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Beyond Neoliberal Globalism and Anti-Globalism (2)

Globalization and neoliberalism has emerged as the dominant model of the new global
economic order. Neoliberalism, structural adjustment and globalization are mutually
reinforcing. The development paradigm for developing countries has shifted from
development planning, with an active and commanding role for the state, to devaluation,
deregulation, liberalization, privatization and reconfiguration of state and society
relations under the discipline of IMF, World Bank and WTO trinity. The intensification of
economic and social polarization, social alienation and marginalization between and within
states, deriving from markets, trade and currency speculation, are a key feature of the
contemporary global landscape.

Yet there exist also the possibility of realizing a new kind of global common interest
between different peoples based upon the activities of new social movements, groups and
NGOs. Global demonstrations and resistance against the policies of the WTO are
contestations over development policy in an age when giants rule the earth. Over the past
decade, the new social movements have created space for citizens’ participation on the
matters that affect their lives. But the idea of resistance is simply not enough.

We have to pay attention to innovative proposals at local, sub-regional and regional
levels whose goal is the rehabilitation of states and market, the democratization of civil
society, capacity building and institutionalization, and the continued coordination of
activities and exchange of information and best practices with other social movements at
all levels. The recognition and respect of people’s knowledge and reality is central to this
understanding. In other words, in their effort to mount global reform, the most pressing
issues at local level should not be neglected.

This article attempts to examine three cases, South Africa, Porto Aregre in Brazil and
Indian state of Kerala, focusing on democratic decentralization, party-social movement
dynamics and state-society synergy.

0O MATSUSHITA, Kiyoshi 000000

68 0 338 O



