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Globalization Watching from Baseball

The diffusion of sports is one phenomenon of the globalization. English-born sports extended
in 19th century shows that the center of industrialization was England, thus it seems inevitable
that baseball expanded to the world after World War II because the center moved to the United
States.

The global diffusion of baseball had changed its character in the 1950’s, and is expanding
through the relation with capital with accelerating speed. This thesis takes a general view of the
aspect on the case of the Dominican Republic.

There might be impossibility in seeing the expansion of influence power of MLB to the
Dominican Republic only from the aspect of Wallerstein’s “Modern world system theory” or
Frank’s “Dependency theory”. The facts that Dominican players get the title in MLB and Japanese
National team becames champion on WBC tournament are seen as evidence to break the
“System”. But Dominican Major Leaguers don’t play in their homeland any longer, and lots of
Japanese players who played for WBC moved to MLB. Thinking about these phenomenon, we can
see the ‘Core- Periphery’ model in baseball diffusion.

(ISHIHARA, Toyokazu, Doctorial Program in International Relations, Graduate

School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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