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An early evaluation of renewable portfolio standard in Japan

This paper analyses the performance of renewable portfolio standard (RPS) in Japan. In
theoretical context of RPS, RPS has some advantages to promote electricity from renewable
energy. However, some researchers point out that RPS doesn’t work effectively when the policy
making is failed. In this point of view, it is important to analyses whether RPS works effectively in
practice.

The evaluation of RPS in Japan is made by examining the renewable energy market affected
by RPS. RPS in Japan has 3 short-term negative effects to the renewable energy market. Firstly,
demands for electricity from renewable energy are extremely limited by low obligation set by the
Japanese government. At second, eligible facilities are mostly constituted by existing and
municipal solid waste plants. This implies that RPS hampers new renewable energy
developments. Finally, subsidy schemes just might distort the renewable energy market. This
distortion has negative impacts to RPS policy scheme. This paper concludes that short-term
negative effects to the renewable energy market in Japan come from some failures of policy
making in RPS. Some suggestions also are examined to address these problems.

(KIMURA, KeijiJ Doctoral Candidate, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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