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The Vice-President Henry A. Wallace in the U.S.
and the Cold War

—from the view point of the post - cold war era—

Henry A. Wallace — the Secretary of Agriculture(1933-1941), the Vice President(1941-
1945) and the Secretary of Commerce(1945-1946) — has been regarded as one of the most
unusual character statesmen in the political history of the U. S.

He is well known to have argued for possible cooperation with the Soviet Union after
the Second World War against the cold war policy of the Truman administration although
he had been one of the most significant Democratic statesmen who contributed to the
success of the New Deal under the presidency of FDR.

Wallace, therefore, has been ignored in the academic and political fields as an out-of-
date statesman (one book called him a solder of the Quixotic Crusade) and as a mysterious
person whose reputation stemmed from his incomprehensive exchange of letters with the
suspicious Russian refugee “Guru”.

This article analyzes Wallace’s thoughts and structural conceptions of foreign policies
towards Russia, and concludes that it seems better to regard him as a realist rather than a
utopian or a moralist. If the finding has some rationality, we may find in it the possibility of
another American world policy in the 1940s other than that of the Truman administration.

(ANDO, Tsugio, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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