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Report topics that promote in-depth understanding and knowledge sharing
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Example of | ® "What kind of report writing assignments will help students understand the course content and submit

Practice well-researched reports? Many teachers may have wondered about these questions. If the topic is
vague and broad, students will not know what to write about and will not be able to demonstrate what
they have learned in class.

® Here is the report topic that an Introduction to Japanese Literature class gave students. “A junior high
school student you are tutoring says, ‘My father told me that the 'Kojiki' (Records of Ancient Matters)
is a fake made in the Kamakura period (1185-1333), but is it true?” How would you answer this
student? Write as if you were speaking to this junior high school student.”

® In this case, the lecturer could have given students more academic topics but he did not on purpose
in order to encourage students to think deeply and utilize the knowledge they gained in class.

® When explaining to people who are not familiar with the field, superficial information found on the
Internet is often not interesting enough for them to understand nor motivate them to study further.

® You can find a variety of theories on whether or not the Kojiki is a fake by researching on the Internet.
The intent of this report topic is to promote understanding of the class in an effort to write in their
own words what is "Kojiki" and why it is so interesting. The key point is to ask them to write as though
they are speaking.

® Telling the fun part to less interested people requires sufficient knowledge. It is challenging for students
to write a convincing and interesting narrative in a limited amount of time (or a number of words)
with limited knowledge. It is key to encourage learning, as it requires them to make choices among
various information. In this class, the students are asked to write a report of 600 to 1,000 Japanese
characters. The shorter the word count, the more difficult the assignment will be.

® The faculty member's own experience and view are reflected in the process of making this report
topic: You cannot grab students' attention unless you express your passion for the subject you teach.
The excitement can be contagious.

Tips for Use | ® Teaching others what you have learned in class fosters deeper learning. In order to explain things
clearly to others, the person giving the explanation must have sufficient knowledge and be able to
relate and understand them.

® By changing the situation setting, it can be applied to different topics. For example, “When you told a
foreign student that the oldest literary work in Japan is the Kojiki, written in 712. The student said, "I
can't believe such a thing existed in the 8th century." You showed her a high school textbook as
evidence, but she is not convinced. How would you prove it?”

Theoretical ® Report topics in the humanities and social sciences can be divided into two main types: "pros and

Background cons/problem explanation type" topics that ask students to explain the pros and cons or problems of
a certain matter, and "example/implication type" topics that apply learned concepts to familiar
examples or provide concrete examples.

® The former may encourage superficial learning, such as simply summarizing information on the
Internet.

® The latter expects students to understand and utilize the learning content in depth. Especially in
courses for younger students, this encourages students to reflect on the course content and makes
the discussion topics less likely to be plagiarized.
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