to work
toward their resolution, on the basis of their awareness of their own responsibility as researchers or technicians.

Admission Policy
In the Doctoral Program, in light of our educational objectives, we admit individuals with the following qualities.
1. Individuals with reliable knowledge and research abilities in the natural sciences and specialist areas.
2. Individuals with logical writing skills, presentation abilities, and communications skills.
3. Individuals who are strongly motivated to develop the ability to set out and solve social problems in society and the
leadership qualities required to work toward their resolution, on the basis of their awareness of their own responsibility

as researchers or technicians.

Degree Policy
In the Doctoral Program, a doctoral degree will be conferred upon the following persons, in accordance with the
educational objectives. Furthermore, degree recipients must have obtained 8 credits from Research Subjects designated by
the Graduate School of Science and Engineering and have passed an evaluation of their academic dissertation based on
dissertation evaluation criteria for the Doctoral Program:
1. Those who possess advanced knowledge and creative research abilities in the natural sciences and specialized fields.
2. Those who possess advanced logical writing skills, presentation skills, and communication skills.
3. Those who, in addition to being aware of their responsibility as a researcher/engineer, possess the ability to pose and solve

problems in society as well as leadership skills in problem-solving.

Curriculum Policy

In the Doctoral Program, the curriculum will be formed as described below, in accordance with the educational objectives.

The Graduate School will establish Major Subjects and Research Subjects as subject categories. Educational objectives will

be achieved through the systematic completion of these subjects. The definition of each subject type is as follows:

1. Major Subjects: Subjects established to cultivate advanced knowledge and creative research ability in specialized fields in
addition to the natural sciences, to promote off -campus research skills, and to develop advanced logical writing skills.

2. Research Subjects: Subjects established to cultivate creative research ability in a specialized field, presentation and
communication skills, and the ability to pose and solve problems as well as leadership skills for problem-solving.
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| . Admission Method, Number of Students Accepted and Schedule

1. Admission Method and Number of Students Accepted

—Depending on the applications received and results of the entrance examination, the number of successful candidates could be less than

Number of
Major Course Admission Method Students
Accepted
Advanced Mathematics and Mathematics Regular Admissions A few
Physics Physics (English-based Degree Program)
Advanced Electrical, Electronic B Regular Admissions Afew
O and Computer Systems (English-based Degree Program)
(o]
a Advanced Mechanical _ Regular Admissions Afew
8 Engineering and Robotics (English-based Degree Program)
= Advanced Architectural, -
3 Environmental and Civil - Regular Admissions A few
o ) ) (English-based Degree Program)
oa Engineering
2
[
3

the Number of Students Accepted.

2. Schedule

- ' ) . Admission
Application Period Screening Method Notification of Results Method

Thursday, April 1, 2027 —
Thursday, April 15, 2027

—Applicants must contact their prospective supervising professor and get pre-counseling on their research plan before submitting an

Document Screening Thursday, June 3, 2027

application. For details, please refer to page 26.
—In “Ritsu-Mate”, the application registration can be made from 10:00 am (Japan time) of the first day of the application period.

—All application documents must be submitted during the application period.

3. Application Fee

5,000 yen

— The payment must be completed during the application period.

— Payment can be made by credit card, using the convenience store payment system, PayPal, Alipay or Overseas
Remittance. For detailed information, please see “(3) Application Fee” in “1. How to Apply / Application process”
specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

— The application fee will be exempted for those who have completed or are going to complete a Master’s Degree program
or Professional Degree program in March 2027 or September 2027 at any Graduate Schools of Ritsumeikan University

and will continue their study in the Doctoral program.



II. Eligibility Requirements

— Those who pass the admission screening who, at the time of application, only fulfilled the criteria above based on
expecting to complete their academic program, etc. by the time of enrollment but who do NOT actually complete that
program by September 25, 2027 will have their admission revoked.

— Contact the Administrative Office, Graduate School of Science and Engineering before the deadline to request for the
individual preliminary screening (please refer to page 31 for the request deadline) if you have any inquiries about the
requirements below, such as the number of years you received education overseas or a degree obtained at an overseas

educational institution.

Application Criteria

Applicants who meet any of the eligibility requirements (1) ~ (7) and are able to submit the Certificate of English

Language Ability specified in item (6) on page 28.

