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Ritsumeikan [media-based classes] Devising preliminary assignments
University

1 Minute FD Lowering the hurdles for preliminary assignments in humanities courses to make

Vol.25 them easier to tackle
Example of | ® When assigning preliminary assignments in class, there will inevitably be some
Practice variation in the way students tackle the assignments. Some students may not

understand what is being asked in the assignment itself.

® In humanities courses, in particular, students are often given pre-assignments
such as reading and summarizing a specified range of literature. In some
assignments that require a summary, you may find that the text is simply
excerpted.

® For example, when asked to "read and summarize the first chapter," many
students do not know which parts to summarize and how to summarize them,
and often extract only the points they can relate to or words they can
understand and connect them. In this case, students may not be able to
comprehend the intended inquiry of the assignment, resulting in a loss of its
overall purpose.

Tips for Use ® In this case study, the "Surveys" function of manaba+R is used to give
preliminary assignments. There are 4 items (see the picture below).
No length requirement. The scope of the reading is approximately 40 pages.

What you thought fram previous discussion, comments
further questions, etc. 1.3
1.1

Pick out the words and phrases you assume
are important from the assignment materials
1.2

any questions
1.4

In class, students will prepare resumes based on the preliminary assignments
and deepen their understanding of the content of the reading materials.

Theoretical ® Reading the materials based on biased summaries can lead to "erroneous

Background readings" that fall outside the scope of "diverse interpretations". Therefore, it
is important that the instructor give students an assignment to write down and
share their questions.

® For students unfamiliar with academic materials, heavy preliminary
assignments can deter them from reading academic books. Therefore, the key
is to make sure that the preliminary assignment does not set a word count and
keeps simple content.

+ This article was compiled by The Institute for Teaching and Learning based on examples provided by Astuko Tsuji (College of letters).
- Past articles of “1-Minute FD” can be found on the Institute for Teaching and Learning HP>Resource>Search by checking the
Seminars and "FD/Case Studies" checkboxes.

-This is the last issue of “1- Minute FD” article. Thank you very much for reading
1-Minute FD” for almgst two years. . .
We would also like to thank all the instructors for their cooperation.
We will continue to create other type of FD contents that will be more useful to you.
We hope to see you again soon.
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