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Land Accumulation by a Tenant Farmer before the World War II:
Cultivation of the Japanese Indigo Plant in Date City, Hokkaido

HIRAI Shogo*

The aim of this paper is to examine the regional development of the Japanese indigo and the
system of landownership in Usu county through the analysis of the Shinohara family who settled
in Koganesibe village (presently, Date City), Usu county in 1893, in order to cultivate the indigo
plant and presently is the only planter of indigo in Hokkaido. The results are summarized as
follows:

The commercial crops of soybean, adukibean, indigo plant and so on, were widely cultivated in
the first half of the Meiji era in Usu county. Especially, the cultivation of indigo plant was
spread by the immigration from Tokushima prefecture and the area of cultivation reached 560
hactares in 1900.

However, the production of Japanese indigo declined owing to the increase of the import of the
Indian indigo and the synthetic indigo and the shortage of agricultural employee. Therefore, the
initial leaders of indigo planters went to ruin, and the Shinohara family who had the excellent
technique of processing the indigo and the market of sales grew as the new leader of indigo
planters.

The Shinohara family settled initially as a tenant farmer, but the family gradually accumulated
land and became the landowner of about 70 hactares at the end of the Taisho era. This is
because the Shinohara family was not only the indigo planter, but also the merchant who dealt
the manufacturing indigo.

* The College of General Education, University of Tokushima
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