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_ Avery Goldstein: A Unipolar Hegemon’s
78{ Overreaction to the Threat of a Rising_ Power

Unipolarity provides strong incentives for
the unipolar hegemon to remain vigilant
and become increasingly sensitive to a
rising power’s increase in capabilities to
challenge the ruling one.
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The language of BRICS’ 2009 and 2023 summits reveals that the true intentions of the forum are
mainly economic. To the extent to which it goes beyond its economic visions, it reflects how the
economic forum has advocated for increased Global South representation and improved treatment In
the global financial order. Applying Goldstein’s theory, the antagonization of BRICS In the Western
narrative as the “boogeyman” was a natural overreaction and form of vigilance of the Western
hegemon, namely the United States, in response to the rise and expansion of BRICS.
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