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A Study of Political Conditions in Nation-Building in Modern Korea:
The Consciousness of Others and the Righteous Army Movement

This paper examines the political conditions in nation-building in modern Korea and
correlates characteristics of nationalism in the righteous army movement with the patriotism
enlightenment movement. I focus on the unstable situation of governance, especially in the
sovereignty restoration movement period (1904-1910) from the Russo-Japanese War to the Korea-
Japan annexation, which was ruled not only with “the sentimental unification” but “the system
unification.” In addition, I examine how these two movements, which are like the correlation of
the characteristic of the nationalism in the righteous army movement and the patriotism
enlightenment movement, had changed due to the political situation at that time.

As mentioned above, the sovereignty restoration movement can be divided into two types:
the righteous army movement and the patriotism enlightenment movement. Although, these two
movements seem to contain “a shared objective,” in each the ideas and means are different. This
may be viewed according to the aspects of cultural nationalism and political nationalism that John
Hutchinson has addressed. Cultural nationalism and political nationalism represent two different
conceptions of the nation, and form distinctive organizations and political strategies. This point of
view is significant in deliberating the political conditions in nation-building in modern Korea

relating these two types of the sovereignty restoration movement.
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