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The policy advocating abolition of Chinese characters in
South Korea: Focusing on the period of
Lee Seung-man’s administration

This paper aims to clarify why policies advocating the abolition of Chinese characters failed
during the period of administration of Lee Seung—man, who insisted on policy supporting Hangul.

First of all, in order to understand the changes in attitude towards the use of Chinese
characters immediately after liberation, we focused on the domestic situation in South Korea and
the actual situation of Korean education. As a result I discussed Korea’s domestic situation
immediately after liberation and the level of Korean education for Korean citizens. In addition, I
discussed Korea’s literacy rate and Hangul education immediately after liberation.

The South Korean government was established after establishment of the "Exclusive Usage
of 'Hangul' Act," "a campaign to abolish illiteracy," a plan from the days when the law on dedicated
Hangul was planned by the "Hangul simplification" faction. I took up three events and analyzed
the movements of the Chinese character abolition policy.

Finally, in order to investigate the cause of failure of the Chinese character abolition policy,
we analyzed introduction of Chinese character into textbooks from the aspects of social response.

South Korea instituted a national policy based on Hangul, but South Korean society
continued to use a mixture including Chinese characters. In school education, where the principle
of exclusive use of Hangul was advocated, the combination of Chinese characters was maintained.
As a result, concerning the abolition of 'Chinese characters,’ the policy was changed to 'Chinese

Character Restriction' and the policy of abolishing Chinese characters failed.

(LEE, Sunyoung, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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