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The function and the possibility of Republicanism in the Global
Society:

A proposal of a theoretic model through Autopoietic System analysis

The aim of this article is to try to contradict some points of view of International Relations
which oppose the theoretical concept of the Autopoietic System as a methodology for
International Relations, and to set up a theoretical model which clarifies the function and the
possibility of Republicanism in the Global Society by use of Autopoietic System analysis.

According to Autopoietic System theory, the Global Society is analyzed as an Autopoietic
System of Communication. The Communication has been differentiated into its function in the
Social System, forming many sub-systems which have been specialized by their functions. The
Communication about the Global Politics has formed the Global Political System. It has been
differentiated into three systems: the Inter-State Political System, International Institutionalized
Political System, and Transnational Civil Society System.

Republicanism as a political concept is a sub-system of the Scientific System which has been
closed by the binary code; truth and falsity in the Social System. The system of Republicanism
has been closed by the binary code; structuring of virtue and its absence. Its function has been to
set up a political theory of ‘freedom from domination’. Republicanism focuses on the external
observation of the Global Political System and communicates about some ideal situations of the
system. The Global Political System can also observe the system of Republicanism from outside.
The Ideological System also observes the System of Republicanism and formed Republican
Ideology in its system. Each external observation touches off their self-reflection.

This theoretic model developed through the Autopoietic System analysis enables clear

explanation of the function and the potential of Republicanism in the Global Society.

(KAWAMURA, Satoko, Doctoral Program in International Relations, Graduate School of International

Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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