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The Politics of Insecurity and Non-traditional Security:
the Multilayered Dimensions of Securitization on Transnational Crimes

in Southeast Asia

Great debate has been enlivened to include wider agendas within security terms since the
analytical framework of the securitization was proposed by the Copenhagen school. Although this
framework supposes single discourse and single interpretation between securitizing actor and
audience, various types of speech act are conducted in order to lead the process of securitization
success, and they are often buttressed by political powers. In this backdrop, the concept of
securitization hardly fits when explaining recent characteristics of securitization of transnational
crimes in Southeast Asia. In particular, an underlying philosophy of post-structuralist realism can
easily lead to neglect of political analysis of the securitization process. This paper clarifies the
multilayered dynamics and political dimensions of securitization by focusing on securitizations of
drug trafficking in Thailand and illegal migration in Malaysia. Various political techniques can be
found within the process of constructing security threats, and these dynamics are strengthened
not only by speech acts but also by non-discursive social practices, such as mobilizations and
enhancement of political groups. It is rather the social construction of insecurity that needs to be

considered in order to clarify effective policies against transnational crimes.

(KUDO, Sasagu, Doctoral Program in International Relations, Graduate School of International Relations,

Ritsumeikan University)
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