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President Kennedy and the 1963 Civil Rights Bill

Civil Rights was one of the most critical and troublesome issues following the world war O from
both internal and external view points in the United States of America.

This article analyzes the legislative process of 1963 Civil Rights Bill, which was finally enacted
as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 under the Johnson Administration one year after Kennedy’s
assassination. This paper aims at clarifying the historical meaning of the bill in American Presidential
politics by discussing the leadership of President Kennedy and diverse social and political factors,
including conflicts of policy choice in the White House and the Congress and the impact of growing
civil rights movements, mainly in the South.

In conclusion it argues that Kennedy, as a civil rights advocate, was not so much a liberal as a
moderate although most American historians overestimate Kennedy's leadership regarding that
legislation and regard him as a liberal.
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