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A Study of the Two Trends in the Nation-Building Process in

Modern Korea:
The Establishment of the Korean Empire and the Sovereignty

Restoration Movement

What is the nation of Korea? The answer is based on “who” and “why.” This study aims to
clarify the meaning of the two nations, and why two nations became necessary in the era. As it
is essential to show clearly who the leader of the nationalism movement was, this study examines
the nation-building process.

In modern Korea, especially in the Korean Empire era (1897-1910), the Korean nation-
building process showed two trends. The building process depended on the nationalism “from
higher” to create “Gukmin (JEJX),” and the nationalism “from lower” to appear “Minjok (Jf%).”

Consequently, this paper inquires into the connections between the nation-building process
and the two trends of nationalism in the era by comparing the Tongnipsinmun (The Independent,
1896-99) and the TaeHan maeil sinbo (Korean Daily News, 1904-10) which were both newspapers
affecting society of that time. In order to observe the nation-building process clearly, it is

necessary to make this comparison.

(KIM, Yong Chan, Ph. D. Candidate, Graduate School of International Relations,

Ritsumeikan University)
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