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Mr. Miller’s title is double-barreled. On one hand, it refers to Kristallnacht, that night in 1938
when Nazis went on a rampage, shattering windows of Jewish shopkeepers and burning
synagogues. It also has a domestic connotation, suggesting a violent fight between spouses and
the wreckage of dinnerware flung in fury. Operating on the premise that no marriage is an
island, Mr. Miller wants to connect the Gellburg’s traumas directly to the hysteria sweeping over

Germany. "
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000000000oO0oooOooOooooon “sylvia's paralysis, we're meant to understand,
stems from the failure of those around her to recognize the Nazi threat. Her husband's self-
loathing is deadening her. Literally.” ®° 000000000000 CO0ODOOCO0OOOOO
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000000000 00oD0o000ooo0ooo0o0oooooooOUotsita result of
her sexless and bitter marriage? Is it linked to the futile assimilationism of her Jew-
among-Wasps banker husband? Is it somehow tied to her Cassandra-like obsession with
Hitler's assault on German Jews, a threat in which no one around her sees urgency? Or is
her disability a plea for attention?”"® 0000000000 D0OODOODOOOOOOOOOO
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Phillip and Sylvia Gellburg are joined by race and marriage, yet divided by both. He seeks to
suppress his Jewishness, she to embrace it. He is sexually dysfunctional, she sexually
unsatisfied. What Hyman diagnoses as her “hysterical paralysis,” with its source in her
unconscious, is an effect of both these divisions. The playwright loses no time in setting up her

husband’s double denial. “"
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(marriage)00000000COO000O00OOOO0000DOOCOO00OOCOOO (race)
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0 A O I R Y T
thing is, she doesn’t like to hear about the other side of it. ... It's no excuse for what's
happening over there, but German Jews can be pretty ... you know ... Pushes up his nose
with his forefinger. Not that they’re pushy like the ones from Poland or Russia but a friend
of mine’s in the garment industry; these German Jews won't take an ordinary good job, you
know; it's got to be pretty high up in the firm or they're insulted. And they can't even speak
English.°°0 00000000 DOO0OO0ODOO0OOOOODOOOODOODOODOODOOODO
0000000000000 000000o0ooogod “Personally 1 don't think they

should be publishing those kind of pictures. ... She scares herself to death with them -
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three thousand miles away, and what does it accomplish! Except maybe put some fancy
new ideas into these anti-Semites walking around New York here.”(19-20) DO O OO OO
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000000000 DOO0O0D00O “That's one miserable little pisser. He's a dictator, you
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“For a Jewish boy, West Point is an honor! Without Mr. Case’s connections, he never would
have gotten in. He could be the first Jewish general in the United States Army. Doesn't it
mean something to be his mother? "(37) 0 0 0000000000 ODOOO OOOQOOOOO
OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0ODODODO®"a mask that hides the fear that he is a “candidate for
victimization”*"J 0 0000000000000 0OO0OD0OOOODODOOO0OOO0ODOOODOOOd
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OO0 0O“'m in a street. Everything is sort of gray. And there's a crowd of people. They're
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packed in all around, but they're looking for me. ... Well, | begin to run away. And the
whole crowd is chasing after me. They have heavy shoes that pound on the pavement.
Then just as I'm escaping around a corner a man catches me and pushes me down. ... He
gets on top of me, and begins Kissing me. ... And then he starts to cut off my breasts. And
he raises himself up, and for a second | see the side of his face. ... | think it's Phillip. ...
Would it be possible ... because Phillip ... I mean ... he sounds sometimes like he doesn’t
like Jews? ... Of course he doesn’'t mean it, but maybe in my mind it's like he’s ... (970 98)
gogobodoboobooobooobbooobobooobooobboobbuooboboooo
000000000000 000000D0O0DOooagn “Tyrannizing Sylvia because of his
self-detestation and self-defensiveness, he surfaces in her recurring nightmare in the guise
of a Nazi who starts to cut off her breasts.” "0 0000000000 OCO0O0O0ODOCOODOO
godboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobbooobDbuoooboooo
gooo
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0O0ob0oU0o0o0o0o0bOobOobOobOoUobo0ooOooDOobODobOobOoboOoOooOonO “Mr. Case,
I had nothing to do with Allan Kershowitz! | hardly know the man! And the little I do
know I don't even like him, I'd certainly never get into a deal with him, for God'’s sake! This
is ... this whole thing is ... | don’'t understand it, what is happening, what the hell is
happening, what have | got to do with Allan Kershowitz, just because he's also a Jew?”
(1) oobobo0obo0o0o0O0ooO0obO0obO0obOobOOobO0bDOobOOobOoOoooOUoboOooOoooo
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0000000000000 0000000000D0000D00D0O0ODOO0O“The trouble, you
see - was that Phillip always thought he was supposed to be the Rock of Gibraltar. Like
nothing could ever bother him. Supposedly. But | knew a couple of months after we got
married that he ... he was making itall up.” (122) OO O OO0O0OO0O0OO0OOOOODOODODOO
gooboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbooobboon
ggboogobuooboobobooboobobooboobboon
Joooooooooobobboboobooooodoooogoooooooooobooo
00 “..when I collapsed ... it was like an explosion went off in my head, like a tremendous
white light. It sounds funny but I felt a ... happiness ... that funny? Like | suddenly had
something to tell her that would change everything, and we would go back to how it was
when we started out together. | couldn’t wait to tell it to her ... and now I can’'t remember
what it was. Anguished, a rushed quality; suddenly near tears. God, | always thought
there’d be time to get to the bottom of myself!” (125) OO0 0O O0O000CO0DOOOOOOOO
goobooobobooobboooboobobooobbooobooobooobooon
gdboooobooboobooboobobooboobobooobooboboobouobooboo
goboboobobooobboobboobobooobboobbuoobbuooobbooo
gogboboooboobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
gooboooooooobooooDbooobooobbOoooDbOoooDboooboooo
goobooobobooobboooboobobooobbooobooobooobooon
gooboobobbooobbooboboobobooobbooboboobobooobboooo
gdbobodobdoobs3boobboobodbuoooboobobuoobooo
ggobodoobooobbooobobuooobbooobboobLbooobboobboo
ggoogoobooboobbooboobbooboobboobboboboobbUobb oo
0ooo0oooDooooboooooDoboooDbooobOoOoooDoOoooDbooobDooon
00000000 “How could she be frightened of me! I worship her! Quickly controlling:
How could everything turn out to be the opposite - I made my son in this bed and now I'm
dying in it ... Breaking off, downing a cry. My thoughts keep flying around - everything
from years ago keeps coming back like it was last week.” (127) 00O O O 0O “l don’'t know

