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Example of
Practice

[media-based classes] Devising preliminary assignments

Closing the gap in basic academic skills among students with preliminary
assignments to create a fair environment for class participation.

® When specialized discussions are held in class, assigning preliminary assignments
encourages students to prepare for them. By completing the Preliminary
assignments, they can improve their basic fundamental academic skills and
knowledge and, thus prepare them for in-class discussions.

® In classes where the language of instruction is English, as in this case, some students
may not be able to concentrate on what they are learning because of their language
ability. Preliminary assignments can be used to eliminate gaps in language proficiency
in advance and enhance student engagement in class.

Preliminary assignments sample:

[Beginner level (a class of approx. 20 students), instruction language: Japanese]
<Preliminary assignment> Read English documents in advance and answer questions
(10-20) to prepare for discussions.
<Assighment Details> 10-16 pages (Same volume as 5-6 lessons of high school
senior English)
<How much time should be spent on an assignment> 1 hour
<Percentage to grade> 40%

[Advanced level (a class of approx. 75 students), instruction language: English]

<Preliminary assignment> Read one chapter of a technical book written in English.
The students are expected to understand the contents by watching the
preparatory video (in English) prepared by the instructor. Finally, answer the
quiz that must be answered.

<Assignment Details> The preparatory video is an explainer video (in English) of the
chapter to be studied in the upcoming class. PowerPoint slides are available as
supplemental materials, which students can print and write on as needed
while watching the preparatory video.

<How much time should be spent on an assignment>
40mins (Preparatory video) + 7mins (Quiz)
* As students are required to take a quiz at the end, they can watch the video

multiple times to prepare themselves.
<Percentage to grade> 30%

Tips for Use

® The difficulty level of the preliminary assignment should be as easy as possible.

® Emphasize the link between the preliminary assignment and the class.

® By focusing on discussion and group work during class, many students are
encouraged to work on their preliminary assignments.

Theoretical
Background

® Proactive, Interactive and Authentic Learning is based on the six stages of the
Engestrom learning cycle: Motivation, Orientation, Internalization, Externalization,
Critique, and Control. It indicates that motivation and knowledge acquisition
("internalization") are necessary before "externalization," which is active learning.

® By following this order, it will lead to deeper learning in subsequent years.
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