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Irish Nationalist Movements and Intelligentsia in Modern
Ireland (1)

The purpose of this paper is to show that cultural nationalism and political nationalism
have been significant ideological forces adopted by a rising intelligentsia as a political option
against the state. Cultural nationalism and political nationalism represent two different
concepts of the nation, and form distinctive organisations and political strategies. Cultural
nationalists perceive the nation not as a state but as a historical community, and promote a
communitarian vision of the nation. By contrast political nationalists perceive the nation as a
homogeneous collectivity of citizens and promote a state-oriented programme. Thus, this
paper explains the conjunction between Irish nationalist movements and the intelligentsia in
Modern Ireland.
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