where l am ... (128) DO OOOOOCOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODODOODODODOO
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000D0ODOO0O0O0O00O0DO0ODO0ODO0ObO0ObOO0O0O0 “Why is it so hard to be a Jew? ...
Being a Jew is a full-time job.” (129) 00 00 000DD0OO00O0OOOOODOOODOOODOO
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000 “Ive never been so afraid in my life.” (130) D0 000000000 ODOOOOOOO
00O “I think you tried to disappear into the goyim.” (130) OO0 O OO0O0O0OODOOOOOOO
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0000000000000 D00D0000 “You hate yourself, that's what's scaring her to
death. That's my opinion. How it's possible | don't know, but | think you helped paralyzed
her with this “Jew, Jew, Jew” coming out of your mouth ... (133) OO0 O0O0O000OOCOODOO
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0000000000000 DOO000O0O “But there are some days | feel like going and
sitting in the schul with the old men and pulling the talles over my head and be a full-time
Jew the rest of my life. With the sidelocks and the black hat, and settle it once and for all.
And other times ... yes, | could almost kill them. They infuriate me. | am ashamed of them
and that I look like them. ... Why must we be different? Why is it? What is it for?” (133) O
gogobodobooboooboooboboobbooobboobobboobbuoobboooo
Jooobooooboooboooooooobooob oo ooooDboooDboooo
gooboobobooobooooboooboooboooboDbooooboooboooo
gobodoboboobooboooboobooboobDboobuoooboobooboboo
gogbobodbobodooboooboboodobobooobooobboUbDbUooobuoooo
gogobodobooboooboooboboobobooobooobboobbuoobobboooo
gooo
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gogobodobooobboodobobooobbooobboobbooobboobboo
gbooobbooobboobboobboobboobboobboobobooonD “
wasn't telling you the truth. | always tried to seem otherwise, but I've been more afraid
than | looked. ... Everything. Of Germany. Mr. Case. Of what could happen to us here. |
think 1 was more afraid than you are, a hundred times more! And meantime there are
Chinese Jews, for God’s sake. ... They're Chinese! - and here | spend a lifetime looking in
the mirror at my face! - Why we’re different I will never understand but to live so afraid, |
don't want that anymore, | tell you, if I live | have to try to change myself. - Sylvia, my
darling Sylvia, I'm asking you not to blame me anymore. I feel | did this to you!” (137) O O
gooboooooooobooooDboooDbooobbOoooDbOboooDboooboooo
goobooobobooobbooobooobooobboooboobobooobooon
goboooooboooboobooboboob0oobboooboobbooboouoboo
goboboobobooobboobboobobbooobboobbuoobbuooobbooo
ggboooobooboooboobbooboobboooboobLbooo

