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How is the ICC attempting to incorporate transformative justice through
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O THEY HAVE THE RIGHT TO KILL MY SON?” &%
these attempts satisfied the victims and survivors’ expectations? e -A MOTHER’S WORDS (INTERVIEWEE A)

V| 3.1 TESTIMONIALS OF VICTIMS & SURVIVORS

reparations in the Duterte case? How about the local communities? Have CWHY? WHY? D
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| 1.1 GENERAL BACKGROUND X
w - The semi-structured interviews below were conducted by Ortilla (2026) between March, 2026 and July, 2026 in the Philippines i ¥
: e Who is Rodrigo Ro Duterte? |to gain a better understanding of victim-centered transformative justice and reparations. Written informed consent was H
0 o 16" president of the Philippines (2016-2022), * How did the international law respond? obtained from all participants prior to their inclusion in the study (Interviewee A (female); Interviewee B (female), Testimony | *
e mayor of Davao City for three non-consecutive o On 7 March 2025, the International Provider (gender unknown; in Ortilla 2026, March 26) | b
11'1 terms between 1988 and 2016, and the Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest b
LY
+ “alleged” founder and head of the Davao Death warrant f(?r Duterte. - | Below are the four salient themes that emerged from the interviews: i
: ngad (DD.S.). | . o Charge§ ;TCIfUd;:belr}g alleged[y : . Humanizing Victim » Institutional Impunity #
i o Gained political popularity due to his Lesponsult ifor fdznm:: atg:alnst P The victims of the extrajudicial killings were o A son was shot by hitmen ‘in tandem.’ This {: :
' ic an ist i ies - umani murder and attempte : . S——
: ‘&:'gorllgmf':llln rhetorll;: Iatr: i |de?;)logtlf 2 murder”y P individuals who had relationships, families, case did not have a follow-up investigation | ::
! od will weep if | become president”. : e :
: _ 2eR ! - Rres! > On 11 March 2025, Duterte was | | responsibilities, as well as personal flaws and (Interviewee A). s 1
{ * himbGialic dog arrested at Ninoy Aquino International aspirations, just like the rest of us. = lREEolEsiBovide Dy polieses alaNEgUR |
A o |nitiated the “war on drugs” that utilized police : . : : o A man, 32, worked as a welder, had a answers: “Mrs., maybe your son was involved in 1
43 brutality, which resulted in the deaths of over ITpRTLI IS = Spectlioned Tadl thig o | : " M
:1 12.000 i=ili i ol e WS Sl P il was because of the domestic political | girlfriend whom he planned to have a child a love triangle” (Interviewee A). *
i ; p _ o tensions in the Philippines m with, and travelled to Tondo, Manila, to visit o In many of the cases, the mothers' pleas went “:*
# 300,000 Filipinos. Most of the victims were from : : e _ +
i o A 0N o On 23 April 2026, the Pre-Trial Chamber his sister (Interviewee A) unanswered by the Supreme Court X
' 1 » . - » 1
confirmed all charges. The trial is oy : c OVrti 3
i o “Please feel free to call us, the police, ordoit .\ 4 procged trom 30 ! FxIBafnager, 17, HeNsletio Bagtls Liy intervisvee €5 Eillla, 2026, M aich 26, ¢
¥ yourself if you have the gun - you have my November 2026. | participate in a gaming tournament. He o Many of the death certificates are :
ﬁir support. Shoot the drug dealer, and I'll give | wanted to be a professional gamer to support misrepresented (e.g. “natural causes” instead of M
] you a medal”. Kenmy & Holmae. 2020 Human it Wateh 20261 P his family financially (Interviewee B) “Ailled due to gunshot”). o
enn olmes, : Human Rights Watch, : Human Rights Watch, n.d.; :'rd. . g : ; ;
:. N : : : — o Girl, 9, killed during the ‘War on Drugs o The police showed little compassion or support. ;.*
3":' ( 1 2 TRANSFORMATIVE JUSTICE 14 (Ortilla 2026, March 26). e Psychosocial Impact on the Grieving Mothers and :
e . T ; = o ; ; : !
A e  Victim-Blaming, Misinformation, and Stigma the Community o
: e Focus beyond repairing harm and restoring e Six principles: (i)symbolic & ritual, (ii) o The victims are labeled as drug addicts and o Mothers experience grief and psychological trauma .*
*- peace, but also on generating transformation to temporal, (iii) local ownership & capacity- | criminals. (i.e., Post-traumatic stress disorder) after the 'i
* soclety. . - e ) building, (iv) structural/instituional o Victim-blaming is prevalent: Derogatory terms deaths of their children (Interviewee A; Interviewee s t
4 . Er?g\;,zzm:f;z-él?nifﬁzgnﬁ:::y: Ii:)gal justice, (ii) reforms, (v) reconciliation, (vi) holistic, are used: for example, drug users are referred B; Ortilla 2026, March 26). | 5
1:,m socioecc?nomic i (i?/) i S Integrated, and comprehensive. to as “monsters” and “deserving the fate that o A mother described the toll of her loss this way: :
:1‘ . J , (IV) P | : a2 befell them” “Every night during the wake, | was losing my mind ‘H:
- - — — . S W - : . -. | . -u '*"
:' X — = — — o Social media, such as Facebook and TikTok, (I\I/Intfhrwewee & Sionaliv draired far sl e 3*
| : . . : o Mothers are emotionally drained after they learn
4 is used to spread misinformation about what W
* | W h q tp thei about the circumstances surrounding their kids' "#
n r sons.
H » The ICC uses 4 types of reparations: restitution T : : a.ppe e o _el SONS _ e deaths, including shootings and disappearences e
: : > * Thefirstinstance of the ICC implementing o Stigma also reinforces the idea that victims b wee A B et} W
)| compensation, rehabilitation, and symbolic reparation policv is in The Prosecutor V. . : : e
::“' measures : I_ e gRSeed th? v.|olence. ‘ _ o The deaths affect not only grieving mothers but also | +
¢ - P Germain Katanga.l (2017). After Mr. . o Mothers of victims are harassed online and in {hieWider GommURTe Cating st emotion ¢
4 e = P _ Katanga was convicted, the court awarded person, putting their safety at risk (Interviewee trauma, fear, and disruption. Y
” victims is established as principles on ordering reparations to remedy, to the greatest A&B). , . o | | . “*
* and the scope of reparations. extent pOSSib|e the harm the victims (Simangan, 2018; Wenifredo & Cawi, 2019; Gallagher & Maulana, 2020; Lamchek & Jopson, 2024; Tremlett, 2024; Ortilla 2025 a) :t:
H‘ ° Reparations can be given either toindividuals ¢ tered as a consequence of the crimes < 1
*‘\ or as a collective; often, collective reparations o Some examples of the reparation M
#] are preferred due to the large scale of : : '+
*l‘ N , given are: a symbolic monetary e
i victimization. The court may order directly _ ™ — *:
b . . amount of 250 USD, collective help - . ma ) i
+ against a convicted person or through a Trust - . Y Victims/Survivors’ by
X Fund (as outlined in Article 79). for support for housing, support for Experiences b :
iy o The reparations offered by the ICC strive to fit an income-generating activity, e e S e Ty __ $
;:f, into the local cultural and customary practices support for education and . I ot — Pl LTuan}tC;(S) anhe J*
¥y with the ultimate goal of the victims finding it psychological support. .I
| ili I meaningful. They hope to help support e Intotal, 8 ICC cases have reparations : 't
& benefit the victims over a longer period of decisions. B T e Pl A o RS 7
time. (ICC, 2021; Sulzer, 2026) :
" 9 !
- o AT b A TEY W A ASTRI0 SNINET AN TENER JRWE

