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The 1995-6 Taiwan Strait Crisis:
How was it perceived by Japan?

A visit by Taiwan’s President Lee Teng-hui to the US in 1995 caused serious diplomatic
friction. China protested that it was a breach of US commitment to the one-China policy, which
recognized Taiwan as part of China. China’s military carried out multiple missile tests and
exercises near Taiwan in order to rebuke Taiwan for behaving like a sovereign state. Especially a
military exercise held before Taiwan’s Presidential Election in 1996 was most serious and the US
sent two aircraft carrier groups to prepare for any unexpected military incident between China
and Taiwan.

This paper investigates how Japan perceived the crisis. Did Japan consider the Taiwan crisis
important enough to affect the security of Japan? If so, why? How did Japan view the possible
Chinese threat to peace? The paper discusses the nature and impact of a possible Chinese
military attack against Taiwan. If a military conflict over Taiwan had become intense, how should
Japan have responded? In reality, if any nation had intervened militarily, it would have to have
been the US. The possible dispatch of US military would have been conducted from the US bases
in Japan. Then how should Japan have cooperated with the US?

(NAKATSU]JI, Keiji, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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