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Cultural Features of the Shandon Dialect: A discussion with
Professor Ogi Hirofumi

This paper describes three aspects of Shandon dialect: 1) its basic characteristics, 2) the
appellation system of relatives with special reference to the cultural background of the dialect, and
3) the historical changes in the culture and dialect. Shandon Province is the home of Confucius
and of Mencius, and was also the source from which Confucianism, and the schools of Mozi and
of Sunzi developed. Therefore, the dialect of Shandong Province is not only the fundamental of
the common Chinese language, but also one of the richest in the resources of Chinese culture.
This paper is written as a record of a conversation with Professor Ogi. The reason for this
narrative style is, 1) to make the paper easier to understand, 2) to acknowledge our collaboration
in collecting the materials used in this paper, and 3) to reflect the atmosphere of our daily

conversation, filled with scientific stimulation and precious memories.

(MA, Fengru, Professor, Faculty of Intercultural Studies, Yamaguchi Prefectural University)
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