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The New Guiding Ideologies of the Communist Party of
China:“Three Represents” and “Scientific Outlook on
Development” under the Socialist Market Economy

The 171 National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) adopted a resolution on
the amendment to the CPC Constitution to enshrine the Scientific Outlook on Development
advocated by General Secretary Hu Jintao. The Party has positioned it as a part of theories of
socialism with Chinese characteristics that stands along with the important thought of Three
Represents credited to former General Secretary Jiang Zemin. The Three Represents and the
Scientific Outlook on Development became guiding ideologies which CPC members must
observe for a long time to come.

From the late 1980s to the early 1990s, there occurred serious political confusion in socialist
countries, such as the Tiananmen Incident, drastic regime changes in Eastern European countries
and the complete collapse of the Soviet Union. The CPC was faced with unprecedented difficulties
in its efforts to protect the socialist regime. In addition to the political disturbances, there is a
series of serious problems, including a widening gap between the rich and poor, environmental
destruction, peasant riots and governmental corruption.

This article attempts to survey the political purposes of these guiding ideologies and
examines how they are closely related to the dynamics of political, economic, and social changes

in emerging China as well as in the present global circumstances.
(FUJINO, Akira, Senior Editor, The Yomiuri Shimbun)
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