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The Location Environment of the Ancient Remains in the North China Plain

KATO Eiji*

Plenty examples exist to demonstrate the ancient remains built into the hill side in the North China
Plain. The author, based on extensive on-the-site research, attempts to examine the following aspects.
1. In China’s yellow soil areas of the inland, there are many flat plains. Generally speaking, earlier
remains are located on the higher plains and later ones on the lower plains. Ravines were well formed
in these areas. As the underground water level lowered along with the terrain, remains too are arrayed
downwards the lower plains.

2. The ancient remains in the hilly areas of the Henan Province are located between 50-200 meters
above the sea level, so that they would be protected when floods occur.

3. In the delta area of the Yellow River, the ancient remains are mostly located on the foot of the hill
sides or other higher places. Fresh water shells were often found among the unearthed objects.

4. Fresh water shells were too found in the ancient remains in the southern part of Hebei province. We
can therefore confer that there used to be many lakes and swamps around.

5. We can also confer that the area between the city of Tangshan to Changli county used to be the
ancient co-a-st and a delta was formed in this location. Most of the ancient remains were concentrated
in the hill sides or higher places of the delta.

6. The oceanic shell related objects were unearthed in the areas around the city of Tianjin. The ancient
co-a-stal line has been restored. In the delta area, rivers and water ways crossed, and the watery and
wetland environment was apparent.

7. Fresh water shells were also unearthed at the location of 530 meter above the sea level in Aohe town
of Chifeng city, Inner Mongolia, in the city of Ningcheng and the county of Shangdu, also in Inner
Mongolia; the same were too found in Yangyuan and the area near Beijing. Based on these findings, we
know that rivers, lakes and swamps used to encroach quite into the inland areas where the ancient
remains were located.

8. In the North China Plain, the ancient remains occupy the hill sides and higher plains. Looking at the
pattern of the shell distribution, it is apparent that the location of the remains was constrained by the
natural environment of rivers and lakes. In addition, after the Yangshao Culture period, the co-a-stal
lines receded and, along with it, the remains moved towards the plains. After the Shang Dynasty,

because of the sea level subsided, the remains of well-corps often accompanied the remains of residence.

* Meijo University

50



