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Auto sector agglomeration of metropolitan area
type and three cities in Keihin seaside industrial zone

This paper examined the auto sector agglomeration of three cities — Yokohama City,
Kawasaki City, and Yokosuka City — in the Keihin seaside industrial zone as a part of the
metropolitan area. There are 215 auto plants in total in these three cities. There is a
Nissan Motor Co. Yokohama Plant in Yokohama City and a Mitsubishi Motors Kawasaki
Plant in Kawasaki City. Moreover, there was a Isuzu Motors Kawasaki Plant. In
Yokosuka City, there is a Nissan Motor Co. Oppama Plant. Moreover, there were a Nissan
Motor Co. Kurihama Plant and a Kanto Auto Works Yokosuka plant. The car plants in
Yokohama City and Kawasaki City have not reached the amount of production meeting the
requirement in the auto agglomeration region. Therefore, the influence that the economy
of these two cities received from the auto agglomeration is little. Yokosuka City received
some influence.

Yokohama City and Kawasaki City are rapidly losing the character of an industrial
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zone. The auto agglomeration of these two cities are emaciated in overall the deindustrial
trend. The advantage of an industrial agglomeration of the metropolitan area type will
attenuate sooner or later. The 200 or more car plants remaining in these three cities will
find it difficult to survive. The closed many car plants is the indication of this.

(FUJIWARA ,Sadao, Professor, Faculty of Economics, Yamaguchi University)
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