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The Japanese Navy and the Japanese-U.S. Negotiations, 1941:
A New Documentary Discovery

This essay introduces readers to an exciting historical discovery. The papers
reproduced in this essay all relate Japan's pre-Pearl Harbor negotiations with the United
States. Authored by Japan's highest naval authorities, and cabled to the Japanese
embassy in Washington, these papers shed new light on the extent to which the Japanese
navy involved itself in the Japanese-U.S. negotiations of 1941. The significance of these
newly discovered documents should not be underestimated. They compel wide-sweeping
revisions to existing scholarly understanding of a critical juncture in the pre-Pearl Harbor
negotiations; they provide answers to long-standing historical controversies arising from

those negotiations; and they open altogether new questions concerning those negotiations.

(Peter MAUCH, Assistant Professor, College of International Relations,

Ritsumeikan University)
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