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Terrorism-oriented Armed Insurgents in Contemporary Africa:
A New Hypothesis on Issues in African Security

In 2013, two incidents occurred which are notable when it comes to considering issues of
peace and security in Sub-Saharan Africa. The first incident was the assault against a natural gas
plant in Algeria, and the second was the attack on a large-scale commercial shopping complex in
Nairobi, Kenya. The two armed groups that initiated these incidents were both Islamic extremist
organizations with terrorist leanings. Large-scale conflicts frequently occurred in Africa in the
1990s, but due to the investment of large-scale military forces such as those represented by
PKOs, as well as attempts at post-conflict elections, the number of conflicts has decreased and the
disarmament of armed insurgents has progressed. In recent years, terrorism has replaced armed
conflict as the new national security challenge on the African continent. The two extremist groups
which caused the 2013 incidents are organizations that symbolize Africa’s new reality. The reason
for this is that the form of power struggles in Africa has changed from armed conflict to political
conflict; the forces that could not adapt to these changes remain as small armed groups and
continue armed conflict through terrorism. There are limitations to military response against

small-scale armed insurgents, creating a need for new strategies.

(SHIRATO, Keiichi, the Mainichi Newspapers North American General Bureau)
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