2 2 DOMEST[C LAW & COU RT CASES | | Asthe case on Duterte proceeds, many local communities, including grassroots organizations, have held

seminars, dialogue sessions, and events to spread awareness of the case. Three main goals were identified
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e Since the Marcos’s regime, the Philippines has during the interviews (see note 1).
had the death penalty law revised repeatedly;
death sentences became common and judicial

executions rare. Yet, extrajudicial killings

e The most famous case, and the one that
caused the whole country’s uproar, was
the case of the killing of 17-year-old Kian

.
-

[ ° Grassroots Action & Safe Spaces .« Local Impact & Social Stigma « Bridging the Legal Gap A
o ChurCh & C|V|I SOCiety: Faith-based o Targeted Neighborhoods: The o Demystlfylng Law:

y N Delos Santos in 2017 groups and NGOs stepped in with "War on Drugs" hit poor urban Grassroots groups
Ooccurreq trequentiy. : . :
S o 3 police officers were sentenced to legal aid, mental care, and safe areas hardest, devastating transiate complex IGC
* Promise to protect police from legal S : oo .
tabilitv: th e . up to 40 years in prison each < but o A local faith-based leader (church- families economically and orocedures into simple,
accountapllity; us, very rew aomesltiC cases . : . ’
. y _ _ f yh . IS this enough for reparatlon? led program)- Offers SanCtuary, Socia”y_ accessible |anguage for
and little to no justice for the victims. dignified burials, and exhumation o Dl liore o ocals
o Only 9 police officers have been convicted : : . '
y<ap ‘ | aSS|Stance, connects traumatized government narratives o Empowerment: Educating
across Only 5 domeStiC cases Since 201 6 (Johnson & Ferquest, 2018; Johnson, 2018; Wenifredo & Cawi, 2019) f | d | : : | e e
) : amilies directly to internationa labeled victims as criminals, survivors on their rights
- S -- platforms like the ICC, and isolating affected families turns passive victims into
RF RNCES o, ‘transforming places of fear into through fear and stigma. active agents for justice. -
« Amnesty International. (2017, February 4). Philippines: Duterte’s ‘war on drugs’ is a e Lamchek, J. S., & Jopson, T. (2024). Confronting the Philippines' war on drugs: A literature review. { SanCtuarleS Of hope and dlgnlty" ﬂ

