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Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
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Abstract

This paper delineates the practice of the remote exchange program between Ritsumeikan
University and Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (APU) which started in 2003 contuing in 2005. It
is a joint study program in both languages of Japanese and English between English classes from
the College of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University and Japanese classes from APU. The
purpose of this program is to help students on both campuses develop language skills as well as
intercultural communication skills in both Japanese and English and cultivate their cross-cultural
understanding with each other through joint learning activities. The program is a combination of
varieties of communication activities, such as e-mailing, exchange of video letters, the use of the
Internet, teleconferencing, and face-to-face exchange meetings. The paper summarizes and
discusses educational effects as well as problems of the program and examines some possibilities of
a future development of a more advanced program of both English and Japanese language
education and cultural understanding education, and intercultural communication education. The
discussion in this paper is based on the information reported by the instructors as well as on the
data and discussions presented in the joint research meetings between 2003 and 2005. It is also
based on students' replies to the questionnaires given after each activity and at the end of each

semester during the period.
Key words

Remote Exchange Program, The Internet, Joint Study, Education of Cross-Cultural Understanding,

Intercultural Communication
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How Learning Styles Affect One’s Preference and Interests in Foreign Language Class
—Through Data Analysis on Students' Evaluations in CALL Classes—

KUDO, Tae O Language Education and Research Center[J
KUSUNOKI, Rika O Language Education and Research Center[]

Abstract
The objective of this study is to examine how students' learning style affects their learning in
foreign language acquisition, specifically CALL classes, and to suggest what roles teachers should

play in the foreign language classroom. The authors collected the following data from
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approximately 200 students enrolled in CALL classes: 10 the results of students' learning styles
using Myers Briggs Type Indicator, 200 their skills, literacy and interests in computing and 30 their
evaluation of the four different CALL activities. Based on the data, this study examines how
learning style affects one's preference and interest in different CALL activities. After analyzing the

results, teachers' roles are discussed.

Key words

CALL, Learning Styles, Teacher's Roles, Computer, Activities
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00000000000000000000
Improvement of Science Education for Would-Be Educators (Part 2)

ONO, Hidekil Teacher-Training Support Center(d

Abstract

This essay is a continuation of an essay | wrote in the last issue on the improvement of science
education for students who want to be teachers.

This essay reports the true picture of basic science scholarship of students who are presently in
the science and engineering department at Ritsumeikan University and who plan to be science
teachers in secondary schools after graduation.

The ministry’s new curriculum guideline reduced the content of learning by 30 %. It is often said
that Japanese students’ academic level is falling and the field of natural science is no exception.
The students who have completed the reduced curriculum of secondary schools will enter
universities in the 2006 school year.

Based on the results of the investigation of the present students’ basic scholastic performance, |
predict there will be several problems in the teacher-training course offered at the university from
the next school year. If the trend continues without any improvement, the lower the teachers’
scientific levels become, the lower their students’ scientific levels will also become. I'd like to
propose my own plans for improvement. They are an improvement in the basic liberal education at
Ritsumeikan University, the promotion of collaboration between curriculum research and
development and special subjects for a teacher-training course. The problems | have pointed out

here are also common to other universities with teacher-training courses.

Key words
The results of the investigation of the present students’ basic scholastic performance, the license
system for teachers, educational reforms for students who want to be natural science teachers,

improvements of the current teacher-training programs in the science and engineering department
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Contemporary Undergraduate Education in the U. S. Higher Education

EHARA, Takekazull Professor, Center for Higher Education Research and Support

Abstract
This paper attempts to describe briefly the historical development of academic education in the
United States, and summarizes characteristics of contemporary undergraduate education regarding
the purpose of undergraduate education, structures and functions of curricula, teaching styles in
the classroom and so on. Finally the perspective of undergraduate education reform in the

extensive research university is discussed.

Key words
Undergraduate Education, Graduate Education, Liberal Education, Vocational and Professional

Education, Educated Person, Research University
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The approach of the lesson improvement in Osaka City University

KINO, Shigeruld Center for Higher Education Research and Supportd

Abstract

It has been the 15th year by this year since university education reform of Japan started. In the
meantime, the general education curriculum was abolished and the new curriculum was started by
the basis of a new idea called consistent education throughout four years. Moreover, it was
requested that a university should have supported systematically an improvement of the
educational contents and the educational method. left to efforts of each teacher until now.
Furthermore, a duty of promotion of systematic research / training activities of the university called
Faculty Development (FD) is imposed upon each university now. Enforcement of the lesson
evaluation questionnaire by a student is the one type.

In this paper, I first introduce details and the current state of the educational reform and the FD
activity that | have worked in Osaka City University, a former university. Next, the current state and
the problem of a university lesson which the lesson evaluation questionnaire by the student
showed are described, and the device of the lesson improvement which | have practiced, and the
example of the bidirectional lesson which | have developed are introduced. At the last, the subject

about a lesson improvement of this university is stated.
Key words

University education reform, New curriculum, Faculty Development, Lesson evaluation, Lesson
improvement, Bidirectional lesson, Osaka City University
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