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The Dilemma of Kim Young-sam over Regionalism and the

Struggle of Military and Democratization Groups:
The Personnel Dispute over the DLP Post of Kim Jong-pil

Kim Young-sam was to be inaugurated as president with the support of two military groups,
the Roh Tae-woo and Kim Jong-pil groups, on February 1992. Kim Jong-pil was No.2 of his Party.

As Kim Young-sam’s background was civilian, he was requested to eliminate military power.
Kim Young-sam was under pressure from the democracy group to dismiss Kim Jong-pil. Due to a
power struggle, Kim Young-sam was also requested to take action for this dismissal from his
group and the Roh Tae-woo group, another military group. He refused the request and defended
Kim Jong-pil. However, Kim Young-sam suddenly dismissed Kim Jong-pil from the No.2 position
of the party in January 1995. Kim Jong-pil left the party.

The purpose of this paper is to rethink about the actual condition of Korean politics in this era
from the aspects of Regionalism and the struggle of Military and Democratization Groups by
analyzing aspects of this personnel dispute.

In conclusion, it is necessary to thoroughly analyze all Korean politics even though it was the
internal personnel affairs in the party and the actual condition of the Three Kims (Kim Young-

sam, Kim Jong-pil and Kim Dae-jung)’s human relations has been brought to light.

(IKOMA, Tomokazu, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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