ggobodobobooobooobbooobbooobboobbooobboobLboo
gooboooooooobooooDboooDbooobbOoooDbOboooDboooboooo
goobooobobooobbooobooobooobboooboobobooobooon
goboboobobbooobbooboboobobooobbooboboobobooobbooon
goboboobobooobboobboobobbooobboobbuoobbuooobbooo
gogoboboogbbuooobobooobobbooobLbbooobLbbooLoL=moooon
gogobooobooobbooobboobobooobboobboobbuooobboon
gooobooooooobooooDboooDbooobbOoooDboooDboooboooo
goobooobobooobboooboobobooobboooboobobooobooon
gooboobobbooobbooboboobobooobbooboboobobooobobooon
goboboobobooobboobboobobbooobboobbuoobbuooobboooo
gooboooboobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
gooobooooooobooooDboooDbooobbOoooDboooDboooboooo
goobooobobooobboooboobobooobboooboobobooobooon
gdoooobooboboooboobobooboon

gogobodoobooobboodobobooobbooobboobDbooobboobnboo
gooboooboobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
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gbobogooboobooboooooooooboobobooboboboboboobooboooboooo
gbobogoobooboobooobooobooboooboboboboboboboboobooboooooboo
gbobobooboobooooboobooobobobobobobobobobooboooooboo
gooboooobooobooooooooobooboboobobobobobobDooooooo
gobobgoooboobooooooooobobobooboobobobobobooooooo
gbobogoobooboobooooooooobobobobobobobooboobooooooo
gbobogooboobooboooooooooboobobooboboboboboobooboooboooo
gbobogoobooboobooobooobooboooboboboboboboboboobooboooooboo
gbobobooooobooobooboobo

Gellburg offers up glimpses of inner torment in his outbursts of anger and hesitancy. His pent-up
anger conveys an increasing sense of threat. ... Internally, Gellburg is a mass of contradictions he
finds hard to control. He has lost the ability to connect and communicate his true feelings to
Sylvia. We are constantly told he loves and adores his wife, and the difficulty he has admitting

this to Sylvia is related to his fear of such uncontrollable feelings. '

goboooboooobooooooboon

goboobooboboobobooobobooobooobooobObouoobuooobbooo
gogbobodbobodoobooobboobobooobooobboUbbUooboboooo
gogoboooobbooobbooobboos=gobbuooobobooobbbooobo
gogobobodoboobooobooobooobboooboobobboobboobboooo
Jo0o0doboobobooobooDoobDooboooDoobooDooboDOoobooooo
“uncontrollable feelings” *"0000000000DOOOO0OOO0ODOOOOOOODOOOOO
gobooboboobooooooo

Seeing his Jewishness as a source of guilt and shame, he acquires innocence by trying not to be a
Jew and consequently victimizes others around him. To conceal his divided nature even from
himself, he not only allows himself to be co-opted by the dominant WASP system that rejects him

as Jew, but he warps his son’s future and betrays his genuine love for Sylvia. -

gbooobooboobooboobooboon

gboboooooooooooboboooboo40b0b0oboboboobooooooDO
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gboboboobooboobooboboboobooobooboobooboboboobooobooobooon
gbooboooooboobooooooooobobobobobobobooboobooboooboooo
gboboooooboobooobooooooboboboboboboboobooobooooboooo
gooooooooooooooooobobobobobobDoboDooDoooooboooo
goboboooooooooboooooobobobobobooboboooboooboooooboooo
gboboooooooooboooooobobobobobobooboooboooboooooooo
gbobobooooobooobooobooooooboboboboboboboooooboooboooboooo
gbobooooboobobobooooon
gbobobobobobooooboooooboooobobobobobobobobon
gooooooooooooooooobobobobobobDoboDooDoooooboooo
goboboooooooooboooooobobobobobooboboooboooboooooboooo
goboobooobooobooboobooboboboboooobooboobooboobooon
gbobobooooobooobooobooooooboboboboboboboooooboooboooboooo
gbobobooboboobooboboboooooooobobobob

