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Chokepoint for chokepoint:

how the US and China weaponise
the Chip Supply Chain

Semiconductors underpin Al, military power and modern

economies, yet depend on a few chokepoints. Washington
and Beijing now turn each other's dependence into leverage.
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Research Question

How do China and the United States weaponise each other's
dependencies in critical minerals and advanced semiconductors, and
does either side gain a decisive advantage?
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China’s Expanded Rare Earth Export Controls (2025)
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restricts minerals

o China's leverage is gradually declining not rapidly
: Diversification takes time, China remains important in mineral

processing and refining
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The chip industry needs both.
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