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Peace Images of Japanese People:
Viewed in Light of Debates between “Pluralists” and
“Solidarists” in the English School of International Relations

The tragedy at a natural gas plant in Algeria where dozens of hostages including ten Japanese
were Killed by extreme Islamist terrorists made clear that the “war on terror” has actually
increased and dispersed terrorism all over the world. It also indicates that peace and security for
Japan is naturally inseparable from peace and security in other parts of the world. Since their
country’s defeat in the Second World War, the Japanese people have made substantial efforts to
keep and reconsider their memory of the war in the past, while paying little attention to wars in
the same age happening in other parts of the world. In parallel with this attitude among the
public, many students of Peace Studies seem to have not thought seriously about their
contribution to ending contemporary conflicts, while ambiguously seeing themselves as
“pacifists.” It is argued here that the careful examination of the debates between the “pluralists”
and the “solidarists” in the English School of international relations will give Japanese students
suggestions on deepening their understanding of how to achieve a realistic contribution to global

peace.

(SATO, Makoto, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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