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An Analysis of Coordination between Overlapping
International Regimes

The demand for international institutions has increased dramatically as globalization has
deepened. As a result, many institutions, formal and informal, have been established. Increase of
such international regimes is usually favorably received as these international regimes can bring
order to the global political arena. However, the more international regimes coexist, the more
overlaps and conflicts between them have been observed.

The purpose of this article is to analyze how such overlaps and conflicts are coordinated in
order. Firstly, I examine the overlapping international regimes on anti-personnel landmines which
seem well coordinated between each other. Secondly, I explore the overlapping international
regimes on cluster munitions. Although the case concerning cluster munitions looks similar to
that for landmines at first glance, in the case of cluster munitions overlapping regimes are not
coordinated at all. Rather, significant fragmentations between overlapping regimes are observed
there. Subsequently, I will discuss these characteristics through comparison of these two cases,

which might suggest a way to facilitate the coordination of overlapping regimes.

(ADACHI, Kenki, Associate Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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