(1) Persons who have been awarded a master’s degree or professional degree or who are expected to be awarded such a
degree before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(2) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree abroad or who are
expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(3) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by completing a
correspondence course offered by an overseas school in Japan or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before
being enrolled in the graduate school.

(4) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree or professional degree by completing the
program of an overseas school in Japan that is designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology as corresponding to an overseas graduate school or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before
being enrolled in the graduate school.

(5) Persons who have been awarded a degree equivalent to a master’s degree by completing a program at United Nations
University or who are expected to be awarded such a degree before being enrolled in the graduate school.

(6) Persons who have been engaged in research activities at a university or research institute for at least two years after
graduating from a university or its equivalent and who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate
schools as having an academic ability equal to holders of a master’s degree (the 1989 Notification of the Ministry of
Education, Science, Sports and Culture No.118) (*1).

(7) Persons who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as having an academic ability equal to
or higher than holders of a master’s degree or professional degree as a result of the individual preliminary screening
and who are 24 years or more of age or will reach 24 years old before enrolled in the graduate school (*1).
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*1 Persons who intend to apply under category who potentially fall under category (6) or (7), will be subject to an individual
preliminary screening. Please contact the Administrative Office, Graduate School of Science and Engineering by
Thursday, March 4, 2027 (Japan time) if you wish for an individual preliminary screening.
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lll. Contacting a Prospective Supervising Professor
prior to Your Application

Applicants must contact their prospective supervising professor and get pre-counseling on their research plan before
submitting an application. Please contact the professor ahead of time to meet the application deadline.

*Prepare the “Research Plan” (Form GSSE 2), which is one of the application documents, by prior consulting on the
research content with your prospective supervisor. Please refer to “(2)” below for details on how to fill out the “Research
Plan”.

(1) Contact your prospective supervising professor and get pre-counselling on your research plan

<Choose a course>
Applicants must apply to the major and course with which their prospective supervising professor is affiliated.

<How to check the affiliation of professors>
Please check the Graduate School of Science and Engineering website for the majors and courses of your prospective
supervising professor.
B GSSE Website: https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsse/admission/info.html/
Admission>Degree-seeking Students>Reference Material for Master’s Program Application>“List of Professor’s

Course Affiliation”

<How to contact the prospective supervising professor>
Send an email directly to the professor who shows his/her email address on the Graduate School of Science and

Engineering website or Ritsumeikan University Researcher Database.
B GSSE Website: https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsse/academics/researchers/
B Researcher Database: https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en

If you want to contact a professor whose email address is not open to the public, please use the form below.
https://forms.office.com/r/c0zfeVK10i

(2) Prepare the “Research Plan” (Form GSSE 2) with the consent of your prospective supervising professor.

<How to fill out the “Research Plan” (Form GSSE 2)>
@ Download the “Research Plan” (Form GSSE 2)(.docx) from the Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance

Examination Information Website.
(2 Enter the necessary information in the “Research Plan” (.docx) downloaded in “ @ ”.
(® Send the “Research Plan” (.docx) prepared in “ (2) ” to your prospective supervising professor as Word document (by
email, etc.), and request the professor to check the contents, enter his/her “name” in the specified field and send the
file back to you as PDF.
(@) Receive back the data as PDF with the “name” entered by the professor.
*You do not need to receive back the form in a Word file.

(3) Upload the PDF file of the”Research Plan (Form GSSE2) received from your prospective supervising professor to Ritsu-

mate by the application deadline.
*“Research Plans” without the name entered by the professor will be deemed invalid (do not meet the application

requirements).


https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/gsse/admission/info.html/
https://research-db.ritsumei.ac.jp/rithp/TOP?lang=en
https://forms.office.com/r/c0zfeVK10i

IV. Required Documents

1. Required Documents
You need to submit the required documents through Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Online Application System

“Ritsu-Mate”. Please check the documents marked v and 3 in the “Admission Method” column you are applying for in
the list below, and check the required documents and the upload (submission) destination in Ritsu-Mate.

