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Ritsumeikan [media-based classes] Devising a class structure
University
1 Minute FD

A class structure that encourages active student participation

Vol.21

Example of | ® This case study is an example of a class structured by (1) preliminary assignments,
(2) lectures without handouts, (3) post-class assignments (summaries of class
content), and (4) feedback on assignments.

® A preparatory material with fill-in-the-blank questions will be created with the Tests
function, and will be used during class as well (see 1-minute FD article Vol. 20 for
details on how to use this function).

® Classes will be lecture-based, but will use preparatory materials and will not hand
out slides or handouts. Students will be asked to prepare their own lecture notes,
which will be used for a summary assignment after class.

® After class, students are asked to summarize the class content in approximately 800
words from the manaba+R Surveys. This clarifies which concepts and terms
students found important and facilitates understanding of each student's level of
understanding.

® Only students with low scores will be given feedback on the summary assignment.

® At the end of each class, students are asked to give an evaluation score for that
day's class using the "Attendance Card" function. There is a correlation between the
"evaluation score" and the "student's level of understanding of the class content.
Therefore, it is useful to grasp the students' level of understanding in class.

® To ensure that students understand
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Tips for Use | ® This case study was created with the following three points in mind when
transitioning from face-to-face classes to media classes: (1) the lecturers do not
want to distribute materials in PDF format due to copyright and other issues; (2)
however, some materials are necessary for learning; and (3) feedback for students
is necessary for each lesson.

® In addition to presenting questions, manaba+R quizzes can flexibly include text,
charts, video links, etc. % A recommended article: 1-Minute FD Vol.1

® Providing student feedback can enhance students' writing skills so much that
lecturers are amazed at the end of the semester.

Theoretical ® Feedback is generally defined as "providing learners with information to close the
gap between current performance and achievement goals (Sadler 1989)."

® For feedback to be effective, it must (1) clearly determine the expected learning
outcomes through the assignment, (2) clearly communicate information about the
difference between the expected learning outcomes and the learner's performance,
and (3) communicate the necessary improvements (such as additional things to
learn or concepts to manipulate) to get closer to the expected learning outcomes.

® This case study is unique in that the number of concepts and keywords that we want
students to focus on is determined (and the class is structured so that it is
determined), and through feedback to students with low scores, we can easily
identify additional content for students to learn.

Background

This case study was provided by Takashi Sato (College of Economics).
Past articles of “1-Minute FD” can be found on the Institute for Teaching and Learning HP>Resource>Search by checking the Seminars and "FD/Case Studies" checkboxes.
We are looking for case studies for "1-Minute FD". Self-recommendations and other recommendations are welcome.
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