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The starting point of Sinologist, Konan Naito:
old Chinese study in his hometown, kemanai

From the Meiji era to early Showa, Konan Naito (1866-1934), who was known as a very
influential Sinologist, played an important role in the establishment of modern Sinology in Japan.
He had a rich knowledge of classic Sinology and old Chinese text books through intensive
education by his family in Kemanai, Kazuno city in Akita Prefecture, where Naito was born and
which had a strong tradition of classic Sinology in the Edo era. These research notes will focus on

the impact on Naito’s studies that resulted from his classic Chinese understanding.

(NOJIMA, Tsuyoshi, Asahi Shimbun senior staff writer, contract lectuer of Kyoto University)
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