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Historical Meaning of the Voting Act of 1965

The problem of voting rights was critical for creating a liberal and pluralistic society in the
United States as well as for advancing the civil rights of African Americans. This paper examines
the development of voting rights after the Reconstruction Era and discusses the historical
meaning of the 1965 Voting Act in terms of the transformation of the American liberalism in the
1960s. This paper is concerned with the principal reasons why the culmination of the American
liberalism led to the beginning of the neo-conservative era.

In conclusion, four dimensions with respect to the historical meanings were drawn out of the
analysis. First is the change from the farm to urban problem. Second is the change from the race
to class problem. Third is the change from racial merger to black power. Fourth is the breakup of
the civil rights movement and the movement against the Vietnam War in the late 1960s.
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