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On Social Reform and Social Consciousness

Social reforms are carried out by people. Therefore, in terms of the anatomy of social
change, we have to analyze not only economic and social conditions but also configurations of the
ideologies of the people in an era of major social change.

In this paper, I have examined the works of some scholars on the history of thought. I was
especially impressed by the question raised by Mr. Daikichi Irokawa, “What is the purpose of the
history of thought?” However, he fails to give an answer to this question in his works. So, keeping
this question in mind, I would like to examine the books of two other researchers, Mr. Saburou
Shimoyama and Mr. Isamu Fujita. At the end of this paper, I would describe a general outline of

the current Japanese thought.

(OKUDA, Hiroshi, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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