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Example of | ®
Practice

[All classes] Devising of feedback

Give students opportunities to encounter research papers when giving
feedback.

One way of offering feedback in many classes is to collect questions and impressions from students in each class and answer
them in the next week’s class. At that time, it is often the case that the instructor’s own comments are verbally communicated
or described in handouts or manaba + R.

In this case, in the course for second-year students, upon commenting on questions or impressions from students, related
research papers are always presented in order to show the validity of the instructor’s comments, raise the interest of students
by conveying the fun of research, or improve the quality of their questions.

Before the end of a class, let them submit their impressions or doubts about the relevant day’s class. At that time, tell students,
“Do not ask questions that you can find the answers to yourself. However, please let me know if you find any interesting research
papers or discoveries.” By doing so, students will be able to look things up themselves when they don’t understand something in
class.

After reading all the impressions and questions, if there are questions or discoveries that you think would be useful to other
students, and questions on which you want students to have a certain perspective, it is advised to answer the questions or make
comments on the discoveries using the first ten minutes of the next class. By listening to the questions and discoveries of other
students, the students will be able to realize that there are other perspectives. It will broaden their horizons and improve the
quality of learning of the whole class. In addition, by introducing the researched content, it will help motivate the students to
learn.

By introducing research papers with answers or comments in each class, the hurdle for students to read research papers is
lowered, and they will sometimes independently read and investigate parts that could not be introduced in the class. If such
learning or questions are useful to other students, introducing them in class will stimulate other students and create a virtuous
cycle of independently reading research papers and asking questions.

When presenting research papers, the instructor will mention the importance of devising experiments and the importance of
continuing to maintain interest and a sense of inquiry. Even brief feedback can leave a strong impression on students.

By giving students the opportunity to come into contact with papers, even if only a little, the importance of looking at the original
work is conveyed to them. Also, providing the opportunity for students to read academic papers in their early years helps them
prepare for their graduation theses.

This method allows lower year students, who normally do not have much exposure to academic papers, to have the opportunity

to read them.

Tips for Use | ®

Upon providing feedback, not only return comments, but also present research papers or video materials on which the comments
are based to arouse interest in the learning content or promote deeper understanding.

Instead of explaining only verbally or in text form, show supporting research papers or videos if applicable. In this case, since
the subject is infants, we show students those videos of experiments posted on YouTube by research institutes or universities or
those videos that help them understand the psychological state of infants.

When presenting research papers, mainly present figures and tables (including experimental subjects (photographs of infants),
unusual experimental equipment, or photographs of experiments using animals).

Instead of explaining only the content of research papers to students, show them that you yourself as the instructor are also
exploring research subjects, such as telling them that “it is interesting to have such experimental results” or “it is amazing that
this has such power.”

By providing opportunities for students to be exposed to academic papers in their lower years, it will be an effective connection

to the specialized exercises and graduation research.

Theoretical | e
Background

Giving feedback is generally considered to be a method “to provide learners with information to bridge the gap between current
performance and goals” (Sadler 1989). It is important to design feedback with the prospect of improving the quality of regular

examinations and report tests, rather than thinking about feedback as simply answering questions.
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