Required Documents Admission Method | Upload (Submission) Destination on

- Ritsu-Mate
(1) | Application Photo v Application Photo

. Documents on Academic and

v .
(2) | Personal Information (Form GSSE 1) Professional Background
(3) | Research Plan (Form GSSE 2) v Research Proposal
(4) | Certificate of Completion / Expected Completion % CertlﬁcaFe of (Expected) Graduation/
Completion
(5) | Academic Transcript * Academic Transcript
(6) | Certificate of English Language Ability v Certificate of Language Ability
(7) | Declaration of Financial Resources (Form GSSE 4) v Other Documents (1)
(In case of Overseas Remittance)

(8) Bank Transfer Receipt for Application Fee * Other Documents (2)
(9) | Copy of Applicant’s Passport Information Page % Copy of Passport (Passport Data Page)

v ! necessary *k @ if applicable

2. Preparing Required Documents
Regarding the required documents for which we designate specific forms, please download them from the Ritsumeikan

Entrance Examination Information Website and prepare them. Please also refer to 2. Points to Note when Applying for
Admission in the Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools) regarding the preparation of required documents, such

as the submission of certificates,

(1) Application Photo
The color photo must be taken within three months before the application, above the chest level, without a hat or cap,
facing front, no background, and not be digitally altered.
File extension: .jpg, .jpeg, .gif, .png
*If the submitted photograph is deemed unclear or unsuitable for identification purposes, the applicant may be required

to resubmit it.

(2) Personal Information (Form GSSE 1)
The completed form, filled in with the required information in the downloaded template and converted into PDF format

File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(3) Research Plan (Form GSSE 2)

Complete the form using the designated template in accordance with “How to Fill Out the Research Plan” (page 26)

and upload the completed document.

“Research Plans” without the name entered by the professor will be deemed invalid (do not meet the application

requirements).

File extension: .pdf, .PDF

*The Research Plan must be prepared by the applicant. The use of generative Al or similar tools in preparing the
Research Plan is not permitted. If a Research Plan created using generative Al is submitted as the applicant’s own

work, it may be regarded as academic misconduct.

(4) Certificate of Completion / Expected Completion
Certificate issued by the Graduate school you attended, which meets application criteria.
PDF file of the certificate (a color scanned PDF of the original document for paper certificate, or the original PDF file
for electronically issued certificate)
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File extension: .pdf, .PDF

*For those who have completed graduate schools abroad, the degree such as Master, etc. must be confirmed with this
document.

*Those who are enrolled in graduate schools of Ritsumeikan University at the time of application do NOT need to submit

[Those who have completed / who are expected to complete a program at a Graduate School in China *except for
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau)

(Those who have already completed)
Instead of the certificate of completion, please submit a single file (PDF) that includes both (D) and (2) below, scanned in
color from the originals.

(@ Online Verification Report of Higher Education Qualification Certificate (English translation of “ Zt 7 8% DIk 15 i
T ERT)

(2 Online Verification Report of Higher Education Degree Certificate (English translation of “ o[ & 28 2 75 A A1 2%
RS )

(Those who expect to complete)

In addition to the certificate of expected completion, please submit a single file (PDF) scanned in color from the
original documents below.

Online Verification Report of Student Record (English translation of “ Zr 7 2@ FE LR IS UE R )
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(5) Academic Transcript
Academic transcript issued by the Graduate school you attended, which meets the application criteria.
PDF file of the transcript (a color scanned PDF of the original document for paper transcripts, or the original PDF file).
File extension: .pdf, .PDF
*Those who are enrolled in undergraduate schools or graduate schools of Ritsumeikan University as regular students at
the time of application do NOT need to submit.

(6) Certificate of English Language Ability
Submit a PDF file of one of the following certificates.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

*The scores for test (s) taken more than two years before the application start date are deemed invalid.
— TOEIC" Listening & Reading Test: 785 or higher

—TOEFL iBT" Test: 4.5 or higher

— TOEFL iBT" Home Edition: 4.5 or higher

—IELTS: 5.5 or higher

— IELTS Indicator: 5.5 or higher

— Duolingo English Test: 100 or higher

*Scores of any other English Proficiency Test are unacceptable.

*Only TOEFL iBT" scores from a single test date will be considered (My Best™ scores will not be taken into
consideration).

*Applicants who cannot take the examination above must submit an official certificate or letter issued by their current or
former university certifying enrollment in or completion of an English-medium program.