war on the poor. hitps://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/02/war-on-drugs-war- Sociology Compass, e13209.
on-poor/ » Magno, A. (2023, June 30). How Silingan Coffee helps kin of EJK victims pay their bills, share
e Brooke, S., Buckley, D., David, C. and Mendoza, R. (2023), Religious Protection from htt ) 0S-
Populist Violence: The Catholic Church and the Philippine Drug War. American families-extrajudicial-killings-victims/ ' :
Journal of Political Science, 67: 205-220. https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12669 e Ortilla, M.B.M. (2026, March 26). Outcome report: Building foundations for field research on the § ' (Gready & Robins, 2014; Amnesty International, 2017; Ong & Cabanes, 2018; Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation, n.d.)
« Gallagher, A., Raffle, E., & Maulana, Z. (2020). Failing to fulfil the responsibility to ICC proceedings concerning former President Duterte in the Philippines, with authors. r. _J
protect: the war on drugs as crimes against humanity in the Philippines. The Pacific e Ortilla, M.B.M. (2026, July 7). Interview on Zoom, with authors. e — Y — — =
Review, 33(2), 247-277. » Ortilla, M.B.M. (2026, July 9). Interview at Silingan Coffee, with authors.
o Gready, P, & Robins, S. (2014). From transitional to transformative justice: A new » Ong, J.C., & Cabanfes, J. V. A. (2018). Architects of networked disinformation: Behind the scenes

agenda for practice. International Journal of Transitional Justice, 8(3), 339-361. of troll accounts and fake news production in the Philippines [Research report]. University of | 4 C O N C L U S I O N |t |S eVi dent th at ac Omb|nat|0n O.I: d ehu m ani Zat| on V|Ct| m-
g o 3

« International Criminal Court. (2017, March 24). Order for reparations pursuant to Leeds.

Article 75 of the Statute in The Prosecutor v. Germain Katanga (ICC-01/04-01/07- e Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation. (n.d.-a). Awards. - - I el I I I i I 1 I
3728-tENG). https://www.icc-cpi.int/court-record/icc-01/04-01/07-3728-teng « Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation. (n.d.-b). Villanueva, Flaviano Antonio L. \ blam'”g, misinfo rmatlon, institutional Impunlty, and Stlgma need

; ional Criminal Court. (n.d.). D - https://www.icc- ; (2026, O .ICC says f ilippi | i ial. & .. : : : i i
e A ek Cularis csse: Hhpslwhlon et L S e e e Official government bodies and the ICC have their own idea {0 P€ addressed in order to create meaningful change for these
communities. These organizations are providing safe places for

e Johnson, D.T., & Fernquest, J. (2018). Governing through killing: The war on drugs in e Simangan, D. (2018). Is the Philippine “War on Drugs” an Act of Genocide? Journal of Genocide . . p o s : .
the Philippines. Asian Journal of Law and Society, 5(2), 359-390. Research, 20(1), 68-89.  of reparations and justice for the victims, with the aim of S _

grieving, making events to allow people to watch the ICC case

and demystify the law, and challenging misinformation. The

e Johnson, H. (2018, November 29). Philippines drug war: Police guilty of murdering » Sulzer, J. (2026). Reparations and trust fund for victims. Victims’ Rights & the ICC. v i ’ .
Kian Delos Santos. BBC News. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-46381697 » The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, July 17, 1998, 2187 U.N.T.S. 3. aldlng them as mUCh as pOSSIble. Howevel’, It becomeS C|eal‘

ultimate goal of the Duterte case is not whether Duterte is guilty

under the ICC, but how to address the harm that has fallen

e Kenny, P.D., & Holmes, R. (2020). A new penal populism? Rodrigo Duterte, public e Tremlett, P-F. (2024). Transnational affect and the making of a moral public: The war on drugs in
upon these communities regardless of his sentencing.
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opinion, and the war on drugs in the Philippines. Journal of East Asian Studies, 20(2), the Philippines. Sociological Research Online, 29(4), 918-930. that V|Ct| MmsS Of Dutel’te'S War on DrugS need more than jUSt
187-205.  Wenifredo, D. A.,Jr, & Cawi, R. D. (2019). The Implementation of the Anti-Drug War Campaign of . . . .
» Lambourne, W. (2014). Transformative justice, reconciliation and peacebuilding. In S. the Philippine Government. International Journal of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences, 5(3). Standal‘d e paratlonS. Through d ISCUSSION W|th graSSI’OO’[S

Buckley-Zistel, T. K. Beck, C. Braun, & F. Mieth (Eds.), Transitional justice theories

(pp. 19-39). Routledge. organizations and families of victims,
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