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Formulation of Dialectics as Social Science Methodology:
Representations, Forms of Existence and the Essence (2)

Section 3 ‘Essence and forms of existence’ deals with how to abstract the essence of a thing
as the object of our research and thus, to transform phenomena into forms of existence. We
intend to distinguish between the two types of the general form of existence and between
materials and elements. Semblance arising from the specific feature of the general form of
existence and contradiction within the essence will also be analyzed to deepen our understanding
of the theme in section 3.

Part 1 ‘Abstracting essence’ presents the three viewpoints which are necessary to grasp the
totality of the thing: we call them the viewpoints of a microscope, a magnifying glass, and our
naked eyes.

Part 2 ‘Forms of existence’ clarifies the three forms of existence with the help of our basic
formula of dialectics: i.e., the individual form, the particular form, and the general form of
existence.

Part 3 ‘The two types of the general form of existence’ distinguishes between the single-
layered and the multi-layered structures of the general form of existence.

Part 4 ‘The general form of existence and its semblance’ examines the reason why and the
process in which the general form inevitably gives rise to its illusionary semblance, whereby the
relationship ultimately originating in the individual elements appears to be deprived from them
and monopolized in the hand of the general element.
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