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Some Issues on Service Labor and
the Determination of the Value of Labor Power

One of the major issues in relation to cases of service labor is whether they create value or
not. The key to this question is the field of labor, not type. Some types of service labor are
branches of labor in the process of the manufacturing and the distribution of goods. They are
forms of labor that tap new goods or manage the process of the manufacturing and the
distribution of goods. They are not directly involved in the manufacturing and the distribution of
goods, but contribute to it by facilitating the process. Thus, it can be concluded that such labor
produces value. The forms of service labor which do not produce value are confined to only
services such as teaching and medical occupations.

The second point the author wants to make is the need to determine the value of labor power
more strictly, because the value of labor power contains the payment for services, and some
services are supplied in the form of social overhead capital by the State or local governments.
Therefore we must take into account the expenses of social capital as well when we determine the

value of labor power.

(OKUDA, Hiroshi, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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