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A Study of Sacred Games by Vikram Chandra:
Focusing on Communal Conflicts between Islamic
Fundamentalism and Hindu Nationalism

Sacred Games (2006) by Vikram Chandra won various literary prizes and became an
international bestseller after its publication. However, book reviews dealing with this novel do not
seem to pay appropriate attention to its important aspect of communal conflicts, especially the
Hindu nationalist conspiracy to bring about total nuclear warfare between India and Pakistan,
based upon the apocalyptic vision of Kali Gura.

Given that such a controversial issue is somewhat alien to Japanese readers, the author of
this paper felt it necessary to give the historical context to this problem in terms of providing a
brief history of the conflicts between Hindu and Muslims in India and in India and Pakistan after
the partition, especially focusing upon the communal violence resulting in the destruction of the
Masjid Mosque in Ayodhya in 1992 and its aftermath in various places in India.

The protagonist of this novel, Ganesh Gaitonde, who is the rising boss of G-Company, one of
the leading mafia organizations in Mumbai, in the midst of communal riots raging in Mumbai as
an aftermath of the destruction of the Masjid Mosque at Ayodhya, gets involved with the Hindu
communalism pressed by his Hindu underlings who want their boss to be the Hindu boss. His
commitment to the communal issue then leads him to further involvement in a conspiracy to
illegally import weapons for Hindu extremists in preparation for the coming fights against Muslim
terrorist organizations in India at the request of a Shiv Sena-like politician in Mumbai. This
collusion turns out to be part of a much larger scheme promoted by a world-famous Hindu guru
by whom Gaitonde became entrapped due to his childhood loss of his ineffectual Brahmin father
and his beautiful but faithless mother as well as his desperate need to seek a father-figure in the
Guru.

Another focus is upon the intelligence war between India and Pakistan represented by K.D.
Yadav on the Indian side and Major Shahid Khan on the Pakistan side. This strand of the novel
reveals, above all, hidden historical depth of the activities of the Indian State in building up peace

and order in the newly independent country.

(KATO, Tsunehiko, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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