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The Conquest of the Past and Collective Memory:
Transformation of the Society and Conversion of the Memory

in West Germany in the 1980s

The aim of this paper is to reconsider the transformation of collective memory in the 1980s,
and to show the causes of the transformation and the circumstances of German society after the
1980s, based on preceding studies. The background of this research is that most preceding
studies in this field show both “Germany which takes the history of Nazism on itself” and “the
Holocaust as collective memory” were not consistent concepts after the Second World War.
However, this transformation appeared in the 1980s, continuing to the present, and it has rarely
been mentioned why such a conversion occurred in the 1980s. Some preceding studies
concerning this question suggested that the TV drama series “Holocaust,” broadcast in 1979,
changed the West German society and transformed the collective memory as a victim to the
memory of infliction of the Holocaust. This research revealed factors of the transformation which
are not understood by identified events such as a change of generation or airing of a TV drama.
Observation in a longer time-span, including the history of the founding of the country, is

necessary when thinking through this issue.

(TANAKA, Nao, Doctoral Program in International Relations, Graduate School of International Relations,
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