*Applicants who are unable to submit either the score of the above examination or an official certificate or letter issued
by their current or former university certifying enrollment in or completion of an English-medium program must
submit the Confirmation of English Language Proficiency (Form GSSE 3).

*The Confirmation of English Language Proficiency (Form GSSE 3) must include the method used by the prospective
supervisor to assess the applicant's English proficiency, the supervisor's comments/evaluation, and the supervisor's
typed name.

(7) Declaration of Financial Resources (Form GSSE 4)
If you plan to enroll under a scholarship from government, private organization, etc., proof of the scholarship award
or conditional award must be submitted.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF



(8) Bank Transfer Receipt for Application Fee
Only if overseas bank transfer is used.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

(9) Copy of Applicant’s Passport Information Page
Must include name and date of birth
Only those who have a valid passport at the time of application and who do not have Japanese nationality.
*except for special permanent residents.
File extension: .pdf, .PDF

3. Important Notes for Application

(1) Application documents should be A4 size and typed in English.

(2) Regarding how to enter /write your name in application formats, be sure to refer to “(1) How to enter/write your names”,
“2. Points to Note when Applying for Admission” specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools).

(3) On all documents, you must enter your birth date exactly as it appears on your passport (only those who have a valid
passport at the time of application).

(4)If it is determined that your application documents contain any deliberate falsifications or forgeries, your application will
be cancelled. If your application documents contain factually inaccurate or fraudulent information, your eligibility for
examination and admission will be revoked.

(5) Desired course and major cannot be changed after application has been submitted.
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4. Uploading the Required Documents

Please prepare all required document files in the specified file formats and upload them to “Ritsu-Mate”. You must
complete the upload within the application period (Japan Time). Submissions cannot be made after the application period.
For detailed instructions, please refer to the “Ritsu-Mate” manual.

“Ritsu-Mate” User Manual: https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/applicants/manual/

V. Screening Method and Examination Sheet

1. Screening Method

Applicants will be screened based on submitted application documents.

2. Examination Sheet
The Examination Sheet will be used to check your application number.

It is downloadable from “Ritsu-Mate” about one week before the result notification day.
Please refer to “(2) Examination Sheet”, “4. Points to Note when Taking a Graduate School Entrance Examination”

s

specified in the “Application Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

VI. Notification of Results

The results will be posted on “Ritsu-Mate” at 10:00 am (Japan time) on the day of the result announcement.
Successful applicants will also be informed of the admission procedures. In addition, if applicants are selected for a
scholarship, they will be informed along with the notification of results.

Regarding the enrollment procedures, please refer to “5. Enrollment Procedures (Information)” specified in the “Application
Guidelines (For all Graduate Schools)”.

URL of the “Ritsumeikan University Graduate School Entrance Examination Information Website”:



https://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/gr/en/exam/supplement_e.html/
— Please note that the university will not respond to any inquiries regarding results of the entrance examination.

Date of results
Thursday, June 3, 2027
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Individual Preliminary Screening (Only if applicable)

Ritsumeikan University offers individual preliminary screenings for prospective adult learners, etc. with the academic capacity
and motivation to study at the graduate level, but whose academic credentials do not meet the minimum application
requirements. Those who wish to apply for enrollment into a Master’s Program who have been determined through the
preliminary screening to have academic ability equal to or greater than that of a university graduate will be allowed to apply
for the admission screening. Likewise, those who wish to enroll into a Doctoral Program who have been determined through
the preliminary screening to have academic ability equal to or greater than that of a Master’s or Professional Degree Program
graduate will be allowed to apply for the admission screening.

Those who wish to take the individual preliminary screening for the admission method that allows applicants to qualify by the

individual preliminary screening, complete the necessary procedures by the designated deadline.

* It should be noted that the purpose of the individual preliminary screening is only to check whether or not you meet the
requirements for application regarding academic ability. It is completely separate from the entrance examination. Passing
the individual preliminary screening will simply allow you to apply to take the entrance examination, which you will then
need to pass in order to be granted admission to the graduate school.

Cases in which Individual Preliminary Screening is required

If the following applies:
— Persons who have been admitted to a graduate school under the grade-skipping system and

Master’s Program who are recognized as having sufficient academic ability to study at a graduate school at
Regular Admissions Ritsumeikan University
(English-based Degree | — Persons who have been recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than
Program) university graduates by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as a result of individual

preliminary screening and who have reached 22 years of age or who will reach 22 years of age
before being enrolled in the graduate school

If the following applies:

— Persons who have been engaged in research activities at a university or research institute for
at least two years after graduating from a university or its equivalent and who have been
recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as having an academic ability equal
to holders of a master’s degree (the 1989 Notification of the Ministry of Education, Science,
Sports and Culture No.118)

— Persons who have been recognized by Ritsumeikan University’s graduate schools as having an
academic ability equal to or higher than holders of a master’s degree or professional degree
as a result of individual preliminary screening and who have reached 24 years of age or who
will reach 24 years of age before being enrolled in the Graduate School of Science and
Engineering
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Doctoral Program
Regular Admissions
(English-based Degree
Program)

1. Procedures for the individual preliminary screening

STEP 1: Request for the individual preliminary screening to the Graduate School of Science and Engineering Administrative
Office within the deadline.
*Applicants are required to consult with their prospective research supervisors in advance.

STEP 2: Obtain required documents to be submitted for the screening.

STEP 3: Submit required documents by the designated deadline.

STEP 4: Receive a result of the screening. If you pass the screening, apply for the graduate school in accordance with the
application guidelines of the graduate school.

2. Screening method:
Document Screening (plus an interview, if necessary)

3. Matters to be considered during screening
The matters to be considered during the screening consist of the academic history and qualifications of the individual
applicants to be recognized as having an academic ability equal to or higher than university graduates, which include:
— Any learning programs that the applicant has completed at a special training school or vocational school, etc.
— Work experience and qualifications the applicant has got



— Certain credits that the applicant has earned as a degree / a non-degree student
— Learning programs that the applicant has completed at a school under the prewar educational system

4. Deadline to request for the individual preliminary screening and submit documents
<Deadline to request a screening>

Thursday, March 4, 2027
<Deadline to submit documents>
Thursday, March 11, 2027

5. Documents to be submitted
Please submit the following documents by email during the application period.

Documents once accepted cannot be returned under any circumstances.

{Master’s Program)

Documents to be submitted Remarks
(1) Application form for an individual preliminary screening | — Regarding the form of (1), inquire at the Graduate
(2) Personal Information (Form GSSE 1) School of Science and Engineering Administrative
(3) Certificate of academic background and academic record Office.
(e.g.) certificate of graduation, certificate of enrollment, | — If you wish, you may submit additional materials, such as
academic transcript etc. another certificate, essay, piece of work, or reference
=3 (4) Motivation Letter (free format) data, together with these documents.
o (5) Research Plan (Form GSSE 2) — Applicants are required to consult with their prospective
<. (6) Other documents required by the administrative office supervisor before submitting the application
g 8‘ — Regarding (5), prepare the “Research Plan” by prior
('B QL consulting with your prospective supervisor (see STEP
(31) o 1).
S
e 3 {Doctoral Program)
8 Documents to be submitted Remarks
< (1) Application form for an individual preliminary screening | — Regarding the form of (1), inquire at the Graduate
(2) Curriculum Vitae (Form GSSE 1) School of Science and Engineering Administrative
(3) Certificate of academic background and academic record Office.
(e.g.) certificate of graduation, certificate of enrollment, | — Applicants are required to consult with their prospective
academic transcript etc. supervisor before submitting the application.
(4) Motivation Letter — Regarding (5), prepare the “Research Plan” by prior
(5) Research Plan (Form GSSE 2) consulting with your prospective supervisor (see STEP
(6) Research achievement that corresponds to a master’s 1).

thesis
(7) Other documents required by the administrative office

6. Inquiry
Ritsumeikan University Biwako-Kusatsu Campus
Administrative Office, College of Science and Engineering
1-1-1 Noji-Higashi, Kusatsu, Shiga 525-8577 Japan
TEL: +81-(0)77-561-2624 FAX: +81-(0)77-561-2890
email: se-admw1@st.ritsumei.ac.jp

7. Screening fee:
None

8. Result of the screening
<Date of screening result>
Thursday, April 1, 2027
<Notification method>



The result of the individual preliminary screening will be sent by email.

9. Validity of the qualification
The qualification for applying for admission granted as a result of the individual preliminary screening is valid for any
application for the same admission in each graduate school.
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