She has lived her life so long for others she has lost all connection with her own selfhood, but she
begins by blaming others for this. With Gellburg dominating every scene he is in, Sylvia tends to get

pushed to the side, but this marginality only reflects the way she has allowed her life to run. #°

gogobodoobooobbooobobuooobbooobboobLbooobboobboo
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobooobboobboobbuooobboon
00000ooDODoO00000ooooooDODbOO0 “Given the mores of that time and
society, and her amenable personality, and the influence of her mother, she was not likely
to take an independent route, so she turns against herself.” 220 000000000000
000000DOODOOO0O0OOD0OOd “In 1938 we didn't talk about certain things. You don't
talk about sexual problems openly. You do not embarrass your husband. You do not expose
personal, family matters. You're Jewish. There is a need to keep it under the table. You do
not draw attention to yourself.” 20 0000000000000 DOODOOOOOOCOOOO
gooboooobooobboooboobobooobboooboooDbooobooon
gooboobobbooobbooboboobobooobboobobooboboooboboooo
ggboboobobooobboobboobobuooobboobbuoobDbuooobbooo
ggoooobuooboooboobbooboobbooboobDboobbooLoboo

gogobooobobooobooobbooobbooobboobbooobboobLboo
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gogbobodbobodoobooobboobobooobooobboUbbUooboboooo
gobodboooooboobooboooboobboobbooboobbooboobboo
gogboboobobooobooobooobboooboobobboobboobboooo
O “It's like I was just born and I ... didn’'t want to come out yet. Like a deep, terrible aching
L. (3)DO0D0O0D0ODOODOODOO0O0ODO0ODOODOO0ODO0ODODO0ODOO0O0OO00OO0OOODOOoOoOooOOn
goboboobobooobbooobobooobobooobooobbooobObuoooboooo
00000000 0O0ODOOD0O DOooooge®.. she describes herself as suffering a form of
birth trauma, reflection of the death and rebirth motif ...”#°0 00000
gobobooobobodooobooobboobbooobooobboobbooobboo
odooboooboooboooooooobooobooobOooooDboooboooo
gooboobobooobooooooooboooboooboDooooboooboooo
0000000000 0000000 “They are making old men crawl around and clean
the sidewalks with toothbrushes. ... In Germany. Old men with beards! ... Remember
Granpa? His eyeglasses with the bent sidepiece? One of the old men in the paper was his
spitting image, he had the same exact glasses with the wire frames. | can't get it out of my
mind. On their knees on the sidewalk, two old men. And there’s fifteen or twenty people
standing in a circle laughing at them scrubbing with toothbrushes. There’'s three women in
the picture; they’'re holding their coat collars closed, so it must have been cold ... To
humiliate them, to make fools of them!” (33) OO0 OO OO0OODOODOODOOOOOOODOOO
ggobodobobooobooobbooobobooobooobboobbooboboooo
gogobooboobodoobooobbooobbooobboobobboobboobboooo
odooboooboooboooooooobooobooobOooooDboooboooo
gooboobobooobooooooooboooboooboDooooboooboooo
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobbooobObuoooboooboo
gobodbbuoobuooobuooboboobouobobooo
ggooooooooobbobbobbbbbooddddoooouoooooobpobooboo
gogobooboobodoobooobbooobbooobboobobboobboobboooo
odooboooboooboooooooobooobooobOooooDboooboooo
gooboobobooobooooooooboooboooboDooooboooboooo
gobodobobooboboobooobooboob0booboobboooboobooboboo
gogbobodbobooobooobboobobooobbooobboUbbUooboboooo
ggobodobobooobooobbooobobooobooobboobbooboboooo
0000000000000 0oo0o0oo0oo0oo0ooooDooDOooDOooOooOoo “rn tel
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you something funny - to me sometimes she seems ... | was going to say happy, but it's
more like ... I don't know ... like this is how she wants to be. I mean since the collapse.” (47)
ggobogoooboooboboobooooboobbooboobboooboobboobLbOoo
gooboooooooobooooDbooobooobbOoooDbOoooDboooboooo
googod
gooboobobooobbooobobooobbooobbooobobooobboooboboo
0000000000 O0000“m surprised you're still worried about it. ... Well it's too
late, dear, it doesn't matter anymore.” (420 43)0 0000000000000 0OOO0OOO
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
gooboooobooobbooooDboooDbooobbooooDbOoooDboooboooo
gooboooboooobbooobooobooobbooobooboboooboooon
goboooobooboobboobobooboobboobuoobobooboobbouooboo
goboboobobooobboobboobobbooobboobbuoobDbuooobboooo
gogoboooboobooobboobboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
0000000000000 “Oh God no! Why should they? He's a wonderful provider.
There’s no Depression for Phillip, you know. And it would kill our mother, she worships
Phillip, she’'d never outlive it. No-no, it's out of the question, Sylvia’s not that kind of
woman, although ...50) OO0 00O0OO0OOODOODOODOOOOOOODOOOODODODOOOOO
ggoogooobobooooooobbobbboooooobLbbbbooooobLDbLDbbboooUog
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
gooooooooog
gooboooboooboooobooobboooboboooboboooboooooboo
goobooobbooobbooboboobobooobbooboboobobooobboooo
goboboobobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobDbuooobboooo
gogoboooboobooobboobboobobbooobboobLboobbuooobboon
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
0ooo0oooooooboooooDobooobooobOooooDoOoooDbooooDooon
goobooobobooobbooobooobooobboooboobobooobooon
00000D0ODODDOOO0OO0OO0OoOooooono®l almost heard that crowd laughing, and
ridiculing them. But nobody really wants to talk about it. I mean Phillip never even wants
to talk about being Jewish, except - you know - to joke about it the way people do ... Just to

talk about it ... it's almost like there’'s something in me that ... it's silly ... | have no word
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for it, I don’t know what I'm saying, it's like ... She presses her chest. - something alive, like
a child almost, except it's a very dark thing ... and it frightens me!” (69)

gobobooobobooooboooboboobboobobbooobboobboobobboo
000000000000 D00D00D000 “suspended animation'd 00000000000
goobooboboooboooooooobooobooobOooooboooboooo
goobobooobbooobbooobboooo=mboooboboooboboooboo
gogbobodbobodoobooobbodobobooobooobboobDbUooboboooo
00000000000 00000000 ooooooooooogd “the frightening
birth of an authentic self, frightening because such a birth can occur only through
suffering, at the cost of the publicself”*>*0 00000000000 O0O0OOOOODOODO0O
gooboobobooobooooboooboboooboooboDoooboboooboooo
gono

gobobooobobodobobuooobboobobuooobooobbUooobuoobobboo
00000000 0O0oooooOoood®l don't know what it is! | just get the feeling
sometimes that she knows something, something that ... It's like she’s connected to some ...
some wire that goes half around the world, some truth other people are blind to.” (85) O O
goooooooobobbobbobobobo0oo0ddddddoooooooooooooo
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobbooobOboooboooboo
ggoobobobbtboodooobbhoobobobbodoodobbbbooooooLo
gogobodoboobooobooobbooobobooobbooobboobDbooboboooo
gopbodboooboobobooobooon

goo0ooobooboooDboobooobooboooDbooboooDbooooooo
gdodoooooooboobobobbbbbbboboooooozooooooooboon
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobbooobOboooboooboo
O0O0O0OO0O0OO0O0O0OO0" was so young ... a man to me was so much stronger that | couldn’t
imagine | could ... you know, hurt him like that. ...I was so stupid, I'm still ashamed of it ...
I mentioned it to my father - who loved Phillip - and he took aside and tried to suggest a
doctor. | should never have mentioned it, ... But | can’t help it, I still pity him; because |
know how it tortures him, it's like a snake eating into his heart. (1020 103) 00O OO0O0O
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobbooobOboooboooo
gogobodbobodoobooobbooobobooobooobboUbbUooboboooo
ggobodoboobooobooobbooobobooobooobboobbUooboboooo
goo
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gogobodobooobboodobobooobbooobboobbooobboobboo
0000000o0oo0oooo0o0o0Doo0o0ooU0oooDOoDOoooOn“Thisis an
emergency! What if they Kill those children! Where is Roosevelt! Where is England!
Somebody should do something before they murder us all!” (107) OO0 O0OO0OO0OOOO
goooooboboooooooobboooooooobboooooooobobooooog
gooboobobbooobbooboboobobooobbooboboobobooobboooo
gogobo*@booobbdooobobooobobuoodbobuoo0bLbbooLobbooooo
gogooooboobbooooobbbbooooooobbbboooooLbLbbom o
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobooobboobboobbuooobboon
0 O O “the first time she is taking her life into her own hands”#>*0 0 0000000CO0O0O
gooboooobooobboooDboobobooobboooboobobooobooon
gooboobobbooobbooboboobobooobbooboboobobooobboooo
ggboboobobooobboobboobobooobboobbuoobDbuooobbooo
gogoboooboobooobbooboboobobbooobboobLboobbuooobboon
ggoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
goooooo

gooboooboooboooobooobbooobobooobobooobooooooo
goboboobobbooobbooboboobobooobbooboboobobooobboooo
00000000 DO0O0OU0O0ODO0O0O0O0ODObOO0OO0ObObDOOODnD“Because | can talk to
him! I want him. An outburst: And I don’'t want to discuss it again!” (110) D 00O OO0 OO
000000000 00d Its aJewish woman's tone of voice!” (111) O OO O0OOOOOOO
gooboooooooobbooooDboooDbooobbooooDbOoooDboooboooo
gooboooobobooobbooobooobooobboooboobobooobooon
goobooobbooobboooboobobbooobbooboboobobooobboooo
goboboobobbooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobbooo
gogoboooobbooobboobboobobbooobboobLboobbuooobboon
ggboogoobooboooboobbooboobboooboobLbooo

000000000000 DO0000000d“What | did with my life! Out of ignorance.
Out of not wanting to shame you in front of other people. A whole life. Gave it away like a
couple of pennies - | took better care of my shoes. Turns to him. - You want to talk to me
about it now? Take me seriously, Phillip. What happened? | know it’'s all you ever thought
about, isn't that true? What happened? Just so I'll know.” (112) 00O O0O00O0OOCO0ODOO
ggoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobLboobbuooobboon
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gooooooooooooooooboboOoOoobooooOooOooOooOOoOoooo

gogbobodbobodoobooobboobobooobooobboUbbUooboboooo
gogobodoboobooobooobbooobobooobooobboobbuooboboooo
gogboboobobooobooobooobboooboobobboobboobboooo
JooooooboooboooooooobooobooooOooooDboooboooo
0*»>J 000000000000 bC0b0000obOb0o0o0oOb0ooooDbooooboOoOoOooOo
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobboooboboooboooo
gogbobodbobodoobooobboobobooobooobboUbbUooboboooo
O0O0O00OO0o0oooo® was ignorant, | couldn't help myself. - When you said you wanted to
go back to the firm. ... When you had Jerome ... and suddenly you didn't want to keep the
house anymore. ... You held it against me, having to stay home, you know you did. You've
probably forgotten, but not a day passed, not a person could come into this house that you
didn't keep saying how wonderful and interesting it used to be for you in business. You
never forgave me, Sylvia.” (113) DO O OO OO “What have you got against your face? A
Jew can have a Jewish face.” (114) 000000000000 O0ODOOODOOOOODODOO
gogoboobobooobooobobooboboooboobobboobbuoobboooo
goooooooobooooooo
goo0oboobobooobooobobooobooobOoooboboooboooboooo
0000000000000 0DO0DO0000D0O00000DO0dDd He wants to be here so
we can have a talk, that’'s what it is. Shakes her head. How stupid it all is; you keep
putting everything off like you're going to live a thousand years. But we're like those little
flies - born in the morning, fly around for a day till it gets dark - and bye-bye. ... There's
nothing I know now that | didn't know twenty years ago. | just didn't say it.” (121) D0 OO
goobooboboooboooooooobooobooobOooooboooboooo
goboboobobooobbooobobooobobooobooobbooobObuoooboooo
goboogno
goboobooobobodoobooobboobboobobooobboobobooobboo
gogoooobbooooooobobbbooooobbbbbooooLobLbbbooogg
0ooodoooobooboooobooboooobooboooDbOoobooOooO “rm not
blaming you, Philip. The years | wasted | know | threw away myself. | think | always
knew | was doing it but I couldn’t stop it. ... For some reason | keep thinking of how I used
to be; remember my parents’ house, how full of love it always was? Nobody was ever afraid
of anything. But with us, Phillip, wherever | looked there was something to be suspicious

about, somebody who was going to take advantage or God knows what. I've been tip-toeing
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around my life for thirty years and I'm not going to pretend - | hate it all now. Everything |
did is stupid and ridiculous. I can't find myself in my life. Or in this now, this thing that
can't even walk. I'm not this thing. And it has me. It has me and will never let me go.” (136-
37) 00000000000 DO0D000DO0OD0OO000DOODOo0OoO0ODODOooDOoooOOoDOon
goobooobobooobboooboobobooobboooboobobooobooon
gooboobobbooobbooboboobobooobbooboboobobooobboooo
000000 “God almighty, Sylvia forgive me!” (138) D0 0000000 ODOODOOOOO
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
0000000000000 000ooD000ooD0O0ooDO0OoDO*wWait, wait ...
Phillip, Phillip!” (138) 0000000 0OO00OO00OO0O0OOOO0OODOODODOODOOOOOOOO
goooooboobooobooboboooobooo

gooboobobooobbooobobooobbooobboobobooobboooboboo
gooboobobbooobboobboobobbooobboobbuoobDbuooobboooo
gogboboooobogoobooobooobbooobboobboobbooobboon
gooboooobooobbooboboobbooobboobboobbuooobboooo
goobooooobooobooooDbooobooobooooDoOoooDboooboooo
goobooobooobboooboobobooobbooooboooboooboooo
gobooooboobooboboobooboboobooboboooDboobbouooboo
goboboobobbooobboobboobobuooobboobboobDbuooobbooo
goooooboboobooooobbobbbodoooobLbbbbooooobLbLbbboooOog
gooboooobooobbooobboobobbooobboobboobbooobboon
goobooooDobooobbooooDoboooDbooobbOoooDbOoooDboooboooo
goobooobobooobbooobooobooobboooboobobooobooon
goboboobobbooobbooboboobobbooobbooboboobobooobboooo
goboboobobbooobboobboobobuooobboobboobDbuooobbooo
00000000000 0o00oo0oo0oo00ooo0ooooDooooog “catalyst”
ggooooboooobooooooobbboooooobobbbooooLobLbbbboooa
000000oooooooo:>a

gbooobooobobobooboooboobo

gbobooooooobobobobooooobooboboooooooooboobOobOobo
gbobobooobooboobobobobobooboooboobobobobooooobooobooon
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0000000 “secular Jew” OO DOODOOOOOOOOOOODOODODODOOOOOO
gogobodoboobooobooobbooobobooobooobboobbuooboboooo
gogboboobobooobooobooobboooboobobboobboobboooo
JooooooboooboooooooobooobooooOooooDboooboooo
000D00D00O0DOO0ODO0DO0DO0DOO0ODO0ODOODOODOD0d Are you in trouble? ... You
don’t realize how transparent you are. You're a pane of glass, Harry.” (83-4) 0000000
gogbobodbobooobooobboobobooobooobboobDbUooboboooo
gogoboooobbooobbuooobbooobobooobLbooobLbbobooL =4O
gogboboobobooobooobooobboooboobobboobboobboooo
JooooooboooboooooooobooobooooOooooDboooboooo
gooboooobbooo=goboboooboboooobooooboooobooooo
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobboooboboooboooo
oad
goboobooobobodooboooobboobbooobooobboobobooobboo
gogobobodoboobooobooobooobboooboobobboobboobboooo
odooboooboooboooooooobooobooobOooooDboooboooo
gooboobobooobooooooooboooboooboDooooboooboooo
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobbooobObuoooboooboo
gogbobodbobooobooobboobobooobbooobboUbbUooboboooo
ggobodobobooobooobbooobobooobooobboobbooboboooo
gogobooboobodoobooobbooobbooobboobobboobboobboooo
gopooooogo
goo0obooboboooboooboboooboooDboooboboooboooboooo
goboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobbooobObuoooboooboo
gogbobodbobooobooobboobobooobbooobboUbbUooboboooo
ggobodobobooobooobbooobobooobooobboobbooboboooo
gogobooboobodoobooobbooobbooobboobobboobboobboooo
odooboooboooboooooooobooobooobOooooDboooboooo
gooboobobooobooooooooboooboooboDooooboooboooo
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0000000000 D0D00O000000O0O000D0O000O00D00DOO0DO0Od*This
will pass, Sylvia!l German music and literature is some of the greatest in the world; it's
impossible for those people to suddenly change into thugs like this. So you ought to have
more confidence, you see? - | mean in general, in life, in people.” (105) OO OO0 O0OO0O
goboboobobooobboobboobobbooobboobbuoobbuooobbooo
gogoooooboboboooooobbobbboooooobLbbbooooobLDbLbbboooUog
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goboboobobbooobbooboboobobooobbooboboobobooobbooon
0000000000 0U0oOoooUoOoOoO “Ym talking about all this grinding and
screaming that's going on inside you - you've wearing yourself out for nothing, Phillip,
absolutely nothing! - I'll tell you a secret - | have all kinds coming into my office, and
there’s not one of them who one way or another is not persecuted. Yes. Everybody’'s
persecuted. The poor by the rich, the rich by the poor, the black by the white, the white by
the black, the men by the women, the women by the men, the Catholics by the Protestants,
the Protestants by the Catholics - and of course all of them by the Jews. Everybody’s
persecuted - sometimes | wonder, maybe that's what holds this country together! And
what's really amazing is that you can't find anybody who's persecuting anybody else.” (134)
gooboooooooobooooDboooDbooobbOoooDbOboooDboooboooo
goooooboobooobooboooooo

0000000000DO0DO0ODO0ODOO0O0O0O0D0OODOO“Hitler is the perfect example of
the persecuted man! I've heard him - he kvetches like an elephant was standing on his
pecker! They've turned that whole beautiful country into one gigantic kvetch!” (134) 0 0O O
gogoboooobooobbooboboobobbooobboobboobbuooobboon
00o0o0ooooooooooooDD00o000000o0ooooooooooooobooDbno
00 “And while you're at it, you can throw in the goyim. Best thing for the heart you
know.” (135) 00000000
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0000000000000 “The cycle of blame, with its litany of long-harbored
recrimination, spews out of them (Gellburg and Sylvia) and pushes them farther into their
entrenched positions. They're both right, and they're both wrong. What's true is the
psychological dynamic, in which blame becomes a way of not dealing with unacceptable
feelings.” **00000000000O0DOOD0OO0OOOODOOOOODOOOOODOOOOOOO
godboboobobooobooobobooobobooobooobboooboboooboooo
gogbobodbobodoobooobboobobooobooobboobbUooboboooo
ggobodoboobooobooobobooobobooobooobboobDbuooboboooo
gogoboobobooobooobobooboboooboobobboobbuoobboooo
gooooobooooooooooo

gooobooobobooobobooobooboboobomWooooobooboboooo
godooobobbooooooobobbbooodobobobboooooobDbbboooUooo
gogbobodbobodoobooobboobobooobooobboUbbUooboboooo
gogobodoboobooobooobbooobobooobooobboobbuooboboooo
gooboooobooboooobooboobobbobooboobobbobboobOoo

0 587 0O 161



000000 DOD18-30 March 2006

gbobobooooobooobooobooooooboboboboboboboooooboooboooboooo
gbobooboobooboobooboobooooobobooboobooobooboobooon

He is doubly caught: first between his own Judaism and the popular idea of America as a melting
pot and second, between his own rejection of his Jewishness and the anti-Semitism he sees
around him. Anti-Semitism is not something he has created,; it lies all around him. His response
to it is to try to see himself as unique, insisting on his unusual name and Finnish origins.
However, such a response is inadequate, for it is done to avoid becoming part of communities he

views with ambivalence; it is an empty identity he is creating. 3°

goooooobooboobooboobooboboboobooboobobobobooo
gbooboooooboobooobooooooboboboboboobooboooooooooooon
gbobooooobooobooobooooooboboboboboboboooooboooboooboooo
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gbobooooogonog

gboboboboobooboooooooboobooooboobobobobobOobOobDon
gbobooooobooobooobooooooboboboboboboboooooboooboooboooo
gbobobooooboobobobobobooooooboobobobo

Part of knowing who we are is knowing we are not someone else. And Jew is only the name we
give to that stranger, that agony we cannot feel, that death we look at like a cold abstraction.
Each man has his Jew; it is the other. And the Jews have their Jews. And now, now above all,
you must see that you have yours - the man whose death leaves you relieved that you are not

him, despite your decency. *"
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unable to move, and nobody knowing why, and it seemed an exact image of the paralysis
we all showed then in the face of Hitler’**0 0000000000 O00DOOOO0OOOOOO
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“Paralysis symbolizes the moral impotency that arrests all the characters in the play.”™ 0O
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The Jewish American lIdentity in Broken Glass

Like The Last Yankee, Broken Glass focuses on the failed relationship of a middle-aged
Jewish American couple in their fifties, joined by race and marriage, yet divided by both amid the
anti-Semitism in the 1930s.

The purpose of this paper is to study the theme of the Jewish American identity through their
failed relationship suggested by Sylvia's, the wife's, paralysis of the leg. It is suggested that the
cause of Sylvia’'s paralysis has something to do not only with her own Cassandra-like obsession
with the Nazi threat in Germany, but also her traditional way of thinking as a Jewish woman
bound by the mores of that time and society as well as her husband’s, Gellburg’s, self-loathing of
his Jewishness.

The theme of the Jewish American identity is sought through the three main characters:
Gellburg, Sylvia and a secular Jew, Dr. Hyman. The first section examines Gellburg, who
suppresses his Jewishness, simply because he considers it an obstacle to his career among the
Wasps, but, gradually, comes to realize that it has been bothering Sylvia, and led to his own
eventual downfall. The second section studies Sylvia, whose “hysterical paralysis” is diagnosed as
an effect of the above-mentioned divisions by Hyman. The third section takes a close look at the
role Hyman plays in dealing with the couple’s problems as a so-called therapist.

Finally, the paper concludes that Sylvia's paralysis symbolizes the moral impotency that
arrests all human beings including the characters in the play, which is tantamount to complicity,
reflecting Miller's message that all human beings on earth should assume social responsibility

and help prevent all wars and cure all social ills, such as anti-Semitism, which plague the world.

0O OIKAWA, Masahiro, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University
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