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Mexico at the Crossroads between Neoliberalism and Civil Society

The 1980s marked the end of one stage in Mexico's modern history. In the course of the decade
as an economic model and a style of doing politics ended, many of the social actors that arose and
evolved under the organaizational structure of the old model were marginalized.

Since 1988, Mexico's political and economic policy has entered a new phase. As it plunged ahead
with a much more sweeping and accelerated econmic liberalization and restructuring project than
had been attempted by the preceding de la Madrid administration] 1982-8801, the Salinas
government[] 1988-9400 relied on the National Solidarity Programd PRONASOLD to repair the
tattered social safty net that it had inherited from the economic crisis and austerity measures of the
1982-88 period.

PRONASOL provides the political conditions necessary to sustain the neoliberal model.
Neoliberalism demands an aggressive political and ideological, remarking not simply the
implementation of economic measures. PRONASOL entails both. The Salinas administration is
presenting neoliberalism as a hegemonic project. And at the same time, it has used PRONASOL to
create a durable base of support for the project in civil society by redefining the members of the old
corporatist coalition, incorporating social reformers into the ranks of the bureaucracy, and so on.
This essay considers the strategic meaning of PRONASOL from both the point of view of
neoliberalism and from civil society.
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