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TOPIC

» The reasons for choosing this topic include:

Who do you >

usually hang and foreign students, to create their own communities

» Community Formation and Belonging at Ritsumeikan University, College of IR

GROUNDS and PURPOSE

Shared observation of a certain pattern in which students, particularly between Japanese students

out with? Personal experience/observation during the time spent both at Ritsumeikan University and

American University

» Hence, the purpose of this research is to investigate how, as well as why, students in College of IR forge

community and develop a sense of belonging.

RESEARCH QUESTION

» How do students find community / belonging at Ritsumeikan University, College of IR?

HYPOTHESIS

» Students find their community/belonging based on their cultural and linguistic affinity and the divide

between Japanese students and international students 1s the manifestation of such phenomenon.
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We international students feel
alienated from the IR community
because not all of us have the
access to their resources due to
linguistic barrier

- A.K (Personal Communication)

The observed tendency for
students of the same

nationality/language to stay in
their bubbles
- T.S (Personal Communication)

While many international students have commented that they feel as if
Japanese students do not want to interact with them, | don't think that is
true. Many want to but are unable to because of the language
barrier, or they actually try to which can be seen in many interaction
that happens in the BBP. "

--Anonymous Japanese student (personal Communication)
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NOTEWORTHY FINDINGS

1. 85% of the students that eat lunch with foreign students are international

students

¢ Of 33 Japanese respondents, only 6 (18%) answered they eat lunch

with foreign students, in which 5 of them turned out to be a returnee

who lived abroad for 1 year or longer (of whom 4 spent more than 4

years)

¢ Of 25 International respondents, only 6 (24%) answered they spend

their time together with Japanese students

Mainly international students found 1t difficult to associate with

Japanese students/non-English speaking students / likely to hang out

with other international students due to shared interests, sense of humor,

cultural references.

N/

** While the many Japanese students who eat lunch with other Japanese

students find their kikoku-shijyo or returnee status comfortable

Surprisingly, many international students commented that they

find Japanese students unenthused or uninterested to hang out with

foreign students

ANALYSIS

» The disparity between Japanese students and International
Students in their perception towards each other
*» A significant number of international respondents
have attributed their tendency to hang out with other
international students to their shared sense of humor,
relatable topics during conversations (i.e., tv shows,
memes) and their default English conversation
** Only a few Japanese students, especially IR students
mentioned that their inability to speak English made it
difficult for them to socialize with the international
students but are more than willing or want to socialize
more with international students
o However, some Japanese students, including
those with high proficiency in English, keep to
their own Japanese community because they
are more comfortable being a part of the
bilingual, returnee community
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