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The Legal Characteristics of the Crimes within the Jurisdiction of the Court
Established by the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

This paper examines the crime of aggression, the crime of genocide, crimes against
humanity and war crimes within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court established by
the 1998 Rome Statute. The International Criminal Court shall be able to exercise jurisdiction over
these crimes. The purpose of the examination is to consider whether it is the case that the reason
why the International Criminal Court shall be able to exercise jurisdiction over only these crimes
is that these crimes infringe on the legal interest of the international community as a whole.

Supposing that these crimes infringe on the legal interest of the international community as a
whole, I concluded that some of the acts which don’t meet the requirements of the crimes
provided in the 1998 Rome Statute must infringe on the legal interest of the international
community as a whole. Nevertheless, the International Criminal Court shall not be able to
exercise jurisdiction over those acts. It follows that, even if these crimes infringe on the legal
interest of the international community as a whole, such legal characteristics are not the reason
why the International Criminal Court shall be able to exercise jurisdiction over only these crimes.
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