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My first play, No Villain, using members of my family as models, was the story of a strike

in a garment factory that set a son against his proprietor father.””
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Until 1929 I thought things were pretty solid. Specifically, I thought — like most
Americans — that somebody was in charge. I didn't know exactly who it was, but it was
probably a businessman, Practically everything that had been said and done up to
1929 turned out to be a fake. It turns out that there had never been anybody in charge.
What the time gave me, I think now, was a sense of an invisible world. A reality had been
secretly accumulating its climax according to its hidden laws to explode illusion at the
proper time.””
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What d'y' mean? What's it my business. My shipping clerk ain't out on strike. My business

is to deliver orders. (Act II, Scene I)
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What's the matter he couldn't carry two boxes himself? I tell ya. Let's (measuring out a

space with his arms) let's make him an office for himself and hire another boy to pack.

(Pause) By God go back to school again and write poetry Il be goddamned if there

ain't something wrong with you! (Act II, Scene I)

doboboooobb0ooobbboooobOboooboboboouoo20obbooo
gobodboboobuooboboobboobbuoobbooboobbUoobUooo

If you don't get them they'll get you. You gotta be on one side or the other in this business.
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In any business. Nobody wants for you. It's dog eat dog. You oughta know that by now. (Act

II, Scene I)
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Arnold: What does Pop think?

Ben: I don't know what he's going to do. He doesn't know, but tomorrow, if they see we
still haven't delivered the goods, the bank'll close us up. If I could show them we
were getting stuff through they'd extend the time and renew the loan _it's a big
season but we haven't been getting our share of it. But we might be able to make it
all back and then some if they let us keep going.

Arnold: He wants me to come down?

Ben: Of course he wants you to come. He always wanted us down with him. Simon and

Sons, that's his dream.
Arnold: So why doesn't he ask me?

Ben: He's afraid he doesn't understand something which we do. A boss's son to him is a
boss's son, the duty is only single  with him it's only single I think he's afraid
he'll be walking into something — dark and deep, something he doesn't
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understand, if he asks you to come to work He's a funny guy Pop  he's got
such a deep love and he doesn't want to lose it. (Act I, Scene III)
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For us it begins, Arny and I. For us there begins not work toward a business, but just a sort
of battle  sort of a fight  so that you'll know that this (covers the scene with an arc
motion of his hand) this will never be in our lives. We'll never have to sit like you sit there
now for the reasons you are sitting there = Dad, now we not only are working people

we know we are I couldn't start this thing over again. I've got to build something bigger

__Something that won't allow this to happen _it's the only way, Dad __it's the only way.
(Act III, Scene III)
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Oh, there's still one or two things you don't know, Mother. And I bet when they call his
wife to bridge, she says (falsetto) ‘Oh, I never thought my Lou could do such a thing.” As
though she had merely been sitting on her can and he thrust bracelettes and fur coats and
an apartment like that on her. Oh, no, she didn't have anything to do with it. (Act I, Scene I)
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Abe: All T know is when ya got orders to ship, ya ship!
When ya got sons, they help ya. To you, all you want __all you like is your ideas
well this business is also an idea _it's also like something ya see big _it's mine
Imadeit .
Arn : T know, Dad, but it isn't yours. You're not a boss  What do you own? You own the
right to be a club for the men who have millions at stake. (Act II, Scene I)
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What's the difference if you want or you don't want? Nobody asks ya now-days, nobody
asks you. All ya do nowadays is stand and they push ya. Allya allya all ya gottadois
stand and things happen to ya. (Act II, Scene I)
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Ben, I gave my life to this business  a whole life I gave it ain't right it should end like
this it ain't right I should give a life like that and _and it should be wasted. Ben __ one
dream I got since I was aboy __since the time I was a boy stitching collars on the east side
for three dollars a week. One idea I keep ~ my son ain't gonna struggle like I had a
struggle BenI Iwannaleave yawitha withaname  withaclean nameanda
and a healthy business. (Act II, Scene I)
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I say maybe it's honest for the steel companies to work this way, but it ain't the way for
Jewish men toact  Jewish men in the cloak business. That's all I gotta say. But I hope, so
that I can keep my respect for all of you Ihope you ain't gonna do this. (Act II, Scene II)
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What do you do with a guy like Max? [Abe asks Ben.] Can I yell at him? Can I throw him
out? Sure he went half-blind already on the goddamned machines I watched it happen.
But did I tell him to lose his eyes? Did I want it? For God's sake, you'd think I wanted his
eyes. (Act II)
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Abe: So it breaks in faster.

Roth: No, you don't understand how it works, Abe. You ain't allowed to run it faster or

or if y'do, y'understand, the gasoline don' t develop, y'see. (Act I)

0ooo0ooooboooboooooooobooobooooOooooOboooDboooo
gooboobobooobooooooooboooboooboDooooboooboooo
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobDboooboboooboooo
gogbobodobobooobooobboobobooobooobboobDbUoobobooboo
gogobodooobodoobooobooobobo@moobboobboobLDbooLobbooo
gogobobodoboobodoobooobobooboboooboobobboobboobboooo
JooooDooOoOo0oooooooOboooooooDoobOobOo0mobobooooooooo
gooboobobooobooooooooboooboooboDooooboooboooo
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobDboooboboooboooo
gobodboboooboo

Roth: Is that his girl?

Abe: Yeah.

Roth: Well, that's the way it goes. Love is a terrible thing. (Act II)
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What is happening in this house [she cries out]. I live here but nobody talks to me. Am I
really so stupid? I've got some brains too  Why don't you tell me something? (Act I)
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People, people, when in the hell are you going to learn that it's entirely up to you! When
will you stop this waiting for? This is not the movies, People. (Act II)
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I'm no good for writing [he tells Arnold]. And I think I'm not very good for the world either.

I'm too sentimental. I look for a loveable trait in everybody and when I find it, I hang on to

it for dear life. That is, I have no perspective because at the time of my life when I should

have been learning to hate small things within reason, I was pulled out of boyishness and

dumped into a business where the things to hate are much, much too big for a boy with

nerves, so I fell back on a weltanschuung that has blinded me to hate and to perspective,

and the result? I cannot appreciate real evil  Arnold, I'm afraid you're looking at a fool

and a boy who is growing into an old man __but without wisdom. (Act I)
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The Abe Simon Family Trilogy

The Great Depression in 1929 gave young Arthur Miller a big shock. It is a starting point in
his thought and writing. He wrote The American Clock based on the ordeal his own family
experienced during that time. Before this, Miller wrote three plays, No Villain, They Too Arise and
The Grass Still Grows, all modeled also after his own family in the 30s. This shows how deeply he
has been influenced by the Great Depression. This paper, first of all, throws light on the changes
and developments made in this trilogy in terms of its themes (strife between capitalists and
laborers, survival of businessmen, conflict between father and son) and techniques (plot,
construction, action, character description). It, then, discusses the relationship between the
trilogy and later family plays and also touches upon the similarities and differences between the
trilogy and The America Clock.

Since No Villain is written on an ideological note in favor of socialism prevalent in those days,
it is simple and unsophisticated both in its character portrayal and theme development. In They
Too Arise each character has become more realistic. In the manuscript in the University of Texas,
Abe’s guilt toward Grandpa Stein is mentioned, which wasn’t in the other one in the New York
Public Library. Since the theme of guilt is a main theme in Miller’s major plays, the U T
manuscript has an important meaning. The Grass Still Grows is different from the previous two
plays with no strike scene and also no solemn and sorrowful scenes of the grandfather’s death and
his funeral. Furthermore, the whole play has become rather comic. Abe of No Villain and They
Too Arise has become an enlightened father in The Grass Still Grows and it could be called a song
in praise of the suffering fathers during the Depression as opposed to the mother, Rose, as in The
American Clock. Miller must have written it to convince the American audience never to forget the
hardships of the 30s, and portrayed Rose as Mother Nature or personification of life. When Miller
searches for the fate of Americans or humans at large, the experience of the Great Depression

generates enormous energy for his creativity.
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