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Regional Revitalization Planning and Geography
—in the case of Kusatsu City—

TODOKORO Takashi*

Science should contribute to the advancement of society and the improvement in human ac-
tivities. In this respect, geography has also an important task to be applied to society. This
paper discusses the revitalization planning at Hon-machi district in Kusatsu City, Shiga Prefec-
ture, as an example of applying geography to society.

With the progress of Kusatsu’s suburbanization in Kyoto-Osaka-Kobe Metropolitan Area, Hon-
machi district, which developped as a historical core in Kusatsu City, has been losing its prosperi-
ty and is on the decline. Through the review of development plan of Kusatsu City as a whole for
the best use of regional characteristics, regional revitalization plan has been worked out on the
line that Hon-machi district should be revitalized as a service core for the citizens with heighten-
ed cultural value. Major revitalization projects are supposed to be as follows: (1) Streets forma-
tion with making the most of historical location as a Shukuba-machi (a post town), (2) Construc-
tion of a civic center, (3) Efficient use of the dry riverbed of former Kusatsu River which was
famous in Japan as a river whose bed was higher than the neighbouring plain.

These projects are to be carried out into execution with the cooperation of the municipal
government, the nongovernemntal organizations and the citizens. Geography has played an im-
portant role in presenting revitalization plans and organizing their projects. It is still more
necessary from now on for geography to show its significance to society not only for social
development but also for geography’s further development as a science.

* Department of Geography, Ritsumeikan University
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