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Bilingual Education and Pros and Cons of Official English
in the U.S.A.

Opinions are divided over English-only movement among proponents and opponents who
have been exchanging arrays of arguments, and it is a controversial issue in the United States.
The arguments held by proponents of official English are fivefold: 1) English-only promotes unity;
2) English-only will empower immigrants; 3) English-only will promote efficiency and fairness in
government by conducting all official business in a single language; 4) English-only will help
protect the English language in the United States, which is in danger of being replaced by
Spanish; and 5) bilingual education and bilingualism prevent immigrants from effectively learning
English and integrating effectively.

The opponents debunk all of those as mere myths held by the other side. Monolingualism is
rather an economic handicap for Americans. As globalization increases, those who are proficient
in other languages will have an advantage; therefore, the United States needs a new language

policy that could be described as English Plus.

(YOSHIKAWA, Toshihiro, Professor, Faculty of International Culture Studies, Tenri University)